
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 
21 JANUARY 2008 AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MAIN STREE T, SCONE COMMENCING AT 4.00 PM 

 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Cr Barry Rose (Mayor), Cr Errol Bates (Deputy Mayor), Cr Nat Doonan, Cr Peter Hodges, Cr Ean Cottle, 
Cr Deirdre Peebles, Cr Les Parsons, Cr Lee Watts and Cr John Scriven. 
 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
Nil 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Mr Daryl Dutton (General Manager), Mr Bede Spannagle (Director Technical Services), Mr David Casson 
(Director Environmental Services), Mr Wayne Cossens (Director Corporate Services), Mr Steve Pryor (Deputy 
Director Corporate Services), Mr Stephen Ward (Manager Engineering Operations) and Mrs Robyn Cox 
(Executive Personal Assistant). 
 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the ordinary meeting h eld on 17 December 2007 be adopted. 
 

Moved:  Cr D Peebles  Seconded:  Cr E Cottle   CARRIED 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the extraordinary meet ing held on 14 January 2008 be adopted. 
 
Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr E Bates   CARRIED 
 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 
Cr E Bates A.1.4 Scone Old Anglican Cemetery 
Cr L Watts G.1.2 Local Orders Policy – Keeping of Animals 
 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 
D.1.3 Kyoto Energy Farm - Presentation 

Mark Sydney and Mark Dixon - Kyoto Energy Farm 
 
G.1.2 Local Orders Policy – Keeping Of Animals 

Jaala Presland 
 
Introduction to new staff members 
Council was introduced to new staff members: 

Sione Holaafalau, Project Engineer Water & Waste 
Murray Scott, Trainee IT – school based 
Gavin Newton-Smith, Trainee Engineer 
Riarna Deeg, Trainee Environmental Health & Building Surveyor 
Lauren Towns, Trainee Administrative Assistant Technical Services 
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MAYORAL MINUTES 
 
Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.1.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 398/07 SUBDIVISIO N INTO THREE 

ALLOTMENTS, PHILIP STREET SCONE 
 Council: 28 January 2008 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 

That Development Application 398/07 for a proposed three lot subdivision be referred to the Development and 
Environmental Services Committee for further assessment and recommendation to Council.  
 

BACKGROUND:  
 

Owner:  PE & LR WILKINSON  
Applicant:  MM HYNDES BAILEY & CO 
Location:  LOT 1 DP 830988 & CLOSED ROAD, PHILLIP STREET, SCONE 
Proposal:  SUBDIVISION INTO THREE ALLOTMENTS 
Zone:  2(a) Residential A 
 

The Council has received the abovementioned development application for a three lot residential subdivision. 
This replaces a previous application (DA14/03) for a similar development. The subdivision is dependant on the 
conversion of a closed road (part of Sherwood Street) into a residential allotment. At the Council meeting on the 
28 July 2003 it resolved that Council (1) make application to the Lands Department (Department of Lands) to: 
(a) close the portion of unused road between Philip Street and Sherwood Street, (b) reinstate same as 
operational land vested to Council, and (2) That the portion of land be sold. In relation to DA 14/03 no 
submissions were received in relation to the road closure or subdivision. One submission has been received 
raising concerns such as proximity of the residential development to the industrial area, potential for complaints 
about noise and disturbance from truck movements (night and day). The submission also objected to the 
closure of the portion of Sherwood Street due to its adverse impact on pedestrian movement. 
 

ISSUES: 
·  A section 79c assessment under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 is yet to be 

finalised. 
·  Approval for the road closure was received from the Department of Lands on the 1 June 2006. 
·  Mr Peter Wilkinson has made an offer to purchase the closed road for $35,000 which Council accepted 

(Letter: 19 April 2005). 
·  The closed road will need to be registered with Land and Property Information and purchased from Council 

prior to any development consent for the proposed subdivision. In this regard any development consent that 
is issued would be as a deferred commencement under section 80(3) of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

·  The subdivision will create three lots with areas of 650 sq metres, 1,020 sq metres and 858 sq metres. The 
proposal therefore more than the minimum 650 sq metres that is permissible within the 2(a) Residential A 
zone in the Scone Local Environment Plan 1986.  

 

SUSTAINABILITY:  
Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an important 
role for Council.  
 

OPTIONS: 
To refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee or to have a further report 
submitted to Council.  
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Development Application Notification fees of $100 have been paid (Fees of $330 were transferred from DA 
14/03) 
 
 

RESOLVED that Development Application 398/07 for a proposed three lot subdivision be referred to the 
Development and Environmental Services Committee fo r further assessment and recommendation to 
Council.  
 

Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles   CARRIED 
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Plan of Road Closure 
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Plan of Subdivision 
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Submission 
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE REP 22/08 

 
A.1.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 377/07 STEEL FRAM ED CAR PORT, 17 

HONEYSUCKLE CRESENT SCONE  
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Development Application 377/07 for a proposed car port including building setback be referred to the 
Development and Environmental Services Committee for further assessment and recommendation to Council.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Owner:  SA & JS Witney  
Applicant:  SA & JS Witney 
Location:  Lot 15 DP 813932 - 17 Honeysuckle Crescent Scone 
Proposal:  2 x Carports 3.2m x 13m & 11m x 6m  

This development application indicates a reduced building line of 4.7m to the Honeysuckle 
Crescent frontage.  The standard front setback is 7.5m 

Zone:       2(a) Residential A 
 
The Council has received the abovementioned development application. The applicant requested a reduced 
building line of 4.7 m instead of 7.5 m as required by Council policy for building in residential areas (site plan is 
attached). The General Manager agreed provided the neighbours had no objections. The Council has received 
one submission to the development raising concerns about any variation to the 7.5 m setback. The submission 
has been included with a request for confidentiality. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  A section 79c assessment under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 is yet to be 

finalised. 
·  At present most of dwellings within Honeysuckle Crescent comply with the 7.5 m front setback requirement 

(refer to location plan). 
·  The applicant has provided a letter of justification for the reduced building line (Attached). 
·  Referral to the Development and Environmental Services Committee will allow a more detailed assessment 

of the impact of the reduced building line on the streetscape. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an important 
role for Council.  
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee or to have a further report 
submitted to Council.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Development Application fees of $402 have been paid. 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Development Application 377/07 for a proposed car port including building setback be 
referred to the Development and Environmental Servi ces Committee for further assessment and 
recommendation to Council.  
 

Moved:  Cr D Peebles  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons   CARRIED 
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Location Plan 
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Site Plan 
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Justification 
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Submission 
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.1.3 KELLY STREET STREETSCAPE AND BUILDING IMPROVE MENTS 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council: 
1. Note the report regarding the status of Kelly Street as a Classified Road under the responsibility of the 

Roads & Traffic Authority; and, 
2. endorse Council’s actions in continuing to lobby the RTA to release its plans for the traffic and pedestrian 

upgrade of the New England Highway in Scone and further, endorse actions for co-ordination with the 
Scone & District Chamber of Commerce and property owners for improvements to facades and awnings in 
Scone. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Kelly Street Streetscape Improvements 
Recently, criticisms have been levelled at Upper Hunter Shire Council regarding the appearance of Kelly Street.  
As Councillors would be aware, Council has for several years been vigourously lobbying the Roads & Traffic 
Authority to release the results of its traffic study and its plans for the upgrade of Kelly Street, particularly as 
regards pedestrian safety and access. 
 
The RTA has previously used the excuse that it has no funds allocated to the project and releasing the plans 
would raise community expectations.  Apart from continually lobbying the RTA, Council has very little control 
over the ground-level streetscape. 
 
Kelly Street Buildings 
Many of those are quite old, but in a number of cases, damaged awnings in need of repair, or in some cases in 
need of paint, detract from the charm of these older buildings.  Council, in conjunction with the Chamber of 
Commerce and building owners, needs to continue the dialogue to assist building owners, in whatever ways 
available to it, to enhance the built environment of Kelly Street, so that it is returned to the attractive streetscape 
it once was. 
 
The attached photographs are provided to illustrate the problem. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
�  Appearance of Kelly Street 
�  Pedestrian safety and access 
�  Buildings in need of repair or paint 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt, reject or amend the recommendations. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
RESOLVED That Council: 
 

1. Note the report regarding the status of Kelly St reet as a Classified Road under the responsibility 
of the Roads & Traffic Authority; and, 

2. endorse Council’s actions in continuing to lobby  the RTA to release its plans for the traffic and 
pedestrian upgrade of the New England Highway in Sc one and further, endorse actions for co-
ordination with the Scone & District Chamber of Com merce and property owners for 
improvements to facades and awnings in Scone. 

3. Director Environmental Services and staff to inv estigate site at corner of Mount Street and New 
England Highway and deal with the issue as a matter  of priority. 

 
Moved:  Cr N Doonan   Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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1. Overgrown site of proposed service centre 
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2. Overgrown site of proposed service centre 
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3. Corner of Mount St/New England Highway, opposite  motel 
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4. Corner of Mount St/New England Highway, opposite  motel 
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5. Kelly Street Awning  
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6. Kelly Street Awning  
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7. Kelly Street Awning  
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8. More Kelly Street 
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9. Golden Fleece Hotel  
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10. National Australia Bank Building  



Page 11 of 76 of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of  
Upper Hunter Shire Council held Monday, 21 January 2008 MAYOR       GENERAL MANAGER 

 
 

11. Civic Theatre  
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.1.4 SCONE OLD ANGLICAN CEMETERY 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council assume responsibility for the old Anglican Cemetery, New England Highway Scone, in accordance 
with its Cemetery Plan of Management. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
In the 1980’s Council provided Church groups, who at that time controlled church cemeteries, with the 
opportunity to ‘hand over’ the cemetery to Council and these cemeteries would come under the care and control 
of Council. 
 
At this time, the St Lukes Anglican Church retained control of the Scone Anglican cemetery. 
 
Council has now received a request from the church to transfer this cemetery to Council. A copy of their request 
is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  The cemetery has become a burden to the church over the years with limited budget and volunteer 

participation 
·  Approximately 5 years ago Council took over the broad area mowing of the cemetery and garbage 

collection to assist the Church and improve the amenity of the area – located on the main northern 
thoroughfare into Scone 

·  Council has since this time also maintained burial records for this cemetery, in conjunction with Scone and 
Upper Hunter Historical Society researchers. 

·  Council received numerous complaints regarding the condition of the cemetery as the community is 
unaware that this is not a Council controlled cemetery. 

·  Council currently manages and maintains all the public cemeteries within the shire except for the cemeteries 
located on the New England Highway. The Catholic Church at Scone will continue to maintain their section, 
which is on the southern side of the Anglican cemetery. 

·  No further burials or allocations can occur within the cemetery except for those currently holding a right of 
burial (reservation) for the area 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
The Church can no longer manage the cemetery and has sought Council assistance. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
No adopt or reject the recommendation 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Based on maintenance costs for other cemeteries a budget allocation of $6,500pa would be required. 
 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Cr E Bates declared an interest in this matter as a member of St Lukes Parish Council. He vacated the 
Chamber and took no part in discussions or voting. 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council assume responsibility for the  old Anglican Cemetery, New England Highway 
Scone, in accordance with its Cemetery Plan of Mana gement. 
 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons   CARRIED 
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.1.5 COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION CENTRE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council: 
1. note the minutes of the meeting of the Council Administration Centre Working Group held on Friday, 

18 January 2008; 
2. endorse the actions of the General Manager to issue a stop work notice and terminate the services of the 

architect engaged for the administration centre; and, 
3. authorise the General Manager to negotiate on behalf of Council the services of a design draftsman to 

complete the administration centre drawings to Development Application stage. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
A meeting of the Council Administration Centre Working Group was held on Friday, 18 January 2008. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As per the attached minutes. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt, reject or amend the recommendations. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Payment will be made to the architect up to the current stage. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. note the minutes of the meeting of the Council A dministration Centre Working Group held on Friday, 

18 January 2008; 
2. endorse the actions of the General Manager to is sue a stop work notice and terminate the services 

of the architect engaged for the administration cen tre; and, 
3. authorise the General Manager to negotiate on be half of Council the services of a design draftsman 

to complete the administration centre drawings to D evelopment Application stage. 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan   Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Minutes of the meeting of the Council Administratio n Centre Working Group held on Friday, 
18 January 2008 at 2.00 pm 

 
1.0 PRESENT: 
 
Cr Barry Rose (Mayor), Cr Ean Cottle, Cr Nat Doonan, Cr Les Parsons, Cr Lee Watts, Mr Daryl Dutton (General 
Manager), Mr David Casson (Director Environmental Services), Mr Jamie Catzikiris (Design Engineer), Mr Sean 
Constable (Business Development Officer & Secretary), Mr Wayne Cossens (Director Corporate Services). 
 
2.0 APOLOGIES: 
 
Nil. 
 
3.0 GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

3.1 Architect 
Noted: 
·  Mahalath Halperin was appointed as the architect for the design of the Administration Centre, 

Scone and was provided with a brief 
·  The brief and contract required the architect to provide initial design sketches by December 2007 
·  Initial concept design, floor plans etc were provided in early January 2008 
·  Concept drawings and floor plan were reviewed by senior management, with staff feedback 

provided as part of this review process 
·  Following this feedback process the floor plan and layout was altered to reflect the desired changes 

and a layout that would be more functional for the effective operation of the administration and 
governance sections 

·  Mahalath attended a meeting with senior staff on Wednesday 16 January as part of the terms of the 
contract to review the initial designs 

·  Concerns were raised as to the delays to date and apparent failings in the initial designs including: 
o Some current staff and future expansion needs (as defined in the brief) were excluded 
o Staff amenities and toilets located in an inappropriate position within the building 
o Incorrect setbacks from front and side kerbs 
o Style of exterior not reflecting the rural theme 
o Governance and administration areas appearing as separate structures 
o Very large roofed area facing west 
o Staff outdoor area under roof facing Liverpool Street 
o Focus not on the public space on the corner of Liverpool and Main Streets as requested but 

rather on the Liverpool staff entrance 
o Site design uses all fill from the eastern side rather than a combination of cut and fill to 

reduce the height of the structure at the public access point 
o Use of trusses and internal height of building provided an enormous space to be heated 

and cooled (2 storey air space within the administration section) 
·  Concerns were also raised at the senior staff meeting with Mahalath regarding her attitude to the 

feedback and apparent lack of flexibility 
·  Given all these issues and the delays that have been created by the architect it was seen that the 

brief was not being met in a satisfactory manner 
·  If the contract was terminated now then payment for work completed to date would need to be 

made as per the contract 
 
MOTION:  That Council: 
1. endorse the actions of the General Manager to is sue a stop work notice and terminate the 

services of the architect engaged for the administr ation centre; and, 
2. authorise the General Manager to negotiate on be half of Council the services of a design 

draftsman to complete the administration centre dra wings to Development Application stage  
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr B Rose   CARRIED 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 2.40 PM. 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Cr L Watts: Questions Without Notice  

 Enquired if Councillors could be kept up to date with outcomes of questions without notice. 
 The General Manager said that this would be done as far as practicable. 

 
Cr B Rose: Woolworths Carpark 

 Enquired if staff were aware of the poor state of the Woolworths carpark. 
 The Director Environmental Services advised that this would be followed up. 
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COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REPORTS 
 
Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES  

 
C.1.1 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Council:  21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the recommendations of the Finance Committee as circulated be adopted. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Finance Committee meeting has been called for Friday, 18 January 2008.  Recommendations from that 
meeting will be available at the Council meeting. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As per agenda paper. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As per report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F.1.1 
RESOLVED that Council note the financial report for  the period. 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr P Hodges  CARRIED 
 
F.1.2 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Note the comments on the budget variations by ma nagers. 
2. Vote the funds requested and note the source of funds, as detailed by the managers. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Section: COMMITTEE/ DELEGATES REP438/07 

 
C.1.2 MERRIWA DISTRICT AUSTRALIA DAY COMMITTEE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting held Monday 17 December 2007. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The minutes and action list are included as attachments 1 and 2.  
 
Minutes of the meeting held 7 January 2008 were presented to the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 14 
January 2008. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As outlined in the minutes. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
NIL 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note the minutes of the meeti ng held Monday 17 December 2007. 
 

Moved:  Cr D Peebles  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE MERRIWA DISTRICT AUSTRALIA DAY COMMI TTEE MEETING HELD AT COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS, MERRIWA ON MONDAY, 17  DECEMBER 2007 COMM ENCING AT 6.02PM 

 
 
1.0 PRESENT: Mr Arthur Williams (Chairperson), Mr Bryan Baker, Mrs Jan Cronin, Mrs Dale 

Wesley, Mrs Ella Mulholland, Mrs Shirley Hunt, Mrs Kerry Hapgood, Mrs 
Margaret Wright, Mrs Edna Binks and Mr Paul Murray 

 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Kate Sommerlad 
 
3.0 APOLOGIES:  Cr Deirdre Peebles 
 
4.0 ABSENT:    
 
5.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST : Nil 
 
6.0 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 

MOTION:  That minutes of the meeting held 3 Decembe r 2007, a copy having been distributed to 
all members be taken as read and adopted .  

P Murray/ E Mulholland  CARRIED 
 
7.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:  
 

7.1 Merriwa Australia Day Celebrations 
 
Review Australia Day task and action table in attachment 1, for all events and requirements for the day.  

8.0 CORRESPONDENCE  
8.1 Incoming  
o Nomination Forms 
o Australia Day Council of NSW – Ambassador Notification 

o Dr David Butcher (currently waiting on Biography) 
8.2 Outgoing  
o Calico Swatches 
o St Joseph’s School, Merriwa Activity Centre, Cassilis Primary School 
 

9.0 GENERAL BUSINESS  
 

9.1 Australia Day Ambassador: 
 
Dr David Butcher has been allocated to the Merriwa District, a well known vet who has worked with 
Zoos and wildlife parks. Ted Finnie local vet has suggested that Dr Butcher could stay with them as 
they are old colleagues.  
 
MOTION: When speaking to Dr David Butcher, Kate Som merlad is to offer him the option of 
staying with Ted Finnie, if accepted Kate Sommerlad  is to cancel accommodation currently 
booked.  
 

J Cronin / B Baker  CARRIED 
 

9.2 Running Sheet Procedure & Update: 
 
The detailed running sheet (itinerary) that will be used on the day by all speakers must be created and 
approved by the General Manager before the day. Arthur Williams and Kate Sommerlad to create 
running sheet to be approved, this will be very detailed and accurate. A confidential Memo is to be sent 
to Daryl containing award winners and the running sheet.  
 
Running sheet to be sent to the General Manager by Friday 11 January with a request that the approval 
be received by Friday 18 January.  
 
9.3 School Achievement and Creative Arts Excellence  Awards  
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Ean Cottle is to be asked if he would like to present the awards to the winning children of the tertiary 
funding on behalf of the Upper Hunter Shire Council.    
 
9.4 Voting Update: 
 
Edna Binks will be absent for the meeting when voting will occur, a proxy vote will be conducted over 
the phone earlier in the day. All other committee members are expected to be present. 
  
The nominee packs for all committee members will be left at the post office and at council office for 
collection on Wednesday 2 January 2008.Commitee members to ensure that these packs are collected 
in person. The nominee packs for Edna Binks and Ella Mullholland will be posted on Wednesday 2nd 
January 2008.  

 
 
10.0 NEXT MEETING  
 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 7 January 2008 starting at 6pm in the Upper Hunter Council 
Chambers, Vennacher Street, Merriwa.  
 

  
 THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, the Chairperson closed the meeting at 7.10pm.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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Section:  REP 9/08 

 

C.1.3 MURRURUNDI AUSTRALIA DAY WORKING PARTY 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting held 12 November 2007.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The minutes of the meetings are included as Attachment 1. 
 
Minutes of the meeting held 19 December 2007 and 7 January 2008 were presented to the Extraordinary 
Council Meeting held on 14 January 2008. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Nil. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Endorse the recommendations or determine otherwise. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note the minutes of the meeti ng held 12 November 2007.  
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the MURRURUNDI AUSTRALIA DAY WORKING PARTY 

 held at 7.15 pm  
MONDAY 12 November 2007 at the Murrurundi Community Technology Centre. 

 
 
 
 

1.0 PRESENT:  Mrs Carmel Hughes, Cr Nat Doonan, Mrs Bronnie Johnson, Mr Cameron Smith. 
 
 

2.0 IN ATTENDANCE:            Mrs Heather Ranclaud (minutes) 
 

 
3.0 APOLOGIES:         Mrs Gwen Alchin, 

 
4.0 ABSENT:  Mr Ian McDuie, Mr Marty Wilson, Mr Phil Cornish and Ms Georgie Dalton. 
 
 
5.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  
 

Nil declared 
 

 
6.0   ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON:  

 
The was noted that Gwen Alchin has done an excellent job as Chairperson. As Gwen was an apology for 
this meeting it was agreed to elect a Deputy Chairperson and then follow up with Gwen to ask if she can 
continue as Chairperson. 
 

Motion: that Cameron Smith be nominated as Deputy Chairperson. 
 
Moved: Cr Nat Doonan    Seconded: Mrs Carmel Hughes  carried 
 
7.0  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held 19 February 2007 were noted. 
 
8.0    BUSINESS ARISING:  
  
8.1 Events for 2008: 
It was agreed that events at the Pioneer Cottage on 25 January and the Parade on 26 January would be held as 
they have been in previous years. 
 
8.2 Entertainment: 
A list of entertainers and bands and their fees was tabled. 
It was agreed that Rock City Rock be asked as first choice with the Hanging Rockers as second choice. 
 
8.3 Master of Ceremony: 
 It was agreed that only the M.C and the Ambassador need to speak at the Pioneer Cottage.  
Ian McDuie is to be asked to MC at the Pioneer Cottage and Brian Hunt to MC at the Parade. 
 
8.4 Catering: 
The Fire Brigade will be asked to cater at the Pioneer Cottage from 6-10pm  and the Mavericks at the Parade 
from 4-8pm 
 
It was agreed that both events will be BYO and no alcohol will be sold and no glass permitted. 
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8.5 Fundraising: 
Cr Doonan suggested a good prize is needed and offered to arrange for a framed aerial photograph of 
Murrurundi to be purchased. Cr Doonan also offered to sell raffle tickets with other members of the Working 
Party, with the prize drawn at the Pioneer Cottage on 25 January. 
 
8.6 Merchandise: 
Balloons and hand wavers are to be ordered. 
A selection of shirts were viewed as options for the Working Party to consider as “uniform” for the 2008 event.  
It was agreed to purchase ¾ sleeved chambray for ladies and short sleeved chambray for men. Council logo on 
the left front, Australian Flag  and Murrurundi on the right front with Australia Day on the back. Working Party 
members to arrange a fitting at Farram’s in Scone at earliest opportunity. 
 
 
9.0     GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 
9.1     Membership of Working Party: 
It was suggested that last year’s nominees for Citizen and Sportsperson be invited to join the Working Party. 
 
10.0  NEXT MEETING: 
 
Recommendations on 2008 awards, Wednesday 12 December unless advised otherwise. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
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Section:   COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP12/08 
 

C.1.4 MERRIWA RESOURCE CENTRE COMMITTEE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting held 13 December 2007. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The minutes of the meeting are included as attachment 1. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As noted in the attached minutes. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As per budget allocations. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
 

1. note the minutes of the meeting held 13 December  2007. 
2. investigate and improved speed of computers in C entre. 

 
Moved:  Cr L Watts   Seconded:  Cr E Cottle   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE MERRIWA RESOURCE CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MERRIWA, ON THURSDAY, 13 DECEMBER  2007 COMMENCING AT 12 NOON. 

 
 

1.0 PRESENT: Mr Tony O'Brien (Chairperson), Cr Lee Watts, Mrs Tina Taylor, Mr Frank Armstrong 
 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE:   Nil 
 
3.0 APOLOGIES:  Mr Steve Pryor 
 

 
 

4.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 

Nil 
 
5.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

MOTION: That the Minutes of the Merriwa Resource Ce ntre Advisory Committee  Meeting 
held on 11 October 2007, a copy having been distrib uted to all members be taken as read and 
adopted. 

 
F Armstrong/T O’Brien CARRIED 

 
 

6.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

Purchase of Equipment  
 
Prices for laminator obtain, decided that a decent laminator will be purchased with a budget of $450.00
   

             L Watts/T O’Brien CARRIED 
 

ISDN Connection  
 
Enquiries to be made about the ISDN connection, if not in use is the centre still paying for line usage  

 
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Nil 
 
8.0 FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

Financial Report to 30 November noted 
 
9.0 CTC REPORT 
 

Report noted 
Further on-going changes required for Resource Centre manual 

 
10.0 GENERAL BUSINESS  
 

A Price for “Jump on” rate to be put into progress. Prices to start at $1.00 with internet price change to 
occur upon advertisement in the New Year. Full hour price to be $4.40/hour with jump on rate being 
$1.50 for less than 15min 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
To have network looked into so that speedy internet access is maintained to encourage more use of the 
computers within the centre.  This is to be looked at sooner rather than later to find solutions for centre. 
 
Note: Council to investigate and improve speed of c omputers in centre 

 
11.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

14 February 2008 at 12 noon. 
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, the meeting concluded at 12.40pm. 
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Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REPORTS REP10/08 

 
C.1.5 WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council: 
 

1. adopt the minutes of the Works and Technical Services Committee held on 8 January 2008; 
2. note the Capital Works report 2007/08; 
3. invite submissions for the draft Strategic Plan and Future Works Program from individuals, community 

groups, organisations and companies for the inclusion of strategic issues to be addressed or more 
specific projects for inclusion in the Strategic Plan and Future Works Program including the addendum 
as tabled at the meeting; 

4. complete under the Common Seal of Council the Liverpool Range Rural Fire District Service Agreement 
pursuant to s12A of the Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW). 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Works and Technical Services Committee met on Tuesday 8 January 2008.  Council was represented by 
Cr E Cottle (Chair), Cr P Hodges, Cr L Parsons and Cr N Doonan.  In attendance were Mr B Spannagle 
(Director Technical Services), Mr S Ward (Manager Engineering Operations), Mrs C Pinkerton (Manager 
Technical Support Services), Mr J Bush (Manager Civil Assets). 
 
ISSUES: 
 

1. Minutes of Works and Technical Services Committee meeting 
2. Update on Capital Works Program 
3. Strategic Plan & Future Works Program 
4. Rural Fire District Service Agreement 

 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
As detailed in minutes 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt, amend or reject the recommendation 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As detailed in minutes 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
 

1. adopt the minutes of the Works and Technical Ser vices Committee held on 8 January 2008; 
2. note the Capital Works report 2007/08; 
3. invite submissions for the draft Strategic Plan and Future Works Program from individuals, 

community groups, organisations and companies for t he inclusion of strategic issues to be 
addressed or more specific projects for inclusion i n the Strategic Plan and Future Works 
Program including the addendum as tabled at the mee ting; 

4. complete under the Common Seal of Council the Li verpool Range Rural Fire District Service 
Agreement pursuant to s12A of the Rural Fires Act 1 997 (NSW). 

 
Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
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MINUTES OF THE WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITT EE MEETING 
HELD ON TUESDAY 8 JANUARY 2008 COMMENCING AT 2.00PM  IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LIVERPOOL STREET, SCONE 

 
 

ELECTION OF CHAIR 
 
In the absence of Cr Bates, Cr Ean Cottle was elected as Chair for the meeting. 

 
APOLOGIES 
 
RESOLVED that the apology from Cr E Bates be receiv ed  
 
MOVED: Cr N Doonan  SECONDED: Cr L Parsons  MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 
Nil 
 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS:  
 
3.1 UPDATE ON CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Following the adoption of the 2007/08 Management Plan, a schedule of capital works to be undertaken was 
prepared.   
 
Refer to attachment. 
  
 
ISSUES:  
 
Nil 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
All works have been budgeted for in accordance with the Management Plan 2007/08. 
 
RECOMMENDED that the report be noted. 
 
MOVED: Cr N Doonan  SECONDED: Cr L Parsons  MOTION CARRIED 
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Activity Project Budget $ Actual $ Programmed for Status 

Financial  14826008 COUNCIL BUILDING $2,500,000   EOI for draft design in August 

Information  14472779 PABX SYSTEM $68,000   

Tender recommendation awaiting results of 
pilot implementation at Kiama Council.  This 
project may also be impacted by Hunter 
Councils Inreach proposal being offered by 
Soul. Endeavour to make decision by 
October/November and then develop 
implementation plan for adoption. 

Depot 12114094 2WAY RADIO UPGRADE $188,000  October 
commencement 

Works proceeding - radio installations in near 
future. 

  12146712 IMPLEMENTATION OF TRADE WASTE AUDIT - SCN $36,400  March   Application to DUES made, Further 
information required.. 

  12146713 SCONE DEPOT -AWNING OVER AGGREGATE STOCKPILE $15,000 $989 February Development Application Submitted.  

Plant 12130010 HEAVY PLANT PURCHASES $1,829,000     

  69000480 PASSENGER VEHICLE PURHASES $1,069,000     

Asset Mgt 12115075 ASSET MGT SOFTWARE PURCHASES $4,000  November/December   

   12115076 DATA COLLECTION EQUIPMENT $7,500  November/December   

          

Independent Living  69001587 MDI-LIVERPOOL LODGE UPGRADE $5,000     

  Units 12410136 MWA - UPGRADE $5,000     

Aged Hostel Mwa 42412169 COMPLIANCE UPGRADES $5,000     

  42412171CONCEPTION PLAN $5,000     

Oosh 13673602 2008-CONSTRUCT VERANDAH - SOOSH BUILDING $25,000     

          

          

Economic Promotion 13635618 STORYBOARDS, HISTORICAL PATHWAY ABN $10,482     

Real Estate Dev 12914040 LAND DEV MWA $40,267 45191  Construction works completed  

  14725425 LAND DEV, ABN $1,042,187  January Design Phase 

  14725434 ROSEDALE SUBDIVISION $633,559 $278,550.00 Commenced Sewer, Drainage, Pavement in progress. 

RTC Mdi 69004077 CEMENT LANDING & AWNING OFF RTC $1,800     

Saleyards 12352348 YARD REPLACEMENT $55,000 76000 September/October 
Truckwash and shower works completed  and 
being utilised as part of EI. Yardworks 
ongoing 

Tourism  14926001 EXTERNAL FURNITURE & FITTINGS $2,700     

  14926002 RAILWAY MEETING ROOM SETUP $2,700     

  14926003 SCN INFO CENTRE-FLOOR COVERINGS $8,300     

  14926556 INTERNAL FURNITURE, FIXTURES, APPLIANCES $1,800     

Council Services 11212860 COUNCILLORS EQUIPMENT $5,000     

Health 13235410 GPS UNITS $2,000     
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Activity Project Budget $ Actual $ Programmed for Status 

Domestic Waste 12146501 INTEGRATED WASTE MGT STRATEGY - UHSC $60,000     

  12146502 LAND PURCHASE - POSSIBLE EXPANSION - ABN $250,000     

  12146516 UPGRADE BINS - SCN $50,000     

Low Income Housing 12502102 LANGLEY ST IMPROVEMENTS $3,000   Works in progress 

Public Cemeteries 12348606 BEAUTIFICATION - ABERDEEN CEMETERY $5,000  November 
Meeting held with Aberdeen community - plan 
of management and strategic plan under 
development 

  12348613 -MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION ALL 
CEMETERIES 

$16,288  November Inspections commenced 

  12247303 ABERDEEN MACQUEEN ST (HALL TO SEGENHOE) WEST $0 0 Complete Work complete . 

  12247306 SATUR RD (TOWARRI TO SEAWARD ) $67,200 $42,821.00 October Works Commenced. 

  12247307 LIVERPOOL ST ( MAIN TO KELLY) $32,300 $16,760.00 February Materials delivered. 

Stormwater Mgt 12247310 ABN - SEGENHOE ST ANDREWS INTERSECTION $50,000   Design required 

  12247311 -DRAINAGE STRATEGY - MWA & MDI $20,000  January Design required 

  12247312 -SCN - OXFORD RD - COOPER TO BIRRELL $40,000   Design required 

Building 13222766 PDA UNITS  $2,000     

          

Quarries VARIOUS-PIT RESTORATION $40,000   Will be undertaken throughout year. 

Emergency Services 12676525 SCN SES TRUCK REPLACEMENT $60,000  November Options being investigated - subject to 
additional grant funds 

Regulatory Control 13535586 WATER TANKS TO ALL POUNDS $3,500     

  13545568 ENCLOSURE FOR ABANDONED VEHICLES $4,000     

Rural Fire 12203020 BUSHFIRE LAGGING $5,000 5000 September Safety work completed 

  12666379 RURAL FIRE SHEDS $29,000 40000 October Dartbrook shed completed. 

Public Halls 12605013 MWA SCHOOL OF ARTS $3,570     

  12605014 CASSILIS COMMUNITY CENTRE UPGRADE $18,000     

  12605015 WOOLOOMA RECREATION CENTRE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT 

$8,000     

  13672776 ABN COMMUNITY HALL - ACCESS RAMP & DECK $5,000     

  69005690 MDI - RSL HALL RENOVATIONS $9,000     

  12408134 SCN COMMUNITY CENTRE $6,000     

Public Libraries 13665634 LIBRARY UPGRADES $10,000     

Parks & Gardens 12526061 INDOOR REC CENTRE INVESTIGATION $20,000   Scope required 

  12526037 ABN - DANGAR PK - UPGRADE - IRRIGATION $2,000  October Work complete awaiting invoice. 

  12614211 SCN - OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT $25,000   Scope required 

  12614213 WATTLE ST PARK PLAY EQUIPMENT $8,000 $0.00  Materials ordered  . 

   12614214 MWA - LIONS PARK - TABLES AND SHELTERS $6,000 $222.00  Details being reviewed 

  12614224 MDI - PROFESSIONAL PARK - SOFTFALL AREA 
IMPROVEMENTS 

$4,000  February Scope being investigated. 

  12614247 SCN - INSTALL SEATS & SHELTERS ROTARY PARK $5,000 $3,035.00 October Complete 

  12615929 TAYLOR PARK, ABN - DISABLED TOILETS $206,037 $660  Discussions continuing regarding grant. 
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Activity Project Budget $ Actual $ Programmed for Status 

  12526021 SCN PARK - UPGRADE POWER $37,000 $17,000  Works in progress 

  12526030 MDI - WILSON OVAL - TENNIS COURT RESURFACING $107,000 $37,000.00 In progress Base Complete. Synthetic grass to be 
delivered. 

  12526015 SCN - SPORTS COMPLEX LONG JUMP PIT $4,000 $5,388.00 works commenced Complete 

  12526027 MWA - SHOWGROUND SHELTER $14,954 $3,450.00    

  12526034 2008-SCN - WHITE PARK - BETTING SHED $12,000 $3,088.00  Quotation requested. 

  12526036 ABN - JEFFERSON PK - REPLACE ABLUTION BLK $15,000 $26.00  Scope required. 

  12526038 MWA OVAL - UPGRADE KITCHEN FACILITIES $15,000   Quote obtained 

  12526039 MWA SHOWGROUND - ROACH PAV. KITCHEN $4,000     

  12526040 MWA SHOWGROUND UPGRADE $20,000     

  12526042 SCN - SPORTS COMPLEX - CONSTRUCT VIEWING AREA $4,179 $1,366.00  Design required 

  12526043 SCN - TOILET FACILITIES - NETBALL $18,000   Design required 

  12526046 SCN - WHITE PARK STG 1 POLOCROSSE $20,000   Scope Required 

  12526062 MOBILE CARAVAN FOR SPORTING FIXTURES $0 0  Deferred 

  12526001 ABN TREE PLANTING PROGRAM $10,000 $6,215.00    

  12526003 SCN TREE PLANTING PROGRAM $20,000 $15,299.00  Plan available. 

  12526016 MWA TREE PLANTING PROGRAM $10,000   Program being reviewed- to commence early 
autumn 

  12614205 MDI TREE PLANTING PROGRAM $10,000 $559.00    

Swimming Pools MWA-UPGRADE STARTING BLOCKS $10,000   Blocks ordered - construction deferred to after 
swimming season 

  SCN- MIDDLE POOL MODIFICATIONS $10,000     

  UPGRADE PERIMETER FENCING $5,000     

  MDI-SHADE COVER ROOF REPLACEMENT $5,000     

  MDI-DISABLED ENTRY $8,000     

Aerodromes 12326396 AERODROME EXPANSION $1,610,000   Grant application unsuccessful - options being 
investigated 

Local Sealed Rds RINGWOOD RD  $50,000 $1,014.00    

  12808972 FLAGS RD RECONSTRUCTION $30,000 $8,933.00  Being completed during December 07 

  BARRINGTON FOREST RD - NEW GUARDRAIL $20,000  November Quotation accepted. 

   TOMALLA ROAD - SPLITTERS CREEK CAUSEWAY $20,000  December   

MR62 OWEN'S GAP REALIGNMENT $175,000 $4,325.00  Design and survey commenced - draft plans 
Nov - final design Dec 

  GUARDRAIL REPLACEMENT $20,000 $1,357.00 January Quotation accepted. 

MR105 CULVERT REPLACEMENT $99,000 $93,666.00 In progress Works in progress 

  CULVERT APPROACH ROADWORKS $76,000 $56,118.00 In progress In progress, opened mid August 07 

  MOONAN FLAT CUTTING WIDENING $10,000     

  GUARDRAIL REPLACEMENT $20,000 $23,066.00 Works Complete.   

MR358 WILLOWTREE RD RESEALING PHASE 2 $310,000 $133,954  Commenced October due to be completed by 
February 

  13380001 SATUR RD DRAINAGE $19,075   Design complete 
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Activity Project Budget $ Actual $ Programmed for Status 

  13380015 GRAEME ST ABERDEEN $12,834 $12,834.00 Work Complete   

Rds to Recovery 13380012 R2R SCONE URBAN STS SHOULDER INITIAL SEAL (R2R 
13) 

$25,601     

  13380013 R2R SCONE TOWN STREETS HEAVY PATCH AND 
RESEAL (R2R 18 & 19) 

$30,000     

   13390002 RURAL RESEALS MWA $40,000   To be completed Feb 08 

  13390010 ALLAN BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION $40,000     

  13390140 MR105 RESEAL $40,000     

  13390175 COOBA BULGA RD, GRAVEL RESHEETING $43,000   Commence Jan- Feb 08 

  13390430 R2R RURAL RESEAL - KARS SPRINGS RD $70,000     

  13390905 MR358 RESEAL $22,400 $4,683  Completed 

   13390911 2008-KARS SPRINGS RD RECONSTRUCT CH 3.2 TO 4.0 $80,000     

  13390740 SEGENHOE RD RECONSTRUCTION $40,000   Programmed for November 07 

  13390914 2008-TIMOR RD PAVEMENT REHAB AT SHOWGROUND $48,000   Programmed for November 07 

  13390915 2008-MDI RURAL RD RESEALS $27,000     

  13390916 2008-CAMPBELL ST - GRAEME TO BEDFORD 
STORMWATER $33,652     

  13390917 2008-MWA HAYES ST VENNACHER TO BOW K&G $17,000 $18,892  Commenced - due to be completed 
December 07 

  13390918 2008-BELLETREE ST GUNDY - INITIAL SEAL $31,000     

  13390926 2008-YARRAWONGA RD GRAVEL RESHEET $60,000   To be completed  in conjunction with Flood 
Damage repairs Feb-March 08 

  13392045 BELMORE ST SCONE $6,565 $6,565.00  Works complete 

  13393204 MOUNT ST, ABN (K&G) $45,067   Design required 

  13395060 HAYDON ST, MDI - K&G $31,648  February Programmed after Rosedale subdivision - 
relocate watermain 

  13405060 HAYDON ST, MDI - RECONSTRUCTION $32,000  February Programmed after Rosedale subdivision - 
relocate watermain 

  13410406 HUNTER ROAD NARRACOORTE $39,621 $6,456.00 November Telstra cable relocated. Sealing programmed 
for December. 

  13412565 WARATAH ST SCONE $66,200 $60,752.00 Nearing completion Works complete. 

  13412566 2008-R2R SUPP-HUNTER RD HALF MOON PAVEMENT 
REALIGNMENT $62,052     

  13412567 2008-LLANGOLLEN RD RECONSTRUCTION $100,000 $1,730  Commence mid January 08 

  13412568 2008-TIMOR CRAWNEY RD - RECONSTRUCTION $52,000   Programmed for February 07 

  13412569 2008-SCN KOALA ST REHABILITATION $67,132 $68,522.00 Nearing completion Works commenced 

  13412570 2008-CAMPBELL ST - PERTH TO ST ANDREWS $80,000   Design required 

Urban Rds 12526007 TOWN APPROACHES,SCN $5,900   Design required 

  13232001 INITIAL SEAL,HILL ST WINGEN $20,000   Programmed for November 07 

  13232100 TOWN ST RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM $80,000     

  13232390 KELLY ST SCN CBD UPGRADE $23,000   Design Required 

  13232503 PARKER ST SCN K&G $35,000   Design Required 

  13233217 PERTH ST ABN K&G $45,000 $1,159.00 December Design Available 
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Activity Project Budget $ Actual $ Programmed for Status 

Tpt Anc-Footpaths 12245360 FOOTPATHS MWA $25,000 $9,745  In progress 

  12245361 FOOTPATH SCN - MAIN ST ( ST AUBINS - LIVERPOOL) $28,500 $3,122.00  In progress. 

  12245361 FOOTPATH SCN - SUSAN ST (KELLY - RAILWAY ) $13,425 $7,758.00 Complete Complete 

  12245367 FOOTPATH SCN -MAIN ST(LIVERPOOL-KINGDON) $24,000     

  12245368 CBD UPGRADE MWA $10,000     

  12245370 FOOTPATH ABDN-MACQUEEN(ELDON TO PERTH) $24,000     

  12245377 FOOTPATH SCN-BARTON ST $90,000     

Other 12247402 STREET LIGHTING STUDY & IMPLEMENTATION UHSC $15,000     

  12242370 UHSC BUS SHELTERS $18,000   Grant required 

  12245061 STREET FURNITURE PURCHASES $6,000 $175.00    

  12656387 UHSC STREEC SIGNS $10,000 $1,029.00    

  12563688 UHSC SIGNAGE $50,000 $45,999.00 October Signs ordered 

  12566390 KELLY LANE CARPARK SCN $100,000 $370.00  Design Required 

          

Merriwa 62606181 MAINS REPLACEMENT       

  62606186 CEMETERY RESERVOIR $550,000   Ready to go to tender 

  62606187 PRICES LANE - MAINS UPGRADE $30,000   In Progress 

  62606189 PRICES LANE - MAINS EXTENSION $30,000   In Progress 

  62606193 2008-REFURBISH BORE PUMP $30,000     

          

Murrurundi 69200290 MAINS REPLACEMENT $50,000    

  69200296 2008-STORAGE DAM IMPROVEMENTS $100,000     

  69200292 AERATION SYSTEM $100,000   Aerators complete, electrical contract to be 
finalised. 

          

Scone/Aberdeen 22422433 VALVE REPLACEMENT $3,750   In progress 

  22422700 WATER MAINS $45,862   In progress 

  22422701 2008-WATER MAINS - SHORT ST, STAFFORD TO OXFORD $45,000     

  22422704 WATER MAIN - WARATAH STREET $75,000   Currently under construction 

  22422706 2008-WATER MAINS - PERTH ST, ABN $60,000     

  22422712 WATER MAIN - GRAEME STREET RAILWAY OVERPASS $50,000   Complete 

  22422713 2008-WATER MAINS - SEGENHOE & ST ANDREWS ST 
INTERSECTION $10,000     

  22422714 MIDDLEBROOK EXTENSION $380,000   Final consultation with stakeholders 

  22422715 2008-WATER MAINS - OXFORD ST, COOPER TO BIRRELL $20,000     

  22422716 PAINT STEEL RESERVOIR - SCN $30,000   Reviewing contracts 

  22422717 REPAIR ABN HT $50,000   Reviewing contracts 

  22422718 REPAIRS TO SCN RESERVOIRS $20,000   Reviewing contracts 

  22428681 TELEMETRY UPGRADE $210,000     

  22422730  AUGMENTATION - GLENBAWN DAM $4,730,000  March to June Project Manager appointed 25 October, 2007 
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  22422731 ABN BACKFEED $100,000     

  22422643 PID- MOOBI - PROJECT DESIGN & PLANNING $200,000     

  MOOBI ROAD MAIN EXTENSION $90,000     

          

Merriwa 82807004 2008-CCTV INVESTIGATION & REPORT $20,000     

  82807005 MAINS REPLACEMENT $20,000     

          

Murrurundi 69300241 INVESTIGATION, DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT OF 
EFFLUENT REUSE 

$295,455   Currently with design consultant 

  69300240 MAINS REPLACEMENT $20,000     

  69300244 MAINS EXTENSION $20,000     

          

Scone/Aberdeen 32435247 DEUS - BEST PRACTICE $97,500     

  32438660 RETICULATION MAINS $100,000     

  32438675 EFFLUENT REUSE - SOIL MONITORING $3,000     

  32438771 EFFLUENT REUSE - IMPROVEMENTS SPORTS COMPLEX $50,000     

  32438673 TELEMETRY UPGRADE - CONTRIBUTION TO WATER $105,000     

  32438770 ADDITIONAL TERTIARY POND AT SCONE STW $50,000     
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3.2 STRATEGIC PLAN & FUTURE WORKS PROGRAM 
  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Strategic Plan is a non-statutory plan developed by Council to enable the Council to look broadly at its long 
term objectives, well beyond the statutory Management Planning period of 3 years and to define milestones in 
both medium (5-10 years) and the shorter term (1-5 years) to meet these longer term goals. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Council is in the process of developing a Strategic Plan and Future Works Program for the Upper Hunter Shire 
to coordinate with its annual Management Planning Process. 
 
Staff have commenced the planning process and initial draft documents will be presented at the meeting. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt, amend or reject the recommendation 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Strategic Plan and Future Works Program will provide basis for budget development 
 
 
RECOMMENDED that submissions on the draft Strategic  Plan and Future Works Program be invited 
from individuals, community groups, organisations a nd companies for the inclusion of strategic issues 
to be addressed or more specific projects for inclu sion in the Strategic Plan and Future Works Program  
including the addendum as tabled at the meeting. 
 
 
MOVED: Cr N Doonan  SECONDED: Cr L Parsons  MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
3.3 RURAL FIRE DISTRICT SERVICE AGREEMENT 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The parties involved in the Service Agreement are: 

·  Upper Hunter Shire Council 
·  Liverpool Plains Shire Council 
·  Gunnedah Shire Council 
·  Commissioner of NSW Rural Fire Services 

 
The parties have agreed to operate the individual districts as the Liverpool Range Zone. 
 
The new document reflects changes to performance indicators as discussed at Service Level Agreement (SLA) 
meetings, in addition to updated resource lists. The document reflects the amalgamated shire boundaries and 
district adjustments eg inclusion of Merriwa resources.  Excerpts from the Agreement are provided under 
separate cover for Committee information. 
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ISSUES: 
 
Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW)  - 12A Entry into rural fire district service agreemen ts 
(1)  Without limiting section 12, the Commissioner may enter into a rural fire district service agreement (a 

service agreement ) with any local authority or authorities responsible for a rural fire district or districts. 
(2)  Without limitation, a service agreement: 

a) may specify functions imposed on the local authority by or under this Act that are to be exercised 
by the Commissioner during a period (if any) specified in the agreement, and 

b) may specify any obligations to be imposed on the local authority as a consequence of the 
Commissioner agreeing to exercise those functions, and 

c) may set performance targets for the exercise of those functions, and 
d) may provide for the evaluation and review of results in relation to those targets. 

3)  The Commissioner and the local authorities must, as far as practicable, exercise the functions and carry 
out the obligations in accordance with the service agreement. 

4)  The Commissioner is to report the results of the performance under a service agreement during a 
financial year to the local authority or authorities concerned within 3 months after the end of that year. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
The Agreement replaces the Service Level Agreement between the Commissioner and the Councils dated 27 
June 2003. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
No change 
 
RESOLVED that Council complete under the Common Sea l of Council the Liverpool Range Rural Fire 
District Service Agreement pursuant to s12A of the Rural Fires Act 1997 (NSW) 
 
MOVED: Cr L Parsons  SECONDED: Cr N Doonan  MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.40pm 
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Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES  

 
C.1.6 TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council: 

1. Note the minutes of the Upper Hunter Traffic Committee. 
2. Pick up/drop off zone – Scone Public School 

Establish a designated pick up/drop off zone in Hill Street Scone with time restrictions between 8.00am 
– 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00 pm.  

3. Graeme Street rail overbridge – Aberdeen 
Request Rail Infrastructure Corporation (RIC) to undertake improvements to the pedestrian walkway 
and protective fencing on Graeme Street overbridge, Aberdeen. 

4. Young driver safety and education programs 
Note the report. 

5. Service centre and fast food outlets – Scone 
Request the developer submit a revised traffic management plan complying with the requirements of 
the Roads and Traffic Authority. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
A meeting for the Upper Hunter Traffic Committee was held on 13 December 2008.  Council was represented 
by Cr E Bates.  In attendance was J Bush. 
 
ISSUES: 

1. Minutes 
2. Pick up/drop off zone – Scone Public School 
3. Graeme Street rail overbridge – Aberdeen 
4. Young driver safety and education programs 
5. Service centre and fast food outlets - Scone 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
Not applicable 
 
OPTIONS: 
To adopt or reject the Committee’s recommendations 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Nil 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
 

1. Note the minutes of the Upper Hunter Traffic Com mittee. 
2. Pick up/drop off zone – Scone Public School  

Establish a designated pick up/drop off zone in Hil l Street Scone with time restrictions between 
8.00am – 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00 pm.  

3. Graeme Street rail overbridge – Aberdeen  
Request Rail Infrastructure Corporation (RIC) to un dertake improvements to the pedestrian 
walkway and protective fencing on Graeme Street ove rbridge, Aberdeen and should the RIC 
refuse, that Council investigate ways to undertake the work. 

4. Young driver safety and education programs  
Note the report. 

5. Service centre and fast food outlets – Scone  
Request the developer submit a revised traffic mana gement plan complying with the 
requirements of the Roads and Traffic Authority. 
 
Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  P Hodges   CARRIED 
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MINUTES OF THE UPPER HUNTER TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 

HELD ON THURSDAY 13 DECEMBER 2007 
COMMENCING AT 9.30AM 

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MAIN STREET, SCONE 
 

PRESENT: 
 
Cr E Bates (Chairman), Cr P Hodges, B Ackerman (Police), L Coffey, I Jenkins (RTA) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
 
J Bush (Manager Civil Assets) 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES:  
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 4 October 2007 be adopted. 
 
Moved: B Ackerman  Seconded: E Bates  MOTION CARRIE D 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
 
1. PICK UP/DROP OFF ZONE – SCONE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Council staff have investigated current bus and traffic movements within Hill and Liverpool Streets, Scone to 
determine a suitable location for a designated pickup/drop-off zone to improve safety at Scone Public School.  
 
ISSUES: 
 
Generally a pickup/drop-off zone is located on the school side of the road and designated by ‘NO PARKING’ 
signs. It provides an appropriate environment for parents and carers when dropping off and collecting children 
from school by car. Drivers may drop-off and pick-up passengers legally within a two minute timeframe. This 
facilitates the efficient use of the area during busy times at the beginning and end of the school day. Time 
restrictions between 8.00am - 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4.00pm apply during school days.  The preferred location 
is shown on the attached plan. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
N/A 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To accept, modify or reject the recommendation. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Installation of signage funded from current budget.  
 
RESOLVED that a designated pickup/drop-off zone be established in Hill Street, Scone with time 
restrictions between 8.00am – 9.30am and 2.30pm – 4 .00pm. 
 
Moved: I Jenkins  Seconded: B Ackerman    MOTION CA RRIED 
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2. GRAEME STREET RAIL OVERBRIDGE - ABERDEEN 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Council staff have completed investigations in regard to the pedestrian walkway on the Graeme Street 
overbridge at Aberdeen to determine compliance with current regulations. This structure is the property and 
responsibility of Rail Infrastructure Corporation (RIC). The existing walkway serves as the principal pedestrian 
access across the railway line between a population centre and shopping and school precincts.  
 
ISSUES: 
 
The overall width of the existing raised walkway is 1050mm, however available width is approximately 750mm 
due to the location of pipe and chain mesh barrier fencing (refer attached). This width causes problems for the 
passing of prams and families are forced to walk out onto the road to cross the rail corridor. This poses 
significant personal risk to anyone who has to cross at this location. The desirable clear width of walkway 
available for use by pedestrians across road bridges is generally 1800mm preferred and 1500mm minimum to 
ensure safe passage. 
 
Although the overbridge is the property of Rail Infrastructure Corporation it appears that changes to road and 
pedestrian configuration is the responsibility of Council.  RIC’s obligation in respect to road over rail bridges is to 
maintain the structures to their original design functionality and capacity.  Simply removing the existing fence 
between the footpath and roadway does not ensure safe passage for pedestrians. Structural engineering design 
would be required to widen the existing footpath to meet current standards. 
 
  
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
NA 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To accept, modify or reject the recommendation. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
If Rail Infrastructure Corporation refuse to fund minor improvements to the rail overbridge a budget figure of 
$30,000 will be required. The upgrade for pedestrian access will be included in Council’s Strategic Plan and 
future works Program for 2008/09. 
 
RESOLVED that Council request Rail Infrastructure C orporation (RIC) to undertake improvements to the 
pedestrian walkway and protective fencing on Graeme  Street overbridge, Aberdeen. 
 
MOVED: I Jenkins  SECONDED: B Ackerman   MOTION CAR RIED  
 
 
3. YOUNG DRIVER SAFETY AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on Road Safety (Staysafe) has recently commenced an inquiry 
into Young Driver Safety and Education Programs. Recent statistics on the involvement of young drivers in road 
accidents indicate that males under 26 are overrepresented in road crashes and fatalities in NSW. The Staysafe 
Committee has undertaken to examine the underlying causes and issues resulting in these accidents and to 
examine the availability and effectiveness of appropriate driver education programs to target this sector of the 
driving population.  
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ISSUES: 
 
Despite improvements in laws, education, cars and general road safety awareness, young drivers are 
overrepresented when it comes to road crash statistics. Drivers under the age of 26 comprise 15 percent of the 
driving population, however they account for 36 percent of road fatalities.  
  
According to statistics compiled by the RTA from 1999 – 2003:  

·  during the five year period, fatal crashes involving drivers aged under 26 resulted in 1017 fatalities 
·  there were 973 drivers and riders aged under 26 years involved in these crashes 
·  of these 78 percent were identified as the controller of the vehicle primarily responsible for the crash 
·  male drivers account for 79 percent of the drivers under 26 involved in fatal crashes 

 
The involvement of young drivers in late night and early morning fatal crashes is significantly higher that that for 
older drivers. Of the 96 P plate drivers aged under 26 years who were involved in fatal crashes from 2001 to 
2003, 33 percent crashed between 10pm and 5am, this compares with 14 percent of drivers aged 26 years and 
over.  
 
Council’s submission to the Staysafe Committee is attached.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not Applicable 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Not Applicable 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Not Applicable 
 
RESOLVED That the Committee note the report. 
 
MOVED: E Bates SECONDED: I Jenkins  MOTION CARRIED 
 
   
4. SERVICE CENTRE AND FASTFOOD OUTLETS – SCONE 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
A Statement of Environmental Effects and accompanying Development Application for a proposed Service 
Centre on the New England Highway, northern approach to Scone has been submitted to Council for 
consideration. The subject site was the focus of a previously consented development application which gave 
permission for a service centre and restaurant. The submission of this new application seeks to extend the 
services of the site to comprise a service station / convenience store with drive through car wash and three fast 
food restaurants. The development proposal is to be undertaken on Lots 12-18, and 23 – New England 
Highway, Scone (refer attached locality plan and development layout). 
 
 ISSUES: 
 
The proposal represents a redevelopment of a large site which had existing long established service station, 
restaurant and truck stop use. The revised application as submitted did not intend making any alterations to the 
existing road system in the vicinity of the site, only to upgrade the established access driveways.  
 
The Development Application was forwarded to the Roads and Traffic Authority for comment, which are 
attached for the committee’s consideration. It should be noted that the proposed exit driveway at the southern 
end of the site will be restricted to left out only by splaying the driveway to physically prevent vehicles from 
turning right out onto the highway.  Due to this alteration to the proposal as submitted a revised traffic 
management plan will be required giving consideration to centrally locating the primary ingress/egress point 
between the service station and fast food outlets.  Also attached are engineering requirements in relation to the 
original DA which will be incorporated into revised conditions of development consent. The length of ‘no 
stopping’ zones and their effect on parking opposite the service centre development on the western side of the 
highway need further investigation and will be added to the engineering requirements.  It would be preferred that 
existing parking be retained. 
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SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not Applicable 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To accept, modify or reject the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Not Applicable 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee request the developer s ubmit a revised traffic management plan 
complying with the requirements of the Roads and Tr affic Authority. 
 
MOVED: B Ackerman  SECONDED: I Jenkins  MOTION CARR IED 
 

 
 



Page 33 of 76 of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of  
Upper Hunter Shire Council held Monday, 21 January 2008 MAYOR       GENERAL MANAGER 

 
 
Section:   COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP20/08 
 

C.1.7 CASSILIS COMMUNITY CENTRE COMMITTEE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting held 17 January 2008. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
As this meeting will be held after distribution of the Business Paper, the minutes will be tabled at the Council 
meeting. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As noted in the attached minutes. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note the minutes of the meeti ng held 17 January 2008. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Section:  COMMITTEES/DELEGATES  REP 19/08 
 
C.1.8 DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMIT TEE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That:  
1. the minutes of the Development and Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 8 January 

2008 be noted; 
2 the following recommendations be adopted: 

2.1 Item 1 - DA 294/07 Proposed Subdivision into two allotments, 261 Blairmore Lane Aberdeen 
That  
a. Council not support the objection under State Environmental Planning Policy Number 1 for 

the subdivision of lot 5 DP 242089, 261 Blairmore Lane 
b. The Department of Planning be advised that Council does not support the proposed 

subdivision 
c. Subject to advice from the Department of Planning that the SEPP No 1 objection has been 

refused, that a Notice of Determination be issued refusing the application as it does not 
comply with the Scone Local Environmental Plan 1986 

2.2 Item 2 – Proposed Service Centre – 18 – 30 Kelly St, Scone 
That subject to completion of the 79c assessment and inclusion of appropriate conditions of 
consent that DA 326/07 for a service centre development at 18-30 Kelly St be approved subject 
to a deferred commencement provision to ensure that all traffic related issues have been 
adequately addressed 

 
BACKGROUND:  
The Development and Environmental Services Committee met on 8 January 2008. Council was presented by 
Councillors: P Hodges (Chairperson), L Watts, D Peebles and J Scriven. Mr D Casson Director Environmental 
Services and P Smith Senior Environmental Officer were in attendance. There were no apologies. There were 
two items on the agenda – Item 1 DA 294/07 Proposed Subdivision into two allotments, 261 Blairmore Lane 
Aberdeen, and Item 2 Proposed Service Centre – 18 – 30 Kelly St, Scone 
 
ISSUES: 
Refer to minutes (Attachment 1) 
  
SUSTAINABILITY:  
Appropriate development assessment for applications is required under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act and includes consideration of sustainability in a variety of forms.  
 
OPTIONS: 
To agree with the recommendations of the committee and propose an alternate recommendation.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Nil 
 
 
RESOLVED that:  
1. the minutes of the Development and Environmental  Services Committee meeting held on 8 

January 2008 be noted; 
2 the following recommendations be adopted: 

2.1 Item 1 - DA 294/07 Proposed Subdivision into tw o allotments, 261 Blairmore Lane 
Aberdeen  
That  
a. Council not support the objection under State En vironmental Planning Policy 

Number 1 for the subdivision of lot 5 DP 242089, 26 1 Blairmore Lane 
b. The Department of Planning be advised that Counc il does not support the proposed 

subdivision 
c. Subject to advice from the Department of Plannin g that the SEPP No 1 objection has 

been refused, that a Notice of Determination be iss ued refusing the application as it 
does not comply with the Scone Local Environmental Plan 1986. 
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2.2 Item 2 – Proposed Service Centre – 18 – 30 Kell y St, Scone  
a. That subject to completion of the 79c assessment  and inclusion of appropriate 

conditions of consent that DA 326/07 for a service centre development at 18-30 Kelly 
St be approved subject to a deferred commencement p rovision to ensure that all 
traffic related issues have been adequately address ed; and, 

b. That the property be maintained in a satisfactor y state in the meantime. 
 

Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Minutes of the Development and Environmental Servic es Committee Meeting 
8 January 2008 – Upper Hunter Shire Council Chamber s - Scone 

 
Present:   Council was represented by Councillors: P Hodges (Chairperson), L Watts, J Scriven and Cr D 

Peebles 
 
In Attendance: Mr D Casson Director Environmental Services and Mr P Smith Senior Environmental Officer,  
 
Apologies:  Nil 
 
Absent:  Nil 
 
Declaration of Interest:  Nil 
 
Agenda Items 
 
There were two items on the agenda – Item 1 DA 294/07 Proposed Subdivision into two allotments, 261 
Blairmore Lane Aberdeen, and Item 2 Proposed Service Centre – 18 – 30 Kelly St, Scone 
 
Councillors gathered at the Chambers at 9.30am and then proceeded to site inspections in respect of both 
items. On site at Aberdeen at 9.45am and in Scone at 10.15am. The meeting reconvened at the Council 
Chambers at 11.00am. 
 
Item 1  
 
DA 294/07 Proposed Subdivision into two allotments,  261 Blairmore Lane Aberdeen, 
 
Community Members Present: Rex Adam, Gavin Jones, Rebecca Jones, Helen Wheatley) 
 
Issues 

·  The Committee inspected the site and provided the opportunity for community members to raise any 
concerns or issues associated with the development 

·  There are two existing dwellings on the subject land. 
·  The application seeks to subdivide one of the dwellings (currently rented out) with approximately 

4000m2 (1 acre) of land attached.  
·  The application does not comply with the minimum area requirements of the zone and therefore an 

objection under State Environmental Planning Policy Number 1 has been lodged. Due to the variation to 
the standard (greater than 10%) determination of the objection will be required from the Department of 
Planning.  

·  Submissions from an adjoining owner and the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) (Agriculture) have 
been received.  

·  The concerns relate to potential land use conflict with the adjacent intensive agricultural land uses 
(predominantly lucerne / hay production), and that the creation of a residential type allotment that is not 
connected to a farm may impact on the surrounding agricultural activities.  

·  The development needs substantial justification – there is potential for similar subdivisions in the area.  
·  The D & E Committee considered the merits of the application and were in agreement with the 

submission from the DPI that the proposal has the potential to create conflict in the future, and that the 
objection under State Environmental Planning Policy Number should not be supported. 

 
Recommendation : 
That  

a Council not support the objection under State Environmental Planning Policy Number 1 for the 
subdivision of lot 5 DP 242089, 261 Blairmore Lane 

b The Department of Planning be advised that Council does not support the proposed subdivision 
c Subject to advice from the Department of Planning that the SEPP No 1 objection has been 

refused, that a Notice of Determination be issued refusing the application as it does not comply 
with the Scone Local Environmental Plan 1986 

 
   Moved Cr Hodges seconded Cr Peebles  Carried 
  (Note that Cr Watts voted against the recommendat ion) 
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Item 2  
 
Proposed Service Centre – 18 – 30 Kelly St, Scone 
 
Community members present: Jackie Arnold (HDB), Simon Murphy (HDB), Barry Mack, Roy McRae, Daryl 
Tuckey, B Simmonds and Athol Rose 
 
Issues 

·  The Committee inspected the site and provided the opportunity for community members to raise any 
concerns or issues associated with the development 

·  The Traffic Committee have concerns about the proposed access arrangements. It restricts the ability 
for north bound traffic to directly enter the service station area.  

·  Hours of operation – including trading and delivery times  
·  Noise – the proposal will incorporate an acoustic fence  
·  Lighting – will be directed onto the service centre site, not onto adjoining neighbours  
·  Concerns were raised by residents about the potential impact on on-street parking, especially on the 

western side of the highway.  
·  The section 79c assessment will be provided under separate cover. 

 
Recommendation 
That subject to completion of the 79c assessment and inclusion of appropriate conditions of consent that DA 
326/07 for a service centre development at 18-30 Kelly St be approved subject to a deferred commencement 
provision to ensure that all traffic related issues have been adequately addressed. 

 
Moved Cr Watts  seconded Cr Scriven  Carried 

 
Meeting Closed: 11.45am 
 
Next Meeting:  12 February 2008 
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DEVELOPMENT 
 
Section: DEVELOPMENT REP 2/08  

 
D.1.1 FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT – OFFER OF FUNDING 2007 /8  
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That  

1 Council accept the offer of funding from the Minister for Climate Change and Water in respect of the 
Aberdeen Flood Study, Murrurundi Floodplain Management Plan and Scone Floodplain 
Management Plan; 

2 Council’s Seal be placed on the relevant documentation.  
 

BACKGROUND:  
 
Council has been advised that it has received funding towards further expenditure for the Aberdeen Flood 
Study, Murrurundi Floodplain Management Plan and Scone Floodplain Management Plan. Such notification and 
acceptance of funding has in the past been undertaken by Council staff. This year the Department has indicated 
that it requires Council’s Seal to be placed on the acceptance documentation.  
 
The funding is provided on the 2:1 basis. The advice indicates that $15,000 is available for Aberdeen, and 
$5000 for each of Murrurundi and Scone. This will require a Council contribution of an additional $12,500 to 
provide a total of $37,500 towards floodplain management.  
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  Council has benefitted from Floodplain Management funding for a number of years. There are several 

“programs” which continue to be implemented at various stages.  
·  The latest offer of funding requires Council seal to be applied to the relevant documentation.  
·  It is envisaged that several of the programs will be completed over the next 12 months, however 

development of a floodplain management plan for Aberdeen (following completion of the Flood Study) will 
require further contributions.  

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
The ongoing commitment to floodplain management ensures that any development within potentially flood liable 
areas is in accordance with the Floodplain Management Manual.  
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To affix Council’s Seal to the relevant documentation or to not accept the offer of funding.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
The funding is offered on a 1:1:1 basis with Council’s contributing 1/3. The funding offered is for $25,000 and 
requires to provide $12,500 (when funding is spent).  
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that  
1 Council accept the offer of funding from the Mini ster for Climate Change and Water in respect of 

the Aberdeen Flood Study, Murrurundi Floodplain Man agement Plan and Scone Floodplain 
Management Plan; 

2 Council’s Seal be placed on the relevant document ation.  
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr J Scriven   CARRIED 
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Section: DEVELOPMENT REP8/08 

 
D.1.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO 341/07 SUBDIVISION  INTO EIGHT 

ALLOTMENTS, SATUR ROAD SCONE 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Development Application 341/07 for a proposed eight lot subdivision be referred to the Development and 
Environmental Services Committee for further assessment and recommendation to Council.  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Owner:  PA & LJ GLEESON  
Applicant:  PA & LJ GLEESON 
Location:   LOT 13 DP 834469 & LOT 101 DP 1089781, 2 & 12 SATUR ROAD, SCONE 
Proposal:  SUBDIVISION INTO EIGHT ALLOTMENTS 
 
The Council has received a development application to subdivide the abovementioned properties such as to 
create eight (8) residential allotments (see the attached proposed plan of subdivision). The Council has received 
three submissions objecting to the proposal. The issues raised in the attached submissions include: potential for 
increased stormwater runoff, the road safety (creation of additional driveways near a busy intersection), impact 
of smaller lots on rural amenity, potential for noise and dust created from the driveway to Lot 7, loss of privacy 
and affect on property values.  
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  An assessment under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act has not yet been completed. 
·  The proposed lots meet the minimum residential area requirements of 650 sq meters as set out in the 

Scone Local Environment Plan 1986 (note the smallest lot is 720 sq metres).  
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an important 
role for Council.  
 
OPTIONS: 
To refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee or to have a further report 
submitted to Council.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Development Application fees of $590 have been paid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Development Application 341/07 for a proposed eight lot subdivision be referred to the 
Development and Environmental Services Committee fo r further assessment and recommendation to 
Council.  
 

Moved:  Cr L Parsons  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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Development Application No. 341/07 – Proposed Subdivision into Eight Allotments 
Location Plan 
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Proposed Plan of Subdivision 
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Submissions 
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Section: DEVELOPMENT REP13/08 

 
D.1.3 KYOTO ENERGY FARM - PRESENTATION 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
That Council invite representatives from the Kyoto Energy Farm to provide an overview and update of the 
energy farm proposal. 
 
BACKGROUND:    
 
Council is aware of the proposal to develop an energy farm at Middlebrook Station and Mountain station, on the 
outskirts of Scone. The information submitted to date indicates that it is proposed to erect over 40 wind turbines 
and have other energy generation such as solar panels, solar thermal and closed loop hydro electric. The 
development at Mountain Station would also include tourist facilities.  
 
The proponents are currently preparing the relevant background and environmental assessment documentation 
for submission to the Department of Planning for determination.  
 
ISSUES: 
 

·  The proponents have already engaged in public consultation, prior to official lodgement of the 
development application. 

·  The proposal has been the subject of a number of articles and correspondence in the local media, as 
well as public meetings. 

·  The update will provide an opportunity for council to be briefed on progress to date, including a 
response to any community concerns that have become relevant in the preliminary consultation 
process. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Documentation from the proponents indicates that the development would provide the opportunity for Scone to 
have “a source of green clean and 100% renewable energy”. It will be an integral component of the assessment 
to determine potential impacts arising from the delivery of such energy.  
 
OPTIONS: 
 

·  To invite the representatives to address Council at its general meeting or have a presentation to a 
committee of council.  

 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
 
 
Council welcomed representatives from the Kyoto Ene rgy Farm to provide an overview and update of 
the energy farm proposal. 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
Section:   General Administration REP439/07 
 

G.1.1 DISPOSAL OF RESIDENCE 92 RIFLE RANGE ROAD, ME RRIWA 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council:- 
 

1. list the property for sale with an appropriate Real Estate Agent in Merriwa; 
2. authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign documentation in relation to the sale and affix 

Council’s Seal as necessary. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Council has four residential properties within Merriwa which were primarily purchased by the former Merriwa 
Shire Council to attract senior staff to the town.  Council has since sold one of the residences located at 116 
Rifle Range Road.  The remaining three properties are currently rented out at market values and none of the 
properties are occupied by Council staff. 
 
All properties are well maintained, however, the property at 92 Rifle Range Road has had increasing 
maintenance requirements and has been the subject of numerous complaints from tenants.  The residence is 
approximately 23 years old.   
 
It is suggested that Council should retain the following properties:- 
 

�  42 William Street 
�  16 Macartney Street 

 
It is also suggested that the time has come to dispose of the property at 92 Rifle Range Road. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Nil 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
The proceeds of the sale could off-set purchases of new future assets. 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council:- 
 

1. list the property for sale with an appropriate R eal Estate Agent in Merriwa; 
2. authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign documentation in relation to the sale and affix 

Council’s Seal as necessary. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Section:  GENERAL          Rep: 14/08 

 
G.1.2 LOCAL ORDERS POLICY – KEEPING OF ANIMALS 
 Council: 21 January 2008 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council adopt the amended Local Orders Policy – Keeping of Animals in Upper Hunter Shire Council as 
amended.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Council agreed to placing an amended Local Orders Policy – Keeping of Animals in Upper Hunter Shire Council 
on public exhibition following a recommendation from the November Development and Environmental Services 
Committee meeting. The document was available for public comment from 6th December 2007 until 11th January 
2008, provided under separate cover. One submission was received and a copy is attached. 
 
ISSUES: 
 

·  It is appropriate to have an ongoing review process for all Council policies 
·  A number of copies of the document were obtained by members of the public however only one 

submission was received. The submission makes several points in respect of the keeping of the 
keeping of native animals and in particular flying foxes. The points refer to: the number of offspring able 
to be kept, paving of the floor of cages, distance of cages from buildings, questioning apparent 
encouragement of keeping of such native animals and responsibility for monitoring of conditions / 
requirements. 

·  The Local Orders Policy – Keeping of Animals has been further reviewed and several amendments 
suggested following receipt of the submissions. Two further amendments have been included (these 
amendments are highlighted in the attached document) clarifying the maximum number of flying foxes 
that can be kept and requiring paving or other impervious floor to the cage. If Council is in agreement, it 
is recommended that the document be adopted.  

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Appropriate policies for the keeping of animals particularly within the residential area.  
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt the amended policy as recommended, to adopt the policy as exhibited or to refer the document back 
to the Development and Environmental Services Committee for further consideration.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Costs associated with report preparation and public notification of the document 
 
 
Declarations of Interest 
Cr L Watts declared a non-pecuniary interest as a relative to people engaged in the activity of caring for native 
animals including flying foxes / bats. She vacated the Chamber and took no part in discussions or voting. 
 
RESOLVED that Council adopt the amended Local Order s Policy – Keeping of Animals in Upper Hunter 
Shire Council as amended, with the addition of a cl ause stating that the keeping of native animals be 
discouraged.  
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr N Doonan  CARRIED 
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WORKS/TECHNICAL 
 
Section: WORKS/TECHNICAL REP16/08 

 
J.1.1 DISCUSSION PAPER - ROAD MAINTENANCE COUNCIL C ONTRACTS 
 Council: 21 January 2008 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council make a submission to the Roads and Traffic Authority on the Road Maintenance Council Contracts 
(RMCC) Issues and Options paper by the due date of 15 February 2008, highlighting the importance of retaining 
the work under Council’s stewardship and the detrimental effects any job losses will have on the community, 
particularly to the Merriwa community. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Roads and Traffic Authority released a discussion paper in the first week of January 2008 to review options 
for the delivery of maintenance services by local Council’s on state roads to be known as Road Maintenance 
Council Contracts (RMCC).  The full Issues and Options paper is provided under separate cover.  Council 
currently has contract arrangements with the Roads and Traffic Authority for the Golden Highway known as 
Single Invitation Maintenance Contracts (SIMC) which expires in June 2008. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The Roads and Traffic Authority identified 10 leading options for the Road Maintenance Council Contracts 
(RMCC).  A number of these lead options remove the ‘single invitation’ component of the current contract which 
would have serious consequences for Upper Hunter Shire Council’s workforce planning.  Without the guarantee 
of this work, Council would expect a minimum of 10 staff positions would be placed in jeopardy and significant 
local contract work may be lost.  The loss of these positions and contract works would be particularly 
detrimental to the community of Merriwa where the majority of these positions and contractors are based. 
 
The current 2007/2008 budget for SIMC works is; 
 

·  $435,000 – General contract works 
·  $2,095,000 – Individual priced works orders 

 
The average annual value of work over the past 4 years is $2,530,000. 
 
The SIMC has operated successfully since July 2000 and Council has invested a great deal of time and money 
obtaining Roads and Traffic Authority Quality Assurance qualification.  This expertise developed over the last 8 
years may be wasted should the Roads and Traffic Authority adopt an option that removes this work from 
Council. 
 
Some of the lead options also advocate the removal of spray sealing works that are currently undertaken by 
Council.  The loss of this work would dramatically affect the size of Council’s contract with the current sealing 
contractor, and subsequent financial ramifications.   
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
A number of the lead options proposed would affect the long term sustainability of Council’s existing full time 
staff numbers. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Accept, modify or reject the recommendation. 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
No financial consideration with respect to Council’s submission, however the reduction of work of approximately 
$2.0m per year would have significant impact on Council’s budget and workforce particularly in the Merriwa 
district. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council make a submission to the Road s and Traffic Authority on the Road 
Maintenance Council Contracts (RMCC) Issues and Opt ions paper by the due date of 15 February 2008, 
highlighting the importance of retaining the work u nder Council’s stewardship and the detrimental 
effects any job losses will have on the community, particularly to the Merriwa community. 
 

Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 5.47PM. 


