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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY,  
23 JULY 2007 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MAIN STREET, SCONE COMMENCING AT 4.00 PM 

 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Cr Barry Rose (Chairman), Cr Les Parsons, Cr Errol Bates, Cr Errol Cottle, Cr Deirdre Peebles, Cr Lee Watts 
and Cr John Scriven. 
 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
RESOLVED that the apologies received from Crs Nat D oonan and Peter Hodges be accepted and 
leave of absence granted. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Mr Daryl Dutton (General Manager), Mr Bede Spannagle (Director Technical Services), Mr Steve Pryor 
(Deputy Director Corporate Services), Mr Paul Smith (Senior Environmental Officer), Mrs Coleen Pinkerton 
(Manager Technical Support) and Mrs Robyn Cox (Executive Personal Assistant). 
 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the ordinary meeting h eld on 25 June 2007 be adopted. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Peebles  CARRIED 
 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 
Nil. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

 
Nil. 
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.7.1 RAILWAY LEVEL CROSSINGS - NEW ENGLAND HIGHWAY , SCONE 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council make further urgent representations to both the Federal and State Roads and Transport 
Ministers together with the Australian Rail Track Corporation for the construction of a railway overpass to 
replace the last railway level crossing on the New England Highway in Scone. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
On 11th or 12th of July at approximately 5.40pm, I witnessed an incident at the Liverpool Street level crossing 
which provided a reminder of the dangers of having 2 level crossings which effectively dissect the town of 
Scone when coal trains are passing though. 
 
On the occasion in question, the Liverpool Street boom gates were closed to allow a coal train to pass. Traffic 
was banked up on both sides of the crossing. An ambulance with lights flashing arrived and after good work 
by the driver, got to the front of the line. Nevertheless, a delay of several minutes occurred, which in certain 
circumstances could be life-threatening. 
  
Given that Australian Rail Track Corporation policy is to have longer, faster and more frequent coal trains, the 
elimination of the New England Highway level crossing, the only remaining one on the New England 
Highway, is urgent and vital. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Australian Rail Track Corporation are currently trialling longer trains on the North West Coal Link following 
recent extensions to railway passing loops at Murrulla. 
 
Development of coal in the Gunnedah/Narrabri area will require more frequent and longer trains through 
Scone with and without the Ardglen Tunnel project. 
 
There is currently a problem with the town of Scone dissected by the existing trains that prevent access at 
both level crossings in Scone simultaneously, including the only level crossing in the New England Highway, 
Sydney to Brisbane. 
 
Recent events of rail traffic focus attention on the unsafe nature of railway level crossing which in addition to 
the restricted access across Scone place the road users and community at an unacceptable risk. 
 
Further representations to Governments, both State & Federal, as well as the Australian Rail Track 
Corporation is required. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt, reject or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council make further urgent represent ations to both the Federal and State Roads 
and Transport Ministers together with the Australia n Rail Track Corporation for the construction of a 
railway overpass to replace the last railway level crossing on the New England Highway in Scone. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr J Scriven   CARRIED 
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.7.2 GST COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE  - 1 MAY 2006 TO 3 0 APRIL 2007 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council sign enclosed GST certificate for period 1/5/06 to 30/4/07. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Department of Local Government requires that councils ensure adequate controls are in place for capturing 
GST transactions in their financial systems.  The certificates are to be signed under council resolution. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Council uses Fujitsu 2000+ to manage all financial transactions which extracts GST amounts automatically 
when processes receipts and payments.  GST is remitted monthly to the Australian Taxation office. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council sign enclosed GST certificate  for period 1/5/06 to 30/4/07. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
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UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
 

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX CERTIFICATE  
 
 

Payment of Voluntary GST 1 May 2006 to 30 April 2007 
 
 
To assist compliance with Section 114 of the Commonwealth Constitution, we certify that: 
 

·  Voluntary GST has been paid by Upper Hunter Shire Council for the period 1 May 2006 to 30 April 
2007. 

 
·  Adequate management arrangements and internal controls were in place to enable the Council to 

adequately account for its GST liabilities and recoup all GST input tax credits eligible to be claimed. 
 

·  No GST non-compliance events by the Council were identified by or raised with the Australian 
Taxation Office.  

 
 

 
Signed in accordance with a resolution of Council made on 23 July 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 

…………………………    ………………………… 
Barry Rose      
MAYOR     COUNCILLOR 

 
 
 
 
 

…………………………    ………………………… 
Daryl Dutton     Wayne Cossens 

GENERAL MANAGER RESPONSIBLE ACCOUNTING OFFICER 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE  
 
Cr L Parsons 
 
1. Flood Damage – June 07  

Enquired whether Council was putting together a program for restoration of damage following the 
recent floods, and if so, would like a copy. 
The Director Technical Services replied that a program is still being put together as claims are being 
processed by RTA Inspectors.  Copies can be made available when finalised. 
 
 

Cr E Cottle 
 
1. LEP 

Requested an update on the LEP. 
The Senior Environmental Officer replied that amendments to the Planning Strategy are still to be 
considered by the LEP Community Advisory Committee at a meeting which will be held around mid 
August, after which the Strategy will be placed on public exhibition, and considered by Council.  The 
Strategy will be finalised by the end of the year.  The draft LEP will commence preparation during the 
same time frame to be finalised by June 2008. 

 
2. Heritage Listed Property – Bow Street Merriwa 

Requested that the Mayor provide Councillors details of any progress regarding the owners of the 
property in Bow Street, Merriwa, and their desire to demolish a heritage listed but derelict dwelling on 
the site.   
The Mayor advised that the couple who had inherited the cottage were concerned that they were to 
provide a photographic study and archaeological study at their cost.  This was not fair for them to 
have to pay when work done is a record for the community.  Council’s Heritage Adviser has since 
been overseeing the archaeological work on behalf of Council so no cost to the owners. 
The General Manager advised that the parties are still interested in the relocation of the property to 
ensure the cottage is maintained for its heritage value. 

 
RESOLVED that a draft policy be developed for futur e applications involving demolition of 
heritage buildings for Council’s consideration.  
 

Moved:  Cr D Peebles  Seconded:  Cr E Bates  CARRIED 
 

3. Upper Hunter Weeds Authority 
Enquired whether the Weeds Authority provide Council with a report detailing their activities across 
the Shire. 
The General Manager replied that Council delegates attend the Upper Hunter Weeds Authority 
meetings.  The UHWA have a responsibility to prepare Annual Reports based on activities that occur 
throughout the year.  It will be circulate to Councillors or should further information not contained in 
this report be required a request will be made to the UHWA. 
The Mayor suggested that interim reports may be required. 
The General Manager advised that the Weeds Authority will be requested to provide additional 
information. 

 
Cr D Peebles 

 
1. Water Restrictions 

Enquired whether Merriwa’s water restrictions could be lowered after recent rains. 
The General Manager replied that the water restrictions are currently under review.  Murrurundi 
restrictions have been relaxed from Level 4B to 2 and are also under review. 
 

2. Library Funding 
After attending the State Library Conference recently and being made aware of funding cuts, 
enquired whether a presentation could be made to the next Council meeting to keep people aware of 
the state of Library Funding. 
The General Manager advised that the minutes of the Upper Hunter Regional Library Services are 
circulated to Councillors.  Member Councils were unsure of impact of funding cuts to UHRLS.  A 
report will come to Council. 
The Mayor suggested that a presentation to either the August or September Council meeting has 
merit. 
The General Manager will make the appropriate arrangements. 
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Cr L Watts 
 
1. Intersection at Main & Susan Streets. 

Enquired whether, in light of the adverse publicity in regard to this intersection, Council was planning 
to do anything more to rectify the problem. 
The Director Technical Services advised that some media reports regarding the situation were 
erroneous.  The Traffic Committee inspected the intersection following a previous accident at the 
site, after which stop signs were introduced.  The Traffic Committee will consider further possible 
remedies to improve the intersection safety. 
The Mayor asked if anybody was charged after the accidents. 
The Director Technical Services replied that charges had been laid. 
 

2. Proposed Wind Farm 
Requested that action be taken to provide residents in the area of the proposed Wind Farm with 
information that they had been promised by the applicant, yet their office is often closed and they are 
not receiving this information. 
The General Manager advised that the applicants, Kyoto Energy Park have said that they are happy 
to liaise with residents and that a shopfront and website would be available.  They will be contacted 
to ensure that these channels are operating.  
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COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REPORTS 
 
Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES  

 
C.7.1 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Council:  23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the recommendations of the Finance Committee as circulated be adopted. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Finance Committee meeting has been called for Friday, 20 July 2007.  Recommendations from that 
meeting will be available at the Council meeting. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As per agenda paper. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As per report. 
 
 
 
F.7.1 
RESOLVED that Council note the financial report for  the period. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
 
F.7.2 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Write to the staff who contributed their own tim e to building the boat ramp at Lake Glenbawn 

congratulating them on their efforts. 
2. Note the comments on the budget variations by ma nagers. 
3. Vote the funds requested and note the source of funds, as detailed by the managers. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Parsons  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Section: COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP215/07 

 
C.7.2 MURRURUNDI & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting held 12 June 2007. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Committee meets every second month. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As outlined in the minutes. 
More volunteers are needed to open the Museum. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt the recommendations or determine otherwise. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
 
1. Note the minutes of the meeting held 12 June 200 7. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 

2. On behalf of Murrurundi Historical Society, cont act the Liverpool Plains Shire Council 
requesting to book the Garford Fire Engine for upco ming events, including Australia Day, for 
the next ten (10) years.  Should the Liverpool Plai ns Shire Council not agree, the matter be 
referred to the Department of Local Government for dispute resolution. 

 
Moved:  Cr Barry Rose  Seconded:  Cr E Cottle   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE MURRURUNDI & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
HELD AT THE MUSEUM, MAYNE ST, MURRURUNDI ON 12 JUNE 2007, COMMENCING AT 3.20PM 

 
 
 

1.0 MEMBERS: P Paton, C Farrow, C Hughes, B Riddell, P Mitchell, P Norvill 
 
 

2.0 IN ATTENDANCE: Vacant 
 
 

3.0 APOLOGIES: Gwen Alchin, Janice Hollow, Heather Ranclaud, Zina Daniel 
 

MOTION: That the apologies be accepted 
 
MOVED: C Farrow     SECONDED: C Hughes 

 
 

4.0 ABSENT:  
 
 

5.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST :  Nil 
 
 

6.0 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
 

MOTION: That the minutes of the previous meeting we re read and found to be correct.  
 
MOVED: C Farrow     SECONDED: C Hughes 

 
 

7.0 BUSINESS ARISING: 
 

7.1 Audio Tapes 
 

The tapes made by George Nethery have not been located. 
 

7.2 Carpet 
 

H. Ranclaud has advised the carpet in the gallery should be laid before the end of June.   
 

7.3 Church Hall 
 

P Paton to obtain a copy of the key.  Manpower is needed to help with hanging the Shale 
display.  Workday set for Wednesday morning 20 June.  P Paton to ask V Carter to assist. 
 

7.4 Shale Display 
 

P Paton has nearly finished the display on the new white framed canvas boards.  The display 
is most attractive. 

 
 

8.0 CORRESPONDENCE: 
 

IN: 
E-mail from Carol Randall requesting return of WWI medals belonging to Arthur Francis Fahey 
loaned to the Museum in the 1980's 
Email from Beth Flenley re Thomas and Emma Bourne and George Baldock m. Matilda Bourne 
1859. 
Email from Ruth Smith (Michael Rodden) tracing George 7 Anne Pyne 1863 to 1873 Postal note $10 
from Adrian Mclnnes for research done. 
Invitation from Cockington Green Gardens Canberra to participate in I:1/18' scale model of residence 
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for 2008 
Request from Dawn Byrne re family history Byrne and Carey families with self addressed envelope 
for interim reply 
Request and $5 donation from Mrs. Kerrie Dibley (self addressed envelope) re John Day (Sawyer) 
and Pitchford Families m.1873 St. Paul's Mdi son b.1874 lived at Doughboy Hollow 
Museums Australia Hunter Chapter Minutes of December 2006 meeting and Agenda of June 2007 
meeting. 
Email from Kay Morgan re William Henry Gordon, her address in WA History Week Registration 
forms for 2007 
National Library of Australia New May 2007 
Letter re Garford Fire Engine from Liverpool Plains Council and rescission motion.  Copy given to V 
Carter for urgent follow up on 11 May 2007 by Upper Hunter Shire Council. 
Letter re Garford Fire Engine dated 14 May 2007 copy given to V Carter for follow up. 
Letter from State Parks re Hunter Valley Museum of Rural Life appeal for assistance 
Request from Edward Hall, Blacktown re Hall family tree 
Emails from Bruce Saunders re Railway history and photographs, request for papers Cheque $5 
from D Byrne 
National Library News June 2007 
Email from PHGC History Group (Ron Harper) re Webeck Email from John O'Neil re Shanaghan 

 
OUT: 
Email reply to Carol Randall will search for medals and advise 
Email initial reply to Kay Morgan re Dr Gordon, advising much information to send to her 
Reply to Dibley re Day and Pitchford reply to Kaye Morgan re Dr Gordon 
Reply to Byrne re Carey Reply to Hall 
Email reply and thanks to Bruce Saunders Receipt for D Byrne 
 
Action: 
History Week: The Shale Works and Mine exhibition in the Church Hall to be a feature of History 
Week in 2008. 
Fahey Medals: A search for these medals has been unsuccessful, letter of regret advising same to 
be written. 

 
 

9.0 TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

Treasurer Farrow delivered the report which was seconded by B Riddell. 
 
Balance brought forward $342.56 
Income $140.95 
Expenses $115.00 
Balance @ 13 June 2007 $368.51 
As we have not been advised that the $500 grant has been credited to our account by the Council we 
cannot state that this is a true balance. 
 
Petty Cash:  Left in tin  $12.00 
Authorised 8.4.2007 $50.00 
Total $62.00 
Paid lge. Envelopes $9.50 
Balance left in tin $52.50 
Accounts to be paid presented to this meeting by secretary $ 8.50 

 
 

10.0 GENERAL BUSINESS : 
 
10.1 Cottage Report 

 
Carmel Hughes reported that the financial balance held is $3983.45.  Sales and donations during the 
period $418.72.  A ramp for wheelchair access is needed at the back of the cottage and the pickets 
on the fence need rounding off to get rid of the sharp edges no action has been taken on these 
maters. B Riddell advised to fill in a council form for the work needed. 
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10.2  Manning the Museum 
 

B Litvensky has not paid current membership and P Mitchell advised that she would not be coming 
back.  Our resources are stretched in manning the museum.  Pam Moses has indicated that she will 
be able to man the museum on the first Wednesdays of each month.  B Riddell to put a request in 
July Links for help for one Saturday morning a month.  C Farrow will be unable to man the museum 
on the end of July market day. 

 
10.3  Back Yard 

 
The new gates for the ramp have been installed and a notice placed in the June Links Since the 
Council clean up of the yard and replacement of large farm and industrial equipment in the yard the 
area has been most popular with visitors.  One visitor from Morpeth museum said that it was 
excellent and that we have equipment that is not on show further down the valley. 

 
10.4 Raffle 

 
The sales for raffle tickets have been very slow.  Carmel Hughes thought that if we had a day selling 
tickets in the business end of town one day we should sell many to the local people, and volunteered 
one day to sell for us.  A letter requesting permission to be sent to Council. 

 
10.5 School Project 

 
The museum has been approached by a representative of both Blandford and Murrurundi Schools 
for our assistance in a project on the Pages River to be undertaken by the schools. 

 
10.6 Local Sites 
 
P Norvill is to commence a project photographing as many of the local sites as he can remember that 
have historical interest for our records. 

 
10.7 Presbyterian Church Key 

 
P Paton to obtain a copy of the key to access the building. 

 
10.8       Rail Luggage Barrow 

 
There are three luggage barrows chained together under the overhead foot bridge at Murrurundi 
Railway Station.  These have been pointed out to us by Bruce Saunders of the Railway Museum who 
has suggested that we try to obtain from State Rail one for the museum.  P Norvill will take photos to 
send with a letter to State Rail. 
 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 4.30pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held at the Museum on Tuesday, 14 August at 3pm. 
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Section: COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP216/07 

 
C.7.3 MURRURUNDI CTC COMMITTEE 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council notes the minutes of the meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The CTC Committee meets each second month to advise Council on the operation of the Murrurundi CTC. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As noted in the minutes, a new colour photocopier has been purchased and expressions of interest are 
invited for purchase of the second hand black and white photocopier. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt the recommendations or determine otherwise. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Some cost recovery from the second hand copier will benefit the CTC. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council notes the minutes of the meet ing. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr E Bates   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 
Minutes 

of the meeting of the COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY CENTRE COMMITTEE  held at  
5.05pm on Monday 18 June 2007 

at the CTC@Murrurundi, Mayne Street Murrurundi 
 
 
 
 

1.0 MEMBERS: Cr Lee Watts (Chair), Mr Steve Pryor, Mr Mark Martin, Mrs Meryl Edmonds, Mr 
Rick Freeburn 

 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs Robyn Orman, Mrs Heather Ranclaud (minutes) 
 
3.0 APOLOGIES:    Mrs Margaret Benham, 
 
4.0 ABSENT:       Mr Leslie Wand 
 
5.0      DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  Nil declared 
 
 
6.0 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

MOTION: that the minutes of the meeting held on 2 A pril 2007  be adopted as a true and 
accurate record . 

 
Moved: Steve Pryor   Seconded: Rick Freeburn                CARRIED 

 
 

7.0   BUSINESS ARISING 
 

7.1 Training sessions 
 

Robyn Orman reported that a training session on internet use was held on 2 April with 5 participants. 
 

The evaluation showed participants were pleased with the course but would like a few months break 
before undertaking more training due to the cost. 

 
Kylie-anne Craig can commence computer classes on Thursday afternoons if we can attract 5 
participants. The cost will be $45 for 3 hours or $35 for 2 hours. 

 
Advertisements have been placed in The Links for training sessions in May and June, as well as for 
volunteers and possible trainers. 

 
  

7.2 CTC Assistance Manual 
 

The manual is in progress. 
 

 
7.3 Colour Copier 

 
The colour copier has arrived and has been networked. Discussion on future of black and white copier 
deferred to General Business. 

 
7.4 Electricity Use 
 
Currently the VIC is included on the CTC account. 
Rick Freeburn is waiting on arrival of testing equipment to measure electricity use. 
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7.5 Committee membership 
 
The Community Services Officer reported that Council has endorsed the 2 nominations for membership 
of the Committee. 

 
Letters with the Committee Charter and Council Code of Conduct will be forwarded to new members. 

 
8.0     FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

8.1 Budget 
 

Steve Pryor presented the financial report noting that income and expenditure are below budget 
estimates. 

 
MOTION: budget as presented be accepted 

 
Moved: Meryl Edmonds  seconded: Mark Martin    CARRIED 

 
9.0      CTC OFFICER’S  REPORT 
 

Robyn Orman spoke to her written report. 
It was agreed to review and re arrange the room layout to better meet training needs including 
confidentiality. 
To note: resolved to accept CTC Officer’s report. 

  
10.0 GENERAL BUSINESS  

 
10.1 Photocopier  

 
Discussion took place about options for the photocopier including use and cost recovery. 

 
To note,  an EOI is to be advertised for purchase of the black and white Canon copier. 

 
10.2 CTC Income  

 
Steve Pryor reported that: 
·  the ATO agreement has been signed   
·  Centrelink agreement signed for next 12 months 
·  Council is a registered provider for Welfare to Work and all volunteers must be supervised 
·  Other uses of the room could be considered to generate income. 

 
11.0 NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting will be held at 5pm on Monday 6 August  2007 at CTC@Murrurundi, 113 Mayne 
Street, Murrurundi. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 5.40pm. 
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Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REP400/06 

 
C.7.4 LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLAN COMMUNITY ADVISORY COM MITTEE 
 
 Council: 23 July 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note: 
 

1. the minutes of the Local Environment Plan Community Advisory Committee (LEPCAC) 23 May 2007 
and 6 June 2007; and 

 
2. the draft land use strategy has been reviewed by the LEPCAC and the consultants were requested to 

amend the document for further consideration. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The LEPCAC met on the 23 May 2007 and then on the 6 June 2007 to provide input into the draft Land Use 
Strategy.  
 
The Council was represented by Cr Peter Hodges (Chair) Cr Barry Rose, Cr Errol Bates, Cr Ean Cottle, Cr 
Nat Doonan, Daryl Dutton (General Manager), David Casson (Director Environmental Services), Paul Smith 
(Senior Environmental Officer) , G Fielding & M Fallding (Planning Workshop Australia), Community 
Members included: Stuart Carter, Michael Bourke, Kim Murphy, Marjorie Eather, Greg Llewellyn, Martin 
Nixon, Linda Gant, Jan Wild and Stuart Carter (see attached minutes in relation to attendance and 
apologies). 
 
The main item on the agenda was the presentation of the draft Land Use Strategy. The 23 May meeting 
focused specifically on rural land use issues, whereas the 6 June meeting focussed on urban, rural 
residential and village issues. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Refer to minutes attached. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Participation of the community together with Councillors through the LEPCAC will help ensure a range of 
social, economic and environmental issues are considered in the Shires Land Use Strategy and Local 
Environment Plan. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To endorse the minutes of the LEPCAC or make amendments 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note: 
 
1. the minutes of the Local Environment Plan Commun ity Advisory Committee (LEPCAC) 23 May 

2007 and 6 June 2007; and that, 
2. the draft land use strategy has been reviewed by  the LEPCAC and the consultants were 

requested to amend the document for further conside ration. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLAN COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD 23 MAY 2007 AT THE SCONE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
MEETING COMMENCED: 6.10pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Cr Peter Hodges (Chair) Cr Barry Rose, Cr Errol Bates, Cr Nat Doonan, Cr Ean Cottle, Mr 
Daryl Dutton (General Manger), Mr David Casson (Director Environmental Services), Mr Paul Smith (Senior 
Environmental Officer), Mr Martin Fallding (Planning Workshop Australia),Community Members: Julee 
Gilmour, Stuart Carter, Michael Bourke, Kim Murphy, David Paradice, Marjorie Eather, Jan Wild, John Hill, 
Martin Nixon, Linda Gant, Fran Wachtel 
 
APOLOGIES:  Greg Llewellyn 
 
VISITORS:  Nil  
 
Agenda Items  
 
Confirmation of the Minutes 
Motion: That the minutes of the last meeting held on the 26 April 2006 be confirmed. 
 
Moved:  M. Nixon Seconded: Cr N Doonan    CARRIED 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
A query was made regarding the outcomes of the community consultations as part of the Situation Analysis 
Report. It was explained that these were undertaken as part of the Community Focus Meetings. These are 
related to a range of Council planning activities including the Strategic Plan and Community Plan.  
 
At these meetings Council Officers gave a brief presentation on the Situation Analysis and how it relates to 
the development of the Land Use Strategy and Local Environment Plan. The issues that were raised at these 
meetings tended to be general and participants were given questionnaires that were to be faxed or sent to 
the consultants, PWA.  
 
It was requested that LEPCAC members be given a more formal invitation to attend future community 
consultation meetings related to the LEP. 
 
Presentation of the Land Use Strategy (Section 8) 
A brief presentation was given by the PWA representative on section 8 of the Land Use Strategy. It was 
identified that there are three major rural land use planning issues in the LGA. These include minimum rural 
subdivision lot sizes, protection of agricultural land and areas of coal mining potential. 
 
A brief outline of the significance of agriculture to the Upper Hunter Shire, and the possible objectives, 
policies and strategic actions that could be used to inform decisions about lot sizes in the new LEP. 
 
The rural lot size analysis that was undertaken shows that the average size of rural holdings is 261 ha, and 
the overall average lot size is 58 ha. It was suggested that statements regarding the way concessional 
allotments have resulted in rural residential development either being removed or qualified with examples.  
 
General Business 
There was a substantial amount of general discussion and commentary about lot sizes and other rural 
issues. The following attempts to capture various issues that were raised in the discussions. 
 

·  Real estate enquiries for rural properties are generally for areas of 40 ha - 100 ha is considered too 
large. 

·  There was a suggestion to focus on the fundamental objectives for rural lands in the LGA. 
·  Where smaller lot sizes (<40ha) are required this could be catered for in a Rural Lifestyle Zone. 
·  There may be some preference for flexibility that would allow a range of rural lot sizes that might 

allow a range of rural land uses. It is necessary to decide whether the discussion about rural lot sizes 
is about dwelling entitlements or appropriate agricultural land use. The inclusion/creation of a 
dwelling entitlement adds value to the land which may be beneficial to the landholders seeking to sell 
and for other seeking to live on a property. However it increases the price of agricultural land which 
makes it more expensive for farmers who wish to purchase additional land to expand their enterprise. 
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·  Some flexibility into the lot size provision can be made through the submission of a Property 

Management Plan that demonstrates the reduced lot as being a viable agricultural enterprise. 
·  Where a dwelling entitlement has been created under a previous LEP then the entitlement remains 

once the new LEP comes into effect. 
·  A map was presented showing land capability and the inclusion of a ring system where smaller lot 

sizes close to towns are permissible, further out requires larger lot sizes. This is the approach used in 
the current Scone LEP 1986. 

·  Climate change issues where raised. However it was considered that the LEP is not an appropriate 
way of addressing such issues especially because of the current uncertainty and conflicting views on 
this matter.  

·  Coal mining potential should not be allowed to hold up other land development. As a result the LEP 
should not show potential coal mining areas. 

·  No actual restrictions should be placed on coal mining in the LEP. 
·  Notification of service availability to purchasers of rural allotments. 

 
The General Manager summed up the issues where there appeared to be consensus: 

·  Application of a flexible approach and variable lot sizes 
·  Retention of existing dwelling entitlements 
·  Should not need to get development consent for activities that are the basis of the zone objectives. 

Eg farm dams should not require development consent. 
·  That the Climate Change issue is noted. 
·  Protection of water quality is subject to the heads of consideration in the section 79c assessments 

that are carried out for developments under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
·  The LEP should not identify potential coal mining areas. 

 
Recommendation to Council 
 
Council note that the draft strategy has been reviewed by the LEPCAC and the consultant requested to 
amend the document for further consideration. 
 
Moved: Cr Rose Seconded: Cr Doonan   CARRIED 
 
Next Meeting:  6 June 2007 
 
Meeting Closed: 7.35pm 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLAN COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD  6 JUNE 2007 AT THE SCONE COUNCIL CHAMBERS. 

 
MEETING COMMENCED:  6.00 PM 
 
PRESENT: Cr Peter Hodges (Chair), Cr Barry Rose, Cr Nat Doonan, Cr Ean Cottle, David Casson 
(Director Environmental Services) Paul Smith (Senior Environmental Officer) Martin Fallding, Garry Fielding 
(Planning Workshop Australia) Community Members: Jan Wilde, Fran Wachtel, Stuart Carter, Martin Nixon, 
Linda Gant, Greg Llewellyn and Kim Murphy. Mr Daryl Dutton (General Manger) from 6.30pm. 
 
APOLOGIES:  Murray Armstrong, Marjorie Eather, Cr Errol Bates. 
 
VISITORS:   Nil  
 
Agenda Items : 
Confirmation of the minutes.  
Moved : That the minutes of the last meeting held on 23 May 2007 be confirmed. 
 
Moved: Cr Rose.    Seconded: Cr Doonan.  CARRIED 
 
Business Arising from the minutes: 
Stuart Carter is concerned about the issue of climate change. Distributed the Government position on climate 
change; Wentworth Groups documentation. He would like this matter to be revisited. 
 
Presentation of Land Use Strategy: 
·  The Consultants (PWA) gave a presentation on sections 6 and 7 from the Land Use Strategy. This was 

mixed with discussion and comments by LEPCAC member on various aspects of the document. The 
following tries to capture the main issues/ concerns: 

·  Concerns were again raised about the statistics of population projections that were being used in the 
Land Use Strategy 

·  It was suggested Council could consider adopting a figure for population projection. The 2006 Census 
data will be available in August 2007. 

·  Not planning far enough ahead. Are we supplying land sufficient to meet expected demand? 
·  Would like a document that is not too negative. Requests to avoid naming specific places.  Planning 

Workshop Australia will review the document to ensure a more positive / clear presentation of the 
information.  

·  Merriwa suggested as industrial site – may not be appropriate as its black soil. Reduce conservation in 
zone areas by a bit. 

·  Water re-use could be considered. However regarded as difficult tor the LEP. 
·  St Aubins Estate proposes to apply the principles of Water Saving Urban Design. 
·  Golden Highway – bypass through Merriwa. 
·  Discussion about achieving particular forms of residential development – some could be achieved 

through the zone objectives and provisions- how more specifics could be achieved through development 
control plans. 

·  Avoid Ribbon Development. 
·  Adequate rural /residential land can take pressure of the demand for rural subdivision. 
·  Residential development needs to cater for people at different stages of their life. 
 
General Business. 
·  Stuart Carter – Raised the concern the climate change issue was not being given adequate attention – 

based on the previous minutes. It was felt that the matter is being taken seriously at other levels of 
government and as such should be incorporated into the Land Use Strategy. It was suggested that 
adequate consideration needed to be given to lot sizes, water availability, energy efficiency and transport 
systems.  

·  Scone has more water than we currently use – the problem is related to infrastructure – pump capacity. 
·  Drought does not equal climate change – climate change is incremental – the Strategy should recognise 

this and make provision for the future. 
 
 
Next Meeting: 27 June 2007 
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Section: COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP:221/07 

 
C.7.5 DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMIT TEE 
  Council: 23 July 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That:  
  
1. the minutes of the Development and Environmental Services Committee meeting held on 10 July 

2007 be noted; 
 
2 the following recommendations be adopted: 

Item 1 DA 84/07 Boundary Adjustment, Strata Subdivision, Duplex and Two Dwellings (including two 
single carports and four 5000L water tanks) 
2.1 That DA 84/07 be approved subject to appropriate conditions of consent, incorporating the 

issues arising from the committee. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Development and Environmental Services Committee met on 10 July 2007. Council was presented by 
Councillors: P Hodges (Chairperson), L Watts, J Scriven, D Peebles, Mr P Smith, Senior Environmental 
Officer and Mr D Dutton, General Manager (provided input). There was one item on the agenda – Item 1 DA 
84/07 for a Boundary Adjustment, Strata Subdivision, Duplex and Two Dwellings (including two single 
carports and four 5000L water tanks) 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Refer to minutes (Attachment 1) 
The completed section 79c assessment and recommended conditions are provided under separate cover. 
  
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
The assessment of development applications in accordance with the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act with consideration and review by the Development and Environmental Services Committee 
is an important process for council consideration of more complex development issues. Ongoing review of 
Council’s policies is necessary under the Local Government Act and appropriate to ensure that current 
circumstances are taken into consideration. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To agree with the recommendations of the committee and propose an alternate recommendation.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil 
 
 
RESOLVED that:  
1. the minutes of the Development and Environmental  Services Committee meeting held on 10 

July 2007, be noted as amended, and; 
Amendment:  

�  Moving the proposed carport on Lot B (Maint Street)  back 1 further metre from the 
boundary. 

2. the following recommendations be adopted: 
Item 1 DA 84/07 Boundary Adjustment, Strata Subdivi sion, Duplex and Two Dwellings 
(including two single carports and four 5000L water  tanks)  
2.2 That DA 84/07 be approved subject to appropriat e conditions of consent, 

incorporating the issues arising from the committee . 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 
Minutes of the Development and Environmental Servic es Committee Meeting 

10 July 2007  – Upper Hunter Shire Council Chambers  - Scone 
 
Present:   Council was represented by Councillors:  P Hodges (Chairperson), L Watts, D 

Peebles, J Scriven 
 
In Attendance:  P Smith, Senior Environmental Officer, Mr D Dutton General Manager joined the 

meeting when it reconvened in the Council Chambers but did not attend the site 
inspection)  

 
 
Apologies:  Nil  
 
Absent:  Nil 
 
Declaration of Interest:  Nil 
 
Agenda Items 
 
There was one item on the agenda – Item 1 DA 84/07 for a Boundary Adjustment, Strata Subdivision, Duplex 
and Two Dwellings (including two single carports and four 5000L water tanks). The meeting commenced at 
10.00am and subsequently adjourned to carry out the site inspection and returned to the chambers at 
11.45am. 
 
Item 1 DA 84/07 Boundary Adjustment, Strata Subdivi sion, Duplex and Two Dwellings (including two 
single carports and four 5000L water tanks) - Inter section of Main and Susan Street Scone. 
 
On site:  10.00am 
 
Community Members at the Meeting: 
 
Mr Peter Dowden-Parker, Mrs Susan Dowden-Parker, Mr Max Keevers, Mrs Joan Keevers and Mr Jim 
Watts.  
 
Issues 

·  The Committee carried out a site inspection in respect of the development and the community 
members on site were provided with an opportunity to provide their comments in relation to the 
development.  

·  A substantial amount of discussion and debate was undertaken regarding the legalities, merits and 
public concerns in regard to the development. 

·  The impact of additional traffic created by the four unit on the intersection of Main and Susan Street 
and the condition of the intersection. 

·  The reduced building line of 4.5 m was considered. Council could potentially refuse the application 
on the basis that it does not meet the 7.5m setback requirement or require that the setback be 
modified to 5.7 m to make it consistent with the neighbouring dwelling. This however, could result in 
the development being pushed closer to the western boundary. 

·  It was acknowledged that the existing development proposal may have shading effects on the 
western neighbouring property, however, the setback was more than the minimum allowed. 

·  The committee were advised that while there are no substantial reasons for refusing the 
development a number of conditions could be included to address some community concerns. These 
conditions should include: 
�  Moving the proposed carport on Lot B (Main Street) back 1 metre from the boundary. 
�  The erection of timber paling boundary fences (not colorbond) to a height of 1.8 metres. 
�  That the driveway be either paved or use of non-reflective concrete. 
�  That the landscape plan be revised to exclude the use of Eucalypt trees – these are not 

considered appropriate for the area. The plants that are used to the front should be such that the 
sight from the driveway is not blocked. 

�  The garage of Unit 3 needs to be setback to be in line with the Unit 4 garage. 
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Recommendation : 
  
That DA 84/07 be approved subject to appropriate conditions of consent, incorporating the issues arising 
from the committee. 
  
 
  Moved  Cr Hodges seconded Cr Scriven  Carried 
 
 
 
Meeting Closed: 12.00pm 
 
Next Meeting:  14 August 2007  
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Section:   COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP224 /07 
 

C.7.6 SETTLEMENT HALL COMMITTEE 
 Council:   23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council 
 

1. note the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 27 June 2007 
2. accept the quote from Veros Electrical and the items purchased in July. 
3. accept the materials quote provided by Neil Hunt and that the bench be constructed by voluntary 

labour by the Working Bee Subcommittee.   
4. accept the nomination of Mr Chris Kemp as a member of the committee. 

 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The minutes of the meetings are included as attachment 1. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As noted in the attached minutes. 
 
A minor conflict of interest was noted in the minutes and has been addressed. 
 
Mr Chris Kemp was a long standing member of the previous incorporated Settlement Hall Committee. He 
stood down due to illness and has been involved with the Settlement Hall Working Bee Subcommittee in 
recent times. Mr Kemp wishes to resume a decision making role on the Settlement Hall Committee. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As per budget allocation. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council 
 
1. note the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 27 June  2007 
2. accept the quote from Veros Electrical and the i tems purchased in July. 
3. accept the materials quote provided by Neil Hunt  and that the bench be constructed by 

voluntary labour by the Working Bee Subcommittee.   
4. accept the nomination of Mr Chris Kemp as a memb er of the committee. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr E Bates   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE SETTLEMENT HALL COMMITTEE MEETING HE LD AT SETTLEMENT HALL, 
ON WEDNESDAY 27 JUNE 2007 COMMENCING AT 6.05PM.  

 
 

1.0 PRESENT: Mr Andrew Carrigan, Mr Daryl Hanckel, Mr Ray Inder, Mrs Jill Inder, Mr Jeff 
Inder, Miss Barbara Campbell, Mr Ron Campbell (Chair), Mr Tony O’Brien, 
and Mr Neil Hunt   

 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE: Ms Fiona Saville, Mr Robert Goodear and Mr Chris Kemp 

 
3.0 APOLOGIES: Mr Tony Inder, Mrs Heidi Inder, Mr Mark Inder, Mr Barry Scott, Mr Kim 

Hunt, Mrs Betty Campbell, Mr Peter Campbell and Cr Ean Cottle 
 
MOTION: That the apologies be accepted and the necessary le ave of absence be granted.  
 

Miss B Campbell/Mr N Hunt CARRIED 
 

4.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST  Nil 
 
 
5.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
MOTION: That the minutes of the meeting of the Sett lement hall Committee held on 4 
April 2007, a copy having been distributed to all m embers be taken as read and adopted.  

 
Mr N Hunt/Mr T O’Brien  CARRIED 

 

6.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

6.1 Septic Tank lid:  To be installed by Council Maintenance Officer in the next two weeks. 

6.2 Licencing requirements:  Fire Doors  The Doors have been made up, the frames completed by the 
Working Bee group. To be installed by Working Bee group on Saturday 30 June 2007. Committee 
thanked Neil Hunt for his voluntary contributions in organising the doors. 

Electrical solution for Fire Exit lights  Veros Electrical are yet to complete work. Committee 
requested that remaining Maintenance and Capital budgets be carried over into the 2008 financial 
year to cover this job. Fiona to action. 

6.3 Dust suppression under the outdoor shelter:  The area under the shelter now is water logged after 
the floods. Ron Campbell to ask Michael Nutt to assist in moving donated gravel from the Campbell’s 
gravel pit and lay it under the shelter.  To save on the maintenance budget and in recognition that 
Council resources will be tied up with flood damaged road repairs, a request will be made for this 
work to be done as a donation. 

6.4 Management Plan 2008: The request for capital improvements funding for replacing 2 windows per 
year  was not included. However the Maintenance & Repair budget has been increased to $2500. If 
savings are made on maintenance then windows may be able to be repaired as needed through this 
budget. Fees and Charges  – Committee agreed that the hire fees for the kitchen should be $25 per 
hire however the kitchen requires new crockery and cutlery that could be charged for like at Cassilis 
Community Centre or Merriwa School of Arts. Purchase of sets for 100 people to be costed by Fiona. 

  
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 
7.1 Incoming  

����  Commonwealth  Volunteer Small Equipment Grants pro gramme  – required an extra 
signature – Signature organised and sent back.  Noted 

����  Commonwealth Volunteer Small Equipment Grants cheq ue for $2993.10 – deposited in 
Settlement Hall account. – Noted and to be discussed in General Business. 

 
7.2 Outgoing 

����  Letter of thanks to the Merriwa Progress Associati on – noted.  
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8.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
8.1 Small Equipment Grant for $2993.10:   Quotes received from Veros Electrical for NEC 540L fridge 

at $1299 and NEC Large microwave $299. Committee accepted quotes totalling $1600 from Veros. 
 

Neil Hunt has provided a quote for materials only to construct the serving bench / cupboard part of 
the grant. The quote is for $1100 including GST but no profit or labour component. The labour 
component will be voluntary to be carried out by the working bee subcommittee and supervised by 
Neil. The remaining $293.10 will cover the kitchen utensils and cleaning equipment component of the 
grant. 
 
MOTION: Recommended that Council accept the quote f rom Veros Electrical and the items 
purchased in July. 
 

Mr N Hunt/Mr A Carrigan CARRIED 
 

MOTION:  Recommended that Council accept the materi als quote provided by Neil Hunt and 
that the bench be constructed by voluntary labour b y the Working Bee Subcommittee.    

  
Mr D Hanckel/Mr R Inder CARRIED 

 

8.2 Launch Party:    Committee to organise a launch of the new facilities in October 2007. The planning 
meeting for this event will include the Working Bee Subcommittee members.  Committee members to 
source memorabilia and stories of the hall to be collated into a possible launch publication and a 
display. Items to be brought to next meeting. 

8.3 Membership:  Mr Chris Kemp enquired about returning to the Committee as well as remaining on 
the Working Bee Subcommittee. 

MOTION: Recommended to Council that Chris Kemp be e ndorsed as a member of the 
Settlement Hall Committee. 
 

Mr R Campbell/Mr T Obrien CARRIED  
 

8.4 Naming rights of the servery:   Committee to follow up with the original families involved in the 
establishment of the Hall e.g. Hunt, Binks, and O’Brien. 

 
8.5 Promotion of the new facility:  Once new Entertainment Licence has been issued Fiona is to 

include regular advertisements in the Council Comments section of The Ringer. 
 

 
9.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
Wednesday 15 August 2007 at 6.00pm 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, the meeting concluded at 6.50pm. 
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Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES  REP 223/07 

 
C.7.7 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 Council: 23 July 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
A meeting of the Upper Hunter Shire Community Development Committee was held on Tuesday, 26 June 
2007. 
 
The minutes of the meeting are included as Attachment 1. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As outlined in the minutes. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt the recommendations or not. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note the minutes of the meeti ng. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE held at 6.30pm 
on Tuesday, 26 June 2007 at Upper Hunter Shire Council Chambers, Scone. 

 
1.0 PRESENT: Mr Stephen Watson (A/Chairperson), Mrs Marie Laurie,  Cr Lee Watts, Cr 

Deirdre Peebles (via video conference), Cr John Scriven, Mrs Maisie Hibbs, 
Mrs Lorna Driscoll, Mrs Kath Howard, Mrs Pat Kirkby (via video conference) 

 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Donna Rea, Ms Fiona Saville (via video conference), Mr Michael 

Johnsen 
 
3.0 APOLOGIES: Mrs Phoebe Begg, Mr Viv Carter, Inspector Guy Guiana, Mrs Kate Halliday, 

Mrs Heather Ranclaud, Ms Judith Simos, Sgt Craig Sutton, Mrs Maria 
Musumeci and Mr John Musumeci. 

4.0 ABSENT:   
 
5.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST :  Nil 
 
6.0 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 

 MOTION:  that minutes of the meeting held 29 May 20 07, be amended to include Mrs Lorna 
Driscoll and Mrs Pat Kirkby as apologies and remove  a duplicate of Cr John Scriven in 
attendance, and otherwise adopted as a true and acc urate record .  

 Moved: Mrs Marie Laurie   Seconded: Cr Lee Watts  CARRIED  
7.0 BUSINESS ARISING:  
 

7.1 Outcomes of Recommendations to Council Meeting June 2007 

Noted, 
At its meeting on 25 June 2007, Council noted the Minutes of the meeting. Council discussed 
its concern that the Committee was drifting outside its Charter discussing activities which are 
the responsibility of other Council departments or Committees.  

 

7.2 Heritage Colour Scheme in Scone 
 

At the April meeting the Committee requested a representative from the Chamber of 
Commerce to attend the May meeting to discuss heritage aspects of Kelly Street.  
 
Noted, Mr Michael Johnsen, President of the Scone & District Chamber of Commerce; 
�  attended the meeting and apologised for his absence from the last meeting. 
�  advised that the Chamber of Commerce encourage initiatives such as, 

�  heritage colour scheme for Kelly Street, 
�  promoting the unique features of the area, 
�  stringent approach to guidelines for franchisees which promotes heritage and unique 

features , 
�  improved parking, 
�  bypass 

�  thinks Scone is a “good looking town” and has a good feel about it, 
�  the gateway signage on Southern end looks terrific and gives a good feeling about the 

area, would like to see the same for each of the four entrances, 
�  would like to see owners of buildings in Kelly Street encouraged to improve their 

buildings (eg Council offered non compulsory assistance with purchase of paint in 
heritage colours previously or Scone & District Chamber of Commerce no neon signs 
policy) 

�  The Scone & District Chamber of Commerce meets monthly, with breakfasts held 
quarterly. The AGM will be held in November. 

 

7.3 Items raised by Cassilis community members in a ttendance at March meeting: 

Noted, 
·  Council’s Business Development Officer, Sean Constable reported to the May meeting 

that; 
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“Bike Victoria have proposed and begun negotiations for their annual great ride for 2008 
to stop at Cassilis for a night. This provides an opportunity to market Cassilis to the rest 
of Australia over the next year (ride is in March).  
 

·  The CDC considered how members can be involved to assist Cassilis residents to create 
a positive atmosphere for the town on the day and create some excitement for the 
tourists riding into town. It was proposed that Tourist Information be available on the day, 
that the school be included in activities (maybe developing a song), that something be 
created to give away (eg. a badge with a catchy phrase). 

·  Phoebe Begg will report to the next meeting about progress in finding a location for this 
Women’s Health Nurse to visit Cassilis. 

 
7.4 Public transport waiting area in Aberdeen 

 
At the May meeting discussion took place about the need for a bus shelter on the highway in 
front of the railway station as State Rail run buses to replace trains during periods of 
trackwork and there is nowhere for passengers to stand under shelter. 

Noted, Cr Watts advised that Council install two bus shelters annually. It was discussed 
whether Country Passenger Transport Infrastructure Grants Scheme (CPTIGS) could be 
applied for to assist. Aberdeen Information Centre is currently raising money to assist 
schools with bus shelters in Aberdeen, they may also be able to seek funding from CPTIGS. 
Mrs Lorna Driscoll advised that the bus shelter outside Valley Fair is frequently used and 
only recently replaced. 
 

7.5 Hunter Area Assistance Scheme 
 
Noted, an information evening will be held on Thursday 18 July 2007 at the Scone Office of 
the Upper Hunter Shire Council Chambers, Main Street Scone commencing at 6.30pm. 
 

7.6 Horse Festival Opportunities 
 
Noted,  the Committee suggestions from the May meeting were forwarded to the Festival 
President who provided the following response; 

·  he invites any member of CDC to join the festival committee, 
·  the banners were sized to fit approved brackets and RTA requirements. 
·  the gateway project and new signage is the welcome signage. 
·  the events are co-ordinated through a brochure and a programme, both 

professionally done and circulated statewide 
·  Scone’s weather is on all regional stations and most national stations every night. 

 
The Committee apologised if the suggestions were taken as criticisms of the Horse Festival; 
the items were raised as suggestions because some events clashed and members were 
looking for ways to improve participation of those events which clashed. 

 

7.7 New England Highway Safety 
 
Noted, an action request has been submitted. 
 

8.0 GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 

8.1 Review of CDC Charter 
 
Noted, Each September, Council reviews the operation of the Committees established under 
Section 355 of the Local Government Act. This presents an opportunity for the CDC to 
review its role in advising Council. 
The Charter was attached with the agenda with some suggested actions for the Committee’s 
consideration. The Committee agreed with the suggestions put forward and will work from 
those suggestions for items discussed in the future. 

 

8.2 Young Endeavour Scheme 
 
Noted, sponsorship is currently being sought for the Young Endeavour Scheme. Any 
assistance CDC members could provide in securing sponsorship would be greatly 
appreciated. 
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8.3 Expression of Interest submitted to DLG to part icipate in trial of Videoconferencing 
 
Noted, Council has submitted an expression of interest to the Department of Local 
Government for the CDC to participate in a trial of the use of video conferencing during 
meetings. 
 
 

8.4 Scone Neighbourhood Resource Centre – Virtual S hed Project 
 
Noted, Cr Lee watts advised that the Scone Neighbourhood Resource Centre have 
employed Mr Bob Thompson as the Project Officer for their Virtual Shed Project.  

 
8.0 NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 24 July 2007 at the Upper Hunter Shire Council 
Administration Office, Mayne Street Murrurundi , commencing at 6.30pm.  
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 7.48pm. 
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Community Development Committee - Charter Functions  (and suggested actions) 
 

1.  Act as an advisory committee to Council on the development of plans and programs to promote 
the social well being of the Upper Hunter Shire com munity: 
Plans include-  
·  Community Plan, Disability Action Plan, Crime Prevention Plan, Cultural Plan 
·  Utilise these plans to devise programs which could be developed in the community, i.e. Senior’s 

Expo, Youth Careers Expo, Young Endeavour Scheme. 
·  Utilise the professional capacity of CDC members and keep informed of other programs 
 operating in the community eg, Caravan Park Project, Rural Services Support Network, Arts 
 UH. 

 
2. To advise Council of the social welfare needs an d services within the community that are not 

being met or need improvement: 
·  Look at different target groups/populations and communities within the Shire.  Talk with 
 members of that community and assist to promote their needs and plans to Council. 
·  Aim to hold 2 “planning type” meetings per annum i.e.: at least 1 consultation at a different 
 location and at least 1 guest speaker. 
·  Issues raised should reflect the broader community’s needs in relation to community 
 development and community services  
·  Review census (demographic) data annually to identify groups with needs. 

 
3.  To advise Council via the committee, the most a ppropriate ways of funding, establishing and 

managing services to meet these needs: 
Investigate funding opportunities; 
·  A separate agenda item where committee members can contribute those opportunities they 
 know are available and suggest projects which could be linked to those funding programs 
·  Work together to investigate, identify and build potential partnerships within the community to 

make projects more effective. 
·  Have input into Council’s Management Plan and Strategic Plan suggestion projects for 
 inclusion and possible funding sources. 

 
4. To make recommendations to Council with regard t o the continual revision and update of the 

Upper Hunter Shire Community Plan and Profile. Furt her, to recommend to Council possible 
methods of implementing these recommendations: 
·  Comment on and review Community Plan (one part at each meeting). 
·  Attend various consultations so the CDC are aware of the local community issues, 
·  Invite a guest speaker to discuss lga statistics and identify emerging issues, 
·  Annual review of target groups/community. 

 
5.  To act as a resource and advisory group to comm unity organisations and Council: 

·  Encourage attendance by community organisations, either through membership or as a speaker 
about their role within the community – this strategy could also be a tool in succession planning 
for the CDC. 

·  Visit communities within the Local Government area and meet with their community 
organisations. 

·  Facilitate projects which build the capacity of community groups. 
·  Provide training opportunities for members of the committee. 
 

6. To liaise with Council staff where appropriate a nd deemed necessary in order to facilitate the 
function of the committee: 
·  Liaise with Council officers to facilitate the functions of this committee. 
·  Conduct annual review of Committee achievements. 

 
7. To report on a monthly basis to Council to keep informed of the Committee’s activities: 

·  Report via minutes and recommendations. 
·  Encourage a proactive membership base by including an actions list and a shared 
 responsibility in actions being completed. 
 
Issues that relate to matters other than social welfare/well-being are to be referred to Council by letter 
or action request, or to the relevant Council Officer. Eg potholes, road markings, notifying of works 
required or damages to roads, footpaths, parks and gardens should be referred to Technical Services, 
telephone 6540 1115; noise, animal control, pollution, issues with local environmental plan and issues 
with development control plans should be referred to Environmental Services on 6540 1136. 
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Section: COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP227/07 
 

C.7.8 HUNTER CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT STRATEGY (HCCREMS) STEERING COMMITTEE 

  Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the Council note the HCCREMS Steering Committee Minutes and HCCREMS Report for the 17 May  
2007. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Cr Peter Hodges and Paul Smith (Senior Environmental Officer) attended the HCCREMS Steering 
Committee on the 17 May 2007. The minutes and report are provided under separate cover. 
 
HCCREMS seeks to facilitate a regional approach to ecologically sustainable development by actively 
encouraging greater co-operation between member Councils, state and federal authorities, industry and 
community groups. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Council sends representatives to the HCCREMS Steering Committee on a regular basis. It is important for 
Council to maintain this involvement to ensure that it is readily kept up-to-date with regional environmental 
management initiatives. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Participation in the HCCREMS Steering Committee provides a means for the Upper Hunter Shire Council to 
be involved with Ecological Sustainable Development. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To either adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
The annual subscription for membership of Hunter Councils Inc. (including HCCREMS membership) is 
$15,000 (for 2006). 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that the Council note the HCCREMS Steering  Committee Minutes and HCCREMS Report 
for the 17 May 2007. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr E Cottle   CARRIED 
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Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REPORTS  

 
C.7.9 WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council: 
1. Adopt the minutes of the Works and Technical Services Committee held on 17 July 2007 
2. Note the Capital Works Report 2007/08 
3. Note the Capital Works 2006/07 Report – deferred projects 
4. Note the Flood and Storm Damage (commencing 7 June 2007) report and congratulate staff on 

undertaking the assessments and preparing claims 
5. Replace the current Upper Hunter Shire Council rainwater tank rebate by the NSW Government Rebate 

Scheme 
6a Decline to accept any of the tenders as submitted within the tender process T2007/01 – Mobile Radio 

network pursuant to section 178(1) (b) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 
6b Enter into negotiations with a specified supplier  with a view to entering into a contract in relation to the 

subject matter of the tender pursuant to section 178 (3)(e) as: 
i. The specified supplier has provided the best proposal for the works 
ii.  tendered prices are greater than budget allocations and scope of works will be reduced 

 
BACKGROUND:  
The Works and Technical Services Committee met on Tuesday 17 July 2007.  Council was represented by 
Cr E Bates, Cr E Cottle, Cr L Parsons and Cr P Hodges.  In attendance were Mr B Spannagle (Director), Mr 
S Ward (Manager Engineering Operations), Mr L Tudor (Works Engineer) and Mrs C Pinkerton (Manager 
Technical Support Services).  
 
ISSUES: 
·  Update on Capital Works Program 
·  Capital Works 2006/07 – deferred projects 
·  Flood and storm damage commencing 7 June 2007 
·  Update on rainwater tank rebate scheme 
·  Tender T2007/10 – Mobile Radio Network 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
As detailed in minutes 
 
OPTIONS: 
To adopt, amend or reject the recommendation 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
As detailed in minutes 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Adopt the minutes of the Works and Technical Servic es Committee held on 17 July 2007 
2. Note the Capital Works Report 2007/08 
3. Note the Capital Works 2006/07 Report – deferred pr ojects 
4. Note the Flood and Storm Damage (commencing 7 June 2007) report and congratulate staff on 

undertaking the assessments and preparing claims 
5. Refer the matter of the current Upper Hunter Shire Council rainwater tank rebate and the NSW 

Government Rebate Scheme to the Works & Technical S ervices Committee. 
6a Decline to accept any of the tenders as submitte d within the tender process T2007/01 – Mobile 

Radio network pursuant to section 178(1) (b) of the  Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005. 

6b Enter into negotiations with a specified supplie r  with a view to entering into a contract in 
relation to the subject matter of the tender pursua nt to section 178 (3)(e) as: 

iii.  The specified supplier has provided the best propo sal for the works 
iv. tendered prices are greater than budget allocation s and scope of works will be 

reduced 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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MINUTES OF THE WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES MEETING  HELD ON 
TUESDAY 17 JULY 2007 AT 2.00PM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMB ERS, SCONE 

 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Cr E Bates (Chairman), Cr Les Parson, Cr Ean Cottle and Cr Peter Hodges 
 
APOLOGIES:  
 
RESOLVED that the apology received from Cr Nat Doonan be accepted. 
 
MOVED: Cr Ean Cottle  SECONDED: Cr Les Parsons  MOTION CARRIED 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  
 
Mr B Spannagle (Director), Mr S Ward (Manager Engineering Operations), Mr L Tudor (Works Engineer) and 
Mrs C Pinkerton (Manager Technical Support Services). 
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST:  
 
Nil. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS:  
 
3.1 UPDATE ON CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Following the adoption of the 2007/08 Management Plan, Council personnel have identified all of the capital 
works to be undertaken.  Refer to attachment. 
  
 
ISSUES:  
 
Nil 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
All works have been budgeted for in accordance with the Management Plan 2007/08. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED that the report be noted 
 
MOVED: Cr Les Parsons SECONDED: Cr Ean Cottle MOTION CARRIED 
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3.2 CAPITAL WORKS 2006/07 – DEFERRED PROJECTS 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Within the 2006/07 Management Plan, capital works projects were identified and budget allocations provided. 
 
The current status of these projects is provided with Attachment 1 – Timetable of Capital Works 2006/07. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
For various reasons a small number of the 2006/07 capital works projects were carried over into the 2007/08 
financial year. 
 
Funds for these projects were placed into appropriate restricted assets and brought into the 2007/08 
Management Plan. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
All projects are currently budgeted for in the 2006/07 budget. 
 
RECOMMENDED that the report be noted 
 
MOVED: Cr Peter Hodges  SECONDED: Cr Ean Cottle  MO TION CARRIED 
 
 
3.3 FLOOD & STORM DAMAGE COMMENCING 7 JUNE 2007 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The flood and storm events commencing on 7 June 2007 have caused extensive damage to the Road and 
Bridge network throughout the Shire. 
 
A Natural Disaster has been declared by the NSW State Government for the Hunter and Central Coast 
Regions. Financial assistance is available for damage to Council’s Roads and Bridges from the State 
Government. 
 
The Terms of the assistance are 100% funding for emergency works in excess of normal operations to 
restore essential services and 75% funding for the permanent restoration of damaged Local Government 
assets for the first $100,000 and 100% funding beyond that level. 
 
The emergency assistance is being administered by the Department of Commerce and the permanent 
restoration is being administered by the Roads and Traffic Authority. Council has had meetings and site 
inspection with personnel from these Government agencies. 
 
The Emergency works have been completed at a cost of $150,000 - $200,000.  The restoration works have 
now commenced and the additional anticipated value of works to be undertaken and in the order of $1.75 to 
$2 Million.  Attached is additional detail of Council’s application for permanent flood damage restoration.     
 
ISSUES: 
 
Nil 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
N/A 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Council is liable for the first $25,000 of the permanent restoration costs which will be funded from existing 
road maintenance budgets. 
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RECOMMENDED that the report be noted and congratula tions to staff on undertaking the 
assessments and preparing claims 
 
MOVED: Cr Ean Cottle  SECONDED: Cr Les Parsons MOTI ON CARRIED 
 
 
   

3.4 UPDATE ON RAINWATER TANK REBATE SCHEME 
  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The rainwater tank rebate program is part of the NSW Government’s $310 million Climate Change Fund 
established to help households, business, schools and government save energy and water. 
The rainwater tank rebate is available to help householders cover the cost of installing a rainwater tank and 
connecting it to toilets and washing machines.  
 
ISSUES: 
 
Upper Hunter Shire Council adopted a Rainwater Tank Rebate Scheme in December 2006. The rebate is 
$400 for a tank greater than 9,000 Litres, limited to town water reticulation. 
The State Government’s Tank Rebate Scheme is $500 for a tank greater than 7,000 Litres and an additional 
$1000 if the tank is connected to a washing machine and a toilet. 
Council has currently received 12 rebate applications under its Rainwater Tank Rebate Scheme.  Any 
applications currently being assessed will continue to be honoured.   
 
The NSW Government Scheme is a superior rebate scheme to the Upper Hunter Shire Council’s Scheme. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
N/A 
 
OPTIONS: 
 

·  Continue to provide the Upper Hunter Shire Council’s tank rebate; in addition to the State 
Government scheme. 

·  Replace the Upper Hunter Shire Council’s rebate with the NSW Government Rebate Scheme. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED that Councils rainwater tank rebate be replaced by the NSW Government Rebate 
Scheme 
 
 
MOVED: Cr Peter Hodges  SECONDED: Cr Les Parsons MO TION CARRIED 
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3.5 2 WAY RADIO NETWORK 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
As detailed in Confidential Report. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As detailed in Confidential Report. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
As detailed in Confidential Report. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt, amend or reject the recommendation 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As detailed in Confidential Report. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED that the Committee move into Closed Com mittee pursuant to section 10A(1)-(3) of 
the Local Government Act 1993 , the media and public be excluded from the meeting  on the basis that 
the business to be considered is classified confide ntial under the provisions of section 10A(2) (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a comm ercial advantage on a person with whom the 
council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) busi ness. 
 
MOVED:  Peter Hodges SECONDED: Les Parsons   MOTION  CARRIED 
 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee recommended that Counci l  
 
1. Decline to accept any of the tenders as submitte d within the tender process T2007/01 – Mobile 

Radio network pursuant to section 178(1) (b) of the  Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005. 

2. Enter into negotiations with a specified supplie r  with a view to entering into a contract in 
relation to the subject matter of the tender pursua nt to section 178 (3)(e) as: 
a. The specified supplier has provided the best propos al for the works 
b. tendered prices are greater than budget allocations  and scope of works will be reduced. 

 
MOVED: Cr Ean Cottle  SECONDED: Cr Peter Hodges  MO TION CARRIED 
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RESOLVED that Committee move back into Open Committ ee: 
 
MOVED: Cr Les Parsons  SECONDED: Cr Peter Hodges MO TION 
CARRIED 
 
Upon resuming Open Committee the following recommendations were adopted: 
 
RESOLVED that the Committee recommended that Counci l  
 
1. Decline to accept any of the tenders as submitte d within the tender process T2007/01 – Mobile 

Radio network pursuant to section 178(1) (b) of the  Local Government (General) Regulation 
2005. 

2. Enter into negotiations with a specified supplie r  with a view to entering into a contract in 
relation to the subject matter of the tender pursua nt to section 178 (3)(e) as: 
a. The specified supplier has provided the best pro posal for the works 
b. tendered prices are greater than budget allocati ons and scope of works will be reduced. 

 
 
MOVED: Cr Peter Hodges  SECONDED: Cr Ean Cottle  MO TION 
CARRIED 
 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.00pm 
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DEVELOPMENT 
 
Section: DEVELOPMENT  

 
D.7.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 105/07 20 LOT RES IDENTIAL 

SUBDIVISION (STAGE 2), ABERDEEN HEIGHTS  
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Development Application No. 105/07 for the 20 lot residential subdivision be determined under 
delegated authority.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Owner:   UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL 
Applicant:  UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL 
Location:  LOT 11 DP 1069804 & LOT 137 DP 752485, PERTH STREET, ABERDEEN 
Proposal: RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION – STAGE 2 – 20 ALLOTMENTS – ABERDEEN 

HEIGHTS 
Zoning:  2(d) Residential Release Area 
 
The Council has received the above mentioned development application for the 20 lot residential subdivision 
at Aberdeen Heights (see the attached aerial photograph). The application included an Ecological Impact 
Statement, Aboriginal Cultural Sites Survey and a Traffic Assessment Study. The application was referred to 
the Department of Natural Resources and Energy Australia. One submission was received which raised 
concerns in regard to stormwater, kerb and guttering, road sealing and intersection upgrading, and provision 
of street lighting (copy of the submission is attached). 
 
ISSUES: 
 
A Planning Assessment Report and section 79c Assessment has yet to be completed. Since the Upper 
Hunter Shire Council is the applicant the assessment will be referred to Muswellbrook Shire Council for peer 
review prior to a determination being issued. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an 
important role for Council. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 

·  That Council resolve that the 20 lot residential subdivision be determined under delegated authority.  
·  That Council refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee.  

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Development Application fees of $1928 have been paid. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Development Application No. 105/07 fo r the 20 lot residential subdivision be 
determined under delegated authority subject to the re being no proposed changes by Muswellbrook 
Shire Council’s peer review.  
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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Development Application No. 105/07 Aberdeen Heights  (Stage 2) 

 

Aberdeen Heights 
Stage 2 
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Section: DEVELOPMENT REP135/07 

 
D.7.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 70/07 RURAL SUBDI VISION INTO 

TWO ALLOTMENTS, CLIFTLANDS ROAD SCONE 
                Council: 23 July 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Development Application No. 70/07 for the proposed two lot rural subdivision be approved subject to 
conditions of consent as noted in the assessment report. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Owner:   RC & MA JACOBSON 
Applicant:  RC & MA JACOBSON 
Location:  LOT 610 DP 777251, 112 CLIFTLANDS ROAD, SCONE 
Proposal:  SUBDIVISION INTO TWO ALLOTMENTS 
Zoning:  1(i) Intensive Agriculture Zone 
 
The Council has received a development application for the subdivision of Lot 610 DP 777251 into two rural 
allotments. At the June 2007 ordinary meeting Council supported the recommendation of the Development 
and Environmental Services Committee the further consideration of DA 70/07 be deferred pending the 
submission of additional information in respect of allocation of existing water entitlements and consideration 
of the response from the Department of Primary Industries.  
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  An assessment under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1977 has been completed and is 

provided under separate cover. 
·  The Department of Primary Industries have made a submission stating that they have not objection to the 

subdivision (attached). 
·  Hunter Development Brokerage (for the applicant) have made a submission providing information about 

the water allocation and proposed split between the two allotments (attached). 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an 
important role for Council. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee or to have a further 
report submitted to Council. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Development Application fees of $388 have been paid. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Development Application No. 70/07 for  the proposed two lot rural subdivision be 
approved subject to conditions of consent as noted in the assessment report. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr J Scriven   CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT: Department of Primary Industries Submis sion 
 
5 July 2007 
 
 
General Manager 
Upper Hunter Shire Council 
PO Box 208 
Scone  NSW  2337 
 
 
ATTENTION: Paul Smith . 
 

Development Application No 70/17 
Proposed  Subdivision Lot 610, DP 777521, 112 Clift lands Rd, Scone 

 
I refer to your emails seeking the advice of NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) on the proposed 
SEPP1 subdivision t o create 2 lots, one of 40 ha the other of 37ha. The 7.5% difference between the current 
standard and the proposed smaller lot is regarded as a minor variation. 
 
The 77 ha holding comprises open grazing lands currently zoned as Rural 1(i) Intensive Agriculture and has 
an appropriate balance of resources to enable productive agricultural use.  
 
Potential coal reserves are located within the locality, but have not currently been identified. The applicants 
should also be advised that the site coincides with Petroleum Exploration Licence 4 which is owned by 
Sydney Gas. 
 
Given the surrounding land use and lot sizes the proposal is unlikely to create significant additional 
restrictions on the future development of existing mineral resources. The reduction in holding size is, 
however, likely to restrict opportunities for sustainable Intensive Agricultural developments due to the narrow 
shape of each lot, reduced separation distances and reduced area available for storing run off or productively 
re using manures or effluent typically associated with Intensive Agricultural Developments. Subdividing 
properties into small holdings of approximately 40ha is size additionally limits the capacity for sustainable 
grazing enterprises due to the small scale or operation and the increased levels of overheads. 
 
NSW Department of Primary Industries has no objection to the proposed subdivision. Council is, however, 
advised to consider rezoning this site to reflect its actual land use potential when the new LEP is being 
developed.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Glenda Briggs 
Resource Management Officer, Hunter. 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
Section: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REP208/07 

 
G.7.1 COUNCIL REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE WITH LEGAL COS TS 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council support the Local Government and Shires Associations (LGSA) and contribute $8256.06 to the 
legal expenses in the Bankstown City Council court case.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Local Government and Shires Associations (LGSA) have sought Council’s financial support for the legal 
expenses in the Bankstown City Council court case. 
 
A letter from the Local Government and Shires Associations is included as Attachment 1.  The letter clearly 
explains the background and issues associated with the request.  It has been Council practice to support 
these requests in the past, even though direct benefit may not flow directly to Council, due to the overall 
benefit to Local Government for future legal protection. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Refer to Attachment 1. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
·  To financially support Bankstown City Council with a contribution of $8256.06, or some lesser amount. 
·  To decline to financially support the LGSA request. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Up to $8256.06. Provision was made for payment in the 2006/7 budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council support the Local Government and Shires Associations (LGSA) and 
contribute $8256.06 to the legal expenses in the Ba nkstown City Council court case.  
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr E Bates    CARRIED 
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Section: GENERAL REP217/07 

 
G.7.2 OBJECTION TO RATE RE-CATEGORISATION 
 Council:  23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 

That Council move to Closed Council in accordance with Section 10A (2) (b) of the Local Government Act 
1993 as this item deals with personal hardship of ratepayers. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 

The report is in relation to re-categorisation for rating purposes as detailed in the confidential report. 
 
ISSUES: 
 

As noted in the confidential report. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 

Nil. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 

As noted in the confidential report. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 

As noted in the confidential report. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council move to Closed Council in acc ordance with Section 10A (2) (b) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 as this item deals with persona l hardship of ratepayers. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr E Bates   CARRIED 
 

RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Confirm the re-categorisation to business catego ry, Scone sub-category, of Lot 100 in DP 

803686 and Lot 102 in DP 1012871, Bunnan Road Scone  owned by Havenranch Pty Ltd trading 
as Satur Vet Clinic and being rate assessment numbe rs 1861-20000-2 and 3184-20470-3 
respectively. 

2. Consider the proposed rezoning of that land in c onjunction with the LEP process, currently 
underway. 
 
Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 

RESOLVED that Council move back into Open Council. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
 
Upon resuming Open Council the following recommendations were adopted: 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Confirm the re-categorisation to business catego ry, Scone sub-category, of Lot 100 in DP 

803686 and Lot 102 in DP 1012871, Bunnan Road Scone  owned by Havenranch Pty Ltd trading 
as Satur Vet Clinic and being rate assessment numbe rs 1861-20000-2 and 3184-20470-3 
respectively. 

2. Consider the proposed rezoning of that land in c onjunction with the LEP process, currently 
underway. 

 
Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr E Bates    CARRIED 
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Section:   General REP225/07 
 

G.7.3 APPLICATION FOR ALCOHOL FREE ZONE - MERRIWA 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
1. That Council advertise the intention to declare the area defined as an alcohol-free zone for a three (3) 

year period and invite representations and objections from any person or group in the area. 
 
2. That the area subject to the proposed declaration be as defined as: “The whole of Vennacher Street from 

Parker Street to the southern boundary of the Swimming Pool area. From the southern Boundary of the 
Swimming Pool area in Vennacher street along Sully Lane to Bow Street. The whole of Bow Street from 
Sully Lane to the Laneway behind the RSL club. And the whole of Bettington Street from Dutton Street to 
the Brisbane Street. And the whole of King George V Avenue from Brisbane Street to Quigley Street. And 
the area bounded by Bettington Street, Vennacher Street, Sully’s Lane and Bow street.” 

 
BACKGROUND:  
An application has been received from the Local Police for the creation of an alcohol-free zone in Merriwa; 
further incidents of an anti-social nature have been the subject of complaints to Council staff. 
  
That Council’s reasons for supporting the proposed zone as: Local Police advice that it would help to reduce 
Alcohol related crime in the CBD eg: malicious damage, assaults. Also it would stop hotel patrons from 
standing in Bettington Street in groups with Alcohol. 
 
Copies of the application, a street map indicating the proposed area and operating procedures, are included 
as attachments 1 to 2. 
 
If Council decides to declare the proposed area as an alcohol-free zone, significant signposting will be 
required. 
 
ISSUES: 
1. An alcohol-free zone has not previously been established in Merriwa. 
2. Police have indicated that the establishment of such a zone will help reduce instances of anti-social 

behaviour and alcohol related crime in the area. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
OPTIONS: 
Approve, refuse or amend the proposal. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Cost of sign material and labour estimated at $3300.00. The funds are unlikely to be available within the 
current Environmental Services Budget. A further vote will be requested through the Finance Committee 
process. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that: 
1. Council advertise the intention to declare the a rea defined as an alcohol-free zone for a three 

(3) year period and invite representations and obje ctions from any person or group in the 
area. 

2. The area subject to the proposed declaration be as defined as: “The whole of Vennacher 
Street from Parker Street to the southern boundary of the Swimming Pool area. From the 
southern Boundary of the Swimming Pool area in Venn acher street along Sully Lane to Bow 
Street. The whole of Bow Street from Sully Lane to the Laneway behind the RSL club. And the 
whole of Bettington Street from Dutton Street to th e Brisbane Street. And the whole of King 
George V Avenue from Brisbane Street to Quigley Str eet. And the area bounded by Bettington 
Street, Vennacher Street, Sully’s Lane and Bow stre et.” 

 
Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
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Section:   General Administration REP228/07 
 

G.7.4 APPLICATION FOR ALCOHOL FREE ZONE - MURRURUND I 
 Council: 23 July 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
1. That Council advertise its intention to declare the following area in Murrurundi as an alcohol-free zone for 

a three (3) year period and invite representations and objections from any person or group in the area. 
“The whole of Mayne Street from Victoria Street to Murulla Street. 100 meters North of Murulla  
Street from the corner of Mayne and Murulla Street. South from the of corner of Mayne Street along 
Mount Street to the River, East along the river to behind the CWA building. North from the CWA to 
Mayne Street and the whole of Adelaide Street from Mayne Street to Haydon Street. From 100 
meters East from Corner of Adelaide and Haydon Street West along Haydon Street taking in the 
whole of Albert Street to the Railway Crossing.” 

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
An application has been received from the Local Police for the creation of an alcohol-free zone in Murrurundi. 
Council is aware that incidents of an anti-social nature have been the subject of complaints to Council staff.  
 
Copies of the application, a street map indicating the proposed area and operating procedures, are included 
as attachments 1 to 3. A police report will be provided under separate cover. 
 
If Council decides to declare such an area as an alcohol-free zone, the area will need significant signposting. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  An alcohol-free zone has not previously been established in Murrurundi. 
·  Police have indicated that the establishment of such a zone will help reduce instances of anti-social 

behaviour and alcohol related crime in the area. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Approve, refuse or amend the proposal. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Cost of sign material and labour estimated at $3300.00. The funds are unlikely to be available within the 
current Environmental Services Budget. A further vote will be requested through the Finance Committee 
process. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED: 
1. That Council advertise its intention to declare the following area in Murrurundi as an alcohol-free  

zone for a three (3) year period and invite represe ntations and objections from any person or 
group in the area. 

“The whole of Mayne Street from Victoria Street to Murulla Street. 100 meters North of Murulla  
Street from the corner of Mayne and Murulla Street.  South from the of corner of Mayne Street 
along Mount Street to the River, East along the riv er to behind the CWA building. North from 
the CWA to Mayne Street and the whole of Adelaide S treet from Mayne Street to Haydon 
Street. From 100 meters East from Corner of Adelaid e and Haydon Street West along Haydon 
Street taking in the whole of Albert Street to the Railway Crossing.” 
 
Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr E Bates   CARRIED 
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Section: General Administration REP226/07 

 
G.7.5 PROPOSED  RENEWAL  of  ALCOHOL  FREE  ZONE - ABERDEEN 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That subject to no objections/significant submissions being received within the statutory period, Council 
approve and advertise the renewal of the present alcohol-free zone in Aberdeen for a further three (3) year 
period from 1 September, 2007 to 1 September, 2010 in accordance with the Ministerial Guidelines for 
alcohol free zones as exhibited. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The present Council alcohol free zone declarations in the Aberdeen town area are due to expire on 1 
September, 2007, and councils are permitted to initiate their own action for the renewal of alcohol free zones. 
An alcohol-free zone may be declared up to a maximum period of three (3) years and advice/consultation 
with the Anti-Discrimination Board is no longer mandatory in this Shire although Council has the option to 
advise the Board of any proposals, if it so desires. 
 
For the purpose of this proposal, preliminary consultation has occurred with local Police who have outlined 
the current position regarding the effectiveness and operation of the existing alcohol free zone and a copy of 
correspondence from Police will be provided under separate cover. 
 
Continuation of the Aberdeen area alcohol free zone is considered necessary to enforce the prohibition of the 
consumption of alcohol in the streets particularly during the night when incidents of anti social behaviour such 
as littering, malicious damage and other street offences tend to occur. 
 
An outline of the operation of an alcohol-free zone is included as attachment 2 and a copy of a street map 
showing the proposed area to be declared is included as attachment 3. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The legislation has been found to be very effective by Police in controlling street drinking in the area and the 
removal of the zones may cause an increase in alcohol related offences in the Aberdeen town area. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Adopt, amend or decline to adopt the recommendations. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Costs of for updated signage estimated at $500.00 plus advertising costs. Funds provided from the current 
Regulatory Services Division budget 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that subject to no objections/significant submissions being received within the statutory 
period, Council approve and advertise the renewal o f the present alcohol-free zone in Aberdeen for a 
further three (3) year period from 1 September, 200 7 to 1 September, 2010 in accordance with the 
Ministerial Guidelines for alcohol free zones as ex hibited. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Parsons  Seconded:  Cr J Scriven   CARRIED 
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Section: General  

 
G.7.6 CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUMS 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That no constitutional referendum be undertaken. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Before the ordinary elections in September 2008, Councils should review their electoral and constitutional 
structures and determine whether to initiate a constitutional referendum under section 16 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. Refer to the Department of Local Government’s circular to Councils number 07-30 
(attachment 1) 
 
A constitutional referendum is required for any proposal that: 

1. divides a Council into wards or abolishes wards 
2. changes the number of Councillors 
3. changes the method of electing the Mayor 
4. changes the method by which the Councillors are elected, where the Council’s area is divided into 

wards.  
 
ISSUES: 
 
The Council may determine whether it wishes to hold a constitutional referendum in relation to any of the 
above matters. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To hold a constitutional referendum, or not. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that no constitutional referendum be under taken. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts  Seconded:  Cr E Cottle   CARRIED 
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Section: COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP141/07 

 
G.7.7  HUNTER VALLEY MUSEUM OF RURAL LIFE COMMITTEE  
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council considers the list of nominees and appoints members to the Hunter Valley Museum of Rural Life 
Committee as per the committee charter. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Council at its June Ordinary Meeting resolved to establish the Upper Hunter Museum of Rural Life Committee 
as a section 355 committee of Council.  
 
The draft charter for the Committee was also adopted (see attachment 1). 
 
The Charter identifies the membership to include up to five (5) farming and ten (10) other community 
representatives to be selected and appointed by Council following the calling of nominations from the 
community. Representatives from lead agencies will also be sought to assist in developing a successful and 
sustainable future for the Museum. 
 
As at 18 July 2007, six nominations had been received and have been circulated under separate cover to 
Councillors. Additional nominations are expected and will be tabled at the Council meeting. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
Within the terms of the Charter, all of the nominations received to date, can be considered by Council. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To accept some or all of the nominees as committee members. 
 
To continue to advertise for nominations, or not. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council consider the list of nominees  in Closed Council in accordance with Section 
10A(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 as this item deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 

RESOLVED that Council appoint the following members  and alternates to the Hunter Valley Museum 
of Rural Life Committee: 
 
Cr John Scriven (Cr Les Parsons, alt) 
Ms Jan Sumner 
Mr David Murphy 
Mr Geoff Harrison (Mrs Margaret McDougall, alt) 
Ms Bridgett Nicholson 
Mrs Judy White 
 
 

Mr Leo Walsh (Mr Roy Staddon, alt) 
Mrs Coleen Pinkerton  
Mr Sean Constable 
Mrs Belinda McKenzie  
Glenbawn State Park Administrator (or delegate) 
General Manager (or delegate, Mrs Donna Rea)
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RESOLVED that Council move back into Open Council. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
 
Upon resuming Open Council the following recommendations were adopted: 
 
RESOLVED that Council appoint the following members  and alternates to the Hunter Valley Museum 
of Rural Life Committee: 
 
Cr John Scriven (Cr Les Parsons, alt) 
Ms Jan Sumner 
Mr David Murphy 
Mr Geoff Harrison (Mrs Margaret McDougall, alt) 
Ms Bridgett Nicholson 
Mrs Judy White 

Mr Leo Walsh (Mr Roy Staddon, alt) 
Mrs Coleen Pinkerton  
Mr Sean Constable 
Mrs Belinda McKenzie  
Glenbawn State Park Administrator (or delegate) 
General Manager (or delegate, Mrs Donna Rea) 

 
 

 
Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr L Parsons  CARRIED 
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Attachment 1 
 

UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE CHARTER (adopted by Council 25 June 2007) 
HUNTER VALLEY MUSEUM OF RURAL LIFE COMMITTEE 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the meeting on 13 June 2007 at St Lukes Hall, Scone, chaired by the Hon John Jobling, Administrator, 
Lake Glenbawn Trust, it was suggested that Council form a committee under section 355 of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  
 
AIM 
 
To provide a mechanism by which citizens of the Upper Hunter Shire can participate in planning the future of 
the Hunter Valley Museum of Rural Life and its valuable collection of artefacts. 
 
FUNCTIONS 
 
In relation to Hunter Valley Museum of Rural Life, the Committee is responsible for: 
�  developing ideas  
�  seeking solutions 
�  developing preservation and business plans 
�  advising on options for the Museum 
�  seeking grants and professional advice 
�  other relevant matters pertaining to the future of the Museum 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
The membership of the Committee is as follows:- 
�  One (1) Councillor and one (1) alternate Councillor; 
�  Up to ten (10) community representatives to be selected and appointed by Council following the calling of 

nominations from the community after each Council election; 
�  The General Manager or his delegate shall be an ex-officio member. 
�  Lake Glenbawn State Park Trust Administrator or his delegate. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
�  The Business Development Officer and Manager Tourism. 
�  Representatives of funding and state agencies as required. 
 
MEETINGS 
 
The Committee meets quarterly in February, May, August, and November on the third Wednesday starting 
5.30 pm at Scone or as otherwise determined.  
 
MINUTES 
 
A record of Committee meetings shall be minuted with copies of agenda and minutes sent to Councillors. 
 
QUORUM 
 
A quorum will consist of four (4) members, including a Councillor. 
 
FINANCIAL 
 
All funds will be administered by Council. 
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WORKS/TECHNICAL 
 
Section: TECHNICAL/WORKS REP214/07 

 
J.7.1 STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE (SES) CONTROLLERS 
 Council: 23 July 2007 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Council supports the recommendation of the Upper Hunter Division Controller for the State Emergency 
Service that: 
·  Edwina Hamilton be appointed as Aberdeen SES Unit Controller  
·  Dennis Moroney be appointed as Merriwa SES Unit Controller  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The State Emergency Services Act - regulation requires the appointments of controllers to be renewed every 
two years, with 1 August 2007 being the due date for the next renewal. 
 
The Director General of the State Emergency Service is the authorising officer, but the views of council are 
central to the process. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The Hunter Division Controller, Mr G Perry has written to Council recommending the re-appointment of the 
former Aberdeen and Merriwa SES Unit Controllers for a further two years from 1August 2007. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Appointments made under the Emergency Services Act & Regulations. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Approve the recommendations or nominate an alternative officer(s) for the position(s). 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil cost. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council supports the recommendation o f the Upper Hunter Division Controller for 
the State Emergency Service that: 
·  Edwina Hamilton be appointed as Aberdeen SES Unit C ontroller  
·  Dennis Moroney be appointed as Merriwa SES Unit Con troller  
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 
 
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 5.00PM. 


