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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY,  
22 JANUARY 2007 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MAIN STREE T, SCONE  

COMMENCING AT 4.00 PM 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Cr B D Rose (Chairman), Cr N Doonan, Cr E Cottle, Cr D Peebles, Cr L Watts, Cr E Bates, Cr P Hodges and 
Cr J Scriven. 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
RESOLVED that the apologies received from Cr L Pars ons be accepted and leave of absence granted.  
 

Moved:  Cr D Peebles  Seconded:  Cr E Bates   CARRIED 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Mr D Dutton (General Manager), Mr D Casson (Director Environmental Services), Mr B Spannagle (Director 
Technical Services), Mr W Cossens (Director Corporate Services), Mr S Pryor (Deputy Director Corporate 
Services), Mr P Smith (Senior Environmental Officer) and Miss F Cameron (Customer Service Officer). 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the ordinary meeting h eld on 18 December 2006 be adopted. 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles   CARRIED 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
 
Cr N Doonan Item C.1.4 DA 242/03 – Gloucester Ruby and Sapphire Mine (Cluff Resources) –  
  Proposed Amendment 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 

G.1.1 History of Australian Horse Exhibition 
Mr Ray Hynes – Australian Stock Horse Society 

G.1.3  Upper Hunter Waterkeepers Alliance Inc – Art  Project for Murrurundi/Blandford District 
Ms Hanna Kay, Artist 
Ms Michelle Bush, Environmental Scientist 
Mr Steve Guihot, Project Director 
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Section: Mayoral Minute  

 
A.1.1 Land Usage Rights - Murrurundi 
 Council: 22 January 2006 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council move into closed Council to consider the matter with the press and public excluded as it refers to 
matters of a personal nature in accordance with Section 10A (2) (b) of the Local Government Act. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Council owns land on the corner of Victoria and O’Connell Streets Murrurundi, adjacent to the lawn cemetery. 
The former Murrurundi Shire Council granted grazing rights to the land in 1981. 
The current usage of the land is not in accordance with the use granted. The land is also not being maintained 
in accordance with requirements for health, safety and cleanliness. 
 
ISSUES: 
 

·  The land is Council owned.  
·  The use of the land is not in accordance with the approved use. 
·  The use of the land is not in accordance with health, safety and cleanliness requirements. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
The current use and state of the land is unsatisfactory and therefore not sustainable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To move into closed committee or deal with the matter in open Council, having regard to Section 10 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993, as amended. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Not relevant. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council move to the Committee of the Whole as this item contains matters of a 
commercial nature, in accordance with (Section 10A (2) (b) of the Local Government Act). 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle   Seconded:  Cr P Hodges  CARRIED 
 
RESOLVED that Council terminate any usage rights fo r the land being lots 9 to 13, Section 12, 
Murrurundi (corner of Victoria and O’Connell Street s) forthwith. Further, that the current occupier 
vacate and clear the site by the 28 th  February, 2007. 
 

Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr L Watts   CARRIED 
 
RESOLVED that Council move back into Open Council: 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan   Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 
Upon resuming Open Council the following recommendations were adopted: 
 
RESOLVED that Council terminate any usage rights fo r the land being lots 9 to 13, Section 12, 
Murrurundi (corner of Victoria and O’Connell Street s) forthwith. Further, that the current occupier 
vacate and clear the site by the 28 th  February, 2007. 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr P Hodges  CARRIED 
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Section: MAYORAL MINUTE  

 
A.1.2 SALE OF SHEEPYARDS  
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council accept the offer of Fletcher International Exports for the sale of excess sheep yards as an ‘entire 
lot’ in the sum of $23,000 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
During November – December Council sought expressions of interest for the purchase of excess sheep yards 
at the Scone Saleyards. 
 
The sheepyards were offered in an ‘as is where is’ condition, part or whole lot. 
 
2 runs of yards and a loading ramp are to be maintained at the saleyards for future use. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
·  11 responses were received 
·  The offer from Fletchers will allow for all the yards offered for sale to be removed as a whole. 
·  Fund from the sale will be utilised for the refurbishment of wooden rails within the cattle selling area 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
No sheep sales held at Scone Saleyards for over 10 years. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
$23,000 for saleyard improvement works 
 
 
�
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council accept the offer of Fletcher International Exports for the sale of excess sheep 
yards as an ‘entire lot’ in the sum of $23,000 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr P Hodges  CARRIED 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Cr N Doonan 

Policing at Murrurundi 
Expressed concerns regarding the unacceptable response to request for meeting with Minister for 
Police.  
Request an urgent meeting with Minister. 
General Manager advised that a letter has been completed and sent. 

 
 
Cr E Bates 

Traffic Calming Devices at Coles Car Park 
When will Council be installing traffic calming devices in the car park at the rear of Coles? 
Director of Technical Services advised that the work had been programmed and he would advise Cr 
Bates of the expected date. 
 

 
 

Cr L Watts 
Water Restrictions in the Upper Hunter 
Suggested that Council retain the water (1.5ML) at the Scone Swimming Pool during the winter 
months for recycling. 
Director of Environmental Services advised that he would investigate the feasibility of this suggestion 
and provide advice in due course. 
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COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REPORTS 
 
Section: COMMITTEE/DELEGATES  

 
C.1.1 FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 Council:  22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the recommendations of the Finance Committee as circulated be adopted. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Finance Committee meeting has been called for Friday, 19 January 2007.  Recommendations from that 
meeting will be available at the Council meeting. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As per agenda paper. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
As per report. 
 
 
 
 
F.1.1 
RESOLVED that Council note the financial report for  the period. 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr L Watts  CARRIED 
 

 
F.1.2 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Note the comments on the budget variations by ma nagers. 
2. Vote the funds requested and note the source of funds, as detailed by the managers. 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr L Watts  CARRIED 
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Section: Committee/Delegates Reports REP: 515/06 
 

C.1.2 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM COMMITTEE 
  
 Council: 22 January 2007 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council note the Minutes of the Economic Development and Tourism Committee held on the 24 
November 2006 (ED&TC) (attachment 1). 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Cr J Scriven - Chairman, Mr C Bell (Merriwa Progress Association), Ms E Holt (Merriwa Tourism & Promotion 
Association), Mrs B McKenzie – Secretary (Manager Tourism), Sean Constable (UHS- Business Development 
Officer), W Cossens (DCS). 
 

The next meeting of this committee will be held on Friday 27 February 2007. 

ISSUES: 

·  Mr Peter White and Mr Bill Rose attended the meeting at the invitation of Sean Constable BDO to talk 
to the committee about positioning the Shire in relation to mining in the Upper Hunter Shire. 

·  A sub-committee was formed to develop a strategic plan for the Shire in relation to mines in the Upper 
Hunter LGA 

 

OPTIONS: 

Nil 
 

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  

Nil  
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note the minutes of the Econo mic Development and Tourism Committee held 
on the 24 November 2006. 
 

Moved:  Cr L Watts   Seconded:  Cr P Hodges  CARRIED 
 

 



Page 7 of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of    
Upper Hunter Shire Council held on 22 January 2007  MAYOR GENERAL MANAGER 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

UPPER HUNTER SHIRE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

Friday 24 November 2006 - 2.30pm 
Upper Hunter Shire Council Chambers - Scone 

 
1.0 MEMBERS 
 Cr J Scriven - Chairman, Mr C Bell (Merriwa Progress Association), Ms E Holt (Merriwa Tourism & 

Promotion Association), Mrs B McKenzie – Secretary (Manager Tourism), Sean Constable (UHS- 
Business Development Officer), W Cossens (DCS) 

 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr Peter White, Mr Bill Rose 
 

3.0 APOLOGIES 
D Dutton, Cr D Peebles, Cr L Parsons, Mr M Blay (Aberdeen Rep.), Ms J Moffat (NP&WS), Mr V 
Carter (Murrurundi Development Association), 
 

4.0 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
Motion: To adopt the minutes of the meetings held on 22 September 2006 as an accurate record of 
the business conducted thereat. (Attachment 1) 

 
Moved B McKenzie    Seconded: E Holt  CARRIED 

 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES  

5.1 Introduction of Sean Constable (UHS-Business Development Officer) 
Noted, that Mr Constable was unable to attend the previous meeting – introductions occurred 
at this meeting. He has provided an Economic Development Report, as is the practise from 
previous staff in his position. 
 

  5.2 Aberdeen Volunteers 
Noted, that inductions had occurred and were done by  
Ms C Pinkerton 16 volunteers where inducted. Cr Scriven holds the sign in – sign out book. 
 

6.0 BUSINESS ITEM 
  6.1 The Coal Industry – What benefits for the Upper Hunter? 

Noted, that discussion occurred in relation to the coal industry with Mr Peter White and Mr Bill 
Rose asking the committee to consider this matter in preparation for the future. (Attachment 
2). 
 

Motion: That the committee nominate a sub-committee to work on issues and ideas and report back to 
the ED&TC’s next meeting.  The sub-committee is to be made up of Mr S Constable BDO, Mr P White 
and Mr B Rose. 

 
Moved: S Constable   Seconded: C Bell  CARRIED 
 
  Mr Bell wished to be advised re: membership from other areas. 

    
6.2 www.upperhuntertourism.com.au 

Noted, a presentation on the new UHS Tourism website – Manager Tourism. . 
 

7.0 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 7.1 Report from Chairman 

 
7.2 Report from D Dutton 

Not available 
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7.3 Report from– National Parks & Wildlife - J Moffat 
Not available 

 
7.4  Report from - Scone Chamber of Commerce & Industry - W Phelps 
 Not available 

 
7.5 Report from Manager – Tourism (Written) – (Attachment 3)  
 
7.6 Report from Business Development Officer (Written) – (Attachment 4)  

 
 

Date of next meeting Friday 23 February 2006 
Upper Hunter Shire Council – Scone Chambers 2.30pm 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 
 
 

“The Coal Industry – what benefits for the Upper Hu nter?” 
 
 
Background 
 
The coal industry has traditionally been located outside of the Upper Hunter LGA although many of the towns 
and businesses have benefited directly and indirectly over time. Many Upper Hunter businesses have 
provided contract services to mines and mining companies and many mine workers have chosen to live within 
the Upper Hunter and travel to other mining areas for work. 
 
Bickham Coal is the first real potential mining effort within the Upper Hunter LGA and its impacts will be 
significant on a number of sectors within the LGA. Support and opposition for the development is divided. 
 
Issues 
 
It is not for this forum to debate its support or opposition to the Bickham mine development or potential future 
mine development in the region.  
 
This forum has been chosen by the Business Development Officer top discuss the topic – “The coal industry – 
what benefits for the Upper Hunter?” 
 
It is expected that the coal mine would have positive and negative impacts in terms of social, environmental 
and economic aspects within the Shire.  
 
It is important to identify the opportunities that may arise from such a development within the Upper Hunter 
LGA. There may be limited time available to take advantage of some of these opportunities so it is vital that a 
plan be developed now. 
 
 

Sean Constable - BDO 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM COMMITTEE 

TOURISM REPORT – November 2006  
BELINDA McKENZIE – UHSC Manager Tourism  

 

 
The Scone & Upper Hunter Horse Festival 06 
The Scone & Upper Hunter Horse Festival have just entered into a advertising partnership with Tourism NSW 
to the value of $12,000 - $1 for $1 match. 
 
Young Endeavour Scheme 06 
Donna Rea held an Afternoon Tea for the 11 nominees for 2006/7. 
 

Name Nominated by 

Erin Binks Merriwa Branch of CWA 
Nicholas Coffey Rotary Club of Scone 
Jessica Cossens Lions Club of Scone 
Sioban Edwards Aberdeen Community Caring Inc 
Glen Harper Scone Uniting Church 
Benjamin Kirkland Rotary Club of Merriwa 
Lucy Sheppard St Joseph’s High School 
Rebecca Sumner Upper Hunter Dressage Association 
James White Scone & District Branch of CWA 
Racheal Finlayson Scone High School 
Henry Wicks Scone High School 

 
The celebration dinner is being held at Club Scone on Thursday 7 December 2006. 
 
A raffle is another part of this year fund raising ideas:-  
First Prize – 34cm NEC TV 
Second Prize – Electric Trimmer 
Third Prize – Dinner at the Colonial Motel 
 
The voyage that this year’s winners will take is V02/07 Newcastle to Sydney – 18 to 28 January 2007.  This 
voyage will take in the Australia Day celebrations on Sydney Harbour – the youth crew on board at this time 
will most likely race in the Tall Ship Race (although confirmation of the race is still to be received).  I’m sure 
that the Australia Day celebrations on Sydney Harbour will indeed make for a very memorable experience for 
our ambassador youths. 
 
Merriwa Visitor Information Centre 
Merriwa Visitor Information Centre is currently having problems being manned over the weekends.  Further 
discussions are to occur. 
 
Murrurundi Visitor Information Centre 
The Open Garden Scheme allowed good visitation through the Centre in October. 
 
MT Annual Leave 
The MT took one month’s annual leave.  Casual staff and trainee, Natalie Seymour, did a fine job of manning 
the Scone VIC. 
 
Scone Visitor Information & Wine Centre 
The Scone Visitor Information Centre assisted a group of local gardens with administration and ticket sales 
when they opened their gardens to the community at the end of September.  They plan to use the $1614 
raised to improve the gardens etc. in Elizabeth Park. 
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The new dedicated tourism website (www.upperhuntertourism.com.au) for the UHS has recently gone live, 
this will enable visitors to receive up to date information and book on-line through the participating 
accommodation house within the Shire.  It is believed that this option should increase visitation and satisfy the 
consumer need to book and confirm immediately.   
 
The Lions Club of Scone will be launched another Barry Rose CD at the Centre on the 6 November 2006 at 
the SVIC.   
 
Upper Hunter Country Tourism – Funding Partners Mee ting 
Andrew Woodcock resigned and his replacement has just been found.  The first funding partners meeting for 
6 months will be held on the 8 December. 
 
Upper Hunter Shire Council Prospectus Folder 
Funding was applied for and received from Dept State & Regional Development for a new UHS Prospectus.  
The prospectus is now printed and delivered.  This was done by way of a partnership with the MT and the 
BDO. 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 
Business Development Officer 

Report October 2006  
 

 
Business Developments 

�  Scone Toyota redevelopment now to proceed following successful negotiations with RTA regarding 
their road upgrade requirement 

�  Scone Vet Clinic application to DOTARS still on hold pending appeal 
�  New Scone industrial land DA soon to be lodged by Riley. Elders considering selling balance of their 

land to a developer 
�  Scone Service Centre still has not commenced construction 
�  Signs are good that Betta Electrical will replace Retravision in Scone early 2007 within the redeveloped 

site between NAB and CBA 
 
 
Aberdeen Land 

�  The next stages of the development have been designed and a the decision regarding development will 
be referred to the Land Committee 

 
 
Rosedale Estate Murrurundi 

�  Development consent for Stage 1 (modified). 
�  Traffic Study completed – no impact on highway intersection 
�  Aboriginal site survey to be conducted once Expressions of Interest received 
�  Engineering design progressing for completion in November 
�  Construction to begin in late 2006/early 2007 
�  Scone agents to provide sales and marketing plans for consideration by Land Committee 
�  Sales expected in 2006/07 year 

 
 
Country Week 

�  Council has deferred its decision to closer to the next event. 
�  Information in relation to the recent Country Week is being collated to go to Council requesting UHSC 

involvement in 2007 
 
 
Community Economic Development Plan 

�  Department of State and Regional Development is conducting review workshops in each of the towns in 
the Upper Hunter 

�  Murrurundi and Aberdeen meetings were held in October – reports available on TRIM 
�  Scone to be held in December 

 
 
Community Economic Development Forums 

�  BDO and STGSC attended Community Economic Development Conference held at Inverell – report to 
be completed 

�  BDO and STGSC attended Upper Hunter Economic Development Forum at Muswellbrook 
 
 
Grants 

�  Upper Hunter Prospectus complete, copy provided - DSRD grant funds balance to be provided 
�  Acquittal of DSRD funds relating to Economic Development Officer once BDO completes required 

reports on projects - $10,000 outstanding 
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Merriwa Small Towns Growth Strategy 
�  Tess still working 2 days per week   
�  Merriwa community identified several projects that Tess will now assist with 

�  Gym and sports centre 
�  Murals 
�  Town beautification 
�  Caravan Park upgrade 

 
 
Murrurundi Development  

�  No action in relation to Bruin’s commercial development  
�  Railway Hotel looking to upgrade facilities by providing outdoor dining under cover entertainment. Also 

refurbishing interior to improve the business – heritage advisor has been involved in planning 
�  MDA looking to establish a community kitchen for town, looking for a site. Also the community garden is 

still on the agenda and land has been made available by Council 
 
 

Merriwa  
 
– Oxley View Estate 

�  Construction of the next stage has commenced with release of another 15 lots expected early 2007 
 

– Industrial land 
�  Tess had discussion with owner of land adjoining current industrial area – not interested in rezoning at 

this stage 
 
 
Scone  
 
– Residential development 

�  Continued strong demand for residential sites and rural residential sites 
�  Real Estate Agents survey conducted in September provided some interesting information – all see a 

need to provide more residential and rural residential lots, there is a growing need for smaller lot sizes 
(around 500 sqm) for the aging population who do not wish to maintain larger blocks 

�  Demand is still outstripping supply 
 

– Industrial land 
�  Development of the industrial land will hopefully commence in 2007 
�  There is a demand for this land and many business owners are finding it difficult to expand within the 

existing zonings 
 
 
Business Surveys 

�  Surveys have been conducted in: 
1. Merriwa – results collated and presented to community meeting 
2. Murrurundi – results collated and report available 
3. Aberdeen – results compiled and report available 
4. Scone – to be conducted in November 

 
�  Surveys have been hand delivered to improve response rate and provide an opportunity to meet 

business owners – currently achieving approximately 70% return rate 
�  Results will assist in future training programs and statistical analysis to identify needs and projects to 

focus on 
�  Reports have been provided to each community meeting as they have been held 

 
 
Chambers, Progress and Development Associations 

�  Still to attend Scone Chamber meeting 
�  Met with Upper Hunter Museum of Rural Life committee (Aberdeen) 
�  Attended Advancing Aberdeen meeting in September 
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Private Irrigation District 
�  Psi-Delta draft report due in November 
�  Business plan to be completed by mid December 
�  Positive outlook for Scone & Aberdeen Augmentation Scheme progressing to funding  
�  Steering Committee to be notified once draft report has been received 

 
 
Other 
Business development enquiries since July – 30 
Development applications lodged as result – 1 
New businesses started up for month  
 
 
Publicity 
 
Article and advertisement in October Hunter Business Review 
Articles regularly in Hunter Valley News and Scone Advocate as well as community newsletters 
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Section:   COMMITTEE/DELEGATES REP7/07 
 

C.1.3 MERRIWA TOURISM AND PROMOTION COMMITTEE 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note the minutes of the meeting held 16 November 2006. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The minutes of the meeting are included as attachment 1. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
As noted in the attached minutes. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt or amend the recommendation. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council note the minutes of the meeti ng held 16 November 2006. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Cottle  Seconded:  Cr J Scriven  CARRIED 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

MINUTES OF THE MERRIWA TOURISM AND PROMOTION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MERRIWA, ON THURSDAY, 16 NOVEMBER  2006 COMMENCING AT 
6.00PM. 
 

1.0 PRESENT:  Cr Ean Cottle (Chairperson), Miss Charlotte Hynes, Mrs Di Inder, Mr Mark 
Inder, Mr Steve Pryor     

 
2.0 IN ATTENDANCE:     

 
3.0 APOLOGIES:   Mrs Shirley Sharpe, Mr Len Coluccio, Mr Robert Goodear, Mr Glenn Hunt, 

Mrs Debbie Hunt, Miss Suzanne Goodear   
 
MOTION: That the apologies be accepted and the necessary le ave of absence be granted.  

                  
C Hynes/D Inder      CARRIED 

 
 
4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
MOTION: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Merr iwa Tourism and Promotion 
Committee held on Thursday, 19 October 2006, a copy  having been distributed to all members 
is taken as read and adopted.  
 C Hynes/M Inder                    CARRIED 

 
 
5.0        DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  

 
Nil Declared 

 
 
6.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

 
 Items dealt with under General Business 
 
 
7.0 CORRESPONDENCE 

 
    7.1    Incoming  Nil 

 
    7.2    Outgoing  Nil 
 
 

8.0 GENERAL BUSINESS  
 

   8.1 Cigarette Bin 
Noted: Council has purchased 5 cigarette bins for the main street. They will be erected over 
the next week.  

 
   8.2    Bins in Main Street 

Noted: Paul Tudor is looking into the replacement of the bins.  
 

   8.3 David Crust 
 Noted: Charlotte is still waiting to hear back form David. 

 
   8.4 Rotary Sign 

Noted: Letters to businesses are being sent this week. Notice is also going in Ringer about 
Calendar of events.  
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 8.5        Meeting Dates  
Noted: It was decide that there would be no meetings in December or January. With the 
next meeting happening in February.  The possibility of going to bi-monthly meetings was 
also discussed. 

 
 
9.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
Thursday, 15 February 2007, Council Chambers, Merriwa commencing at 6.00pm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 6.20pm 
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Section: COMMITTEES/DELEGATES REP 10/07 

 
C.1.4 DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMIT TEE 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
That:  
1. the minutes of the Development and Environmental Services Committee meeting held on January 

2007 be noted; 
2 the following recommendations be adopted: 

Item 1 DA 376/06 Proposed Rural Residential Subdivision – Moobi Rd Scone (B Hails) 
2.1 DA 376/06 for a proposed rural residential subdivision, at lot 10 DP 1032281 Moobi Rd Scone, be 

approved subject to completion of the Section 79c assessment and inclusion of appropriate 
conditions including; reduction in ridge height by 700mm, restrictions on use of the shed for 
commercial or industrial purposes. 

Item 2 DA 242/03 Proposed modification to consent for Gloucester Ruby and Sapphire Mine (Cluff 
Resources) 
2.2 That Council note the site inspection undertaken by Councillors and staff at the Gloucester Ruby 

and Sapphire Mine in respect of proposed modification to DA 242/03 
2.3 That the draft Section 79c assessment including responses from Government Agencies be 

referred back to the D & E Committee for further consideration and recommendation back to 
Council. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
The Development and Environmental Services Committee met on 15 January 2007. Council was presented 
by Councillors: P Hodges (Chairperson), B Rose, D Peebles L Watts, and J Scriven, Mr. D Casson, Director 
Environmental Services, Mr P Smith, Senior Environmental Officer attended the meeting and community 
members were present for item as listed in the Minutes. There were two items on the agenda – Item and DA 
242/03 Proposed modification to consent for Gloucester Ruby and Sapphire Mine (Cluff Resources) 
 
ISSUES: 
Refer to minutes 

  
SUSTAINABILITY:  
The assessment of development applications in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act with consideration and review by the Development and Environmental Services Committee is an important 
process for council consideration of more complex development issues.  
 
OPTIONS: 
To agree with the recommendations of the committee and propose an alternate recommendation.  
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Nil 
 
Declarations of Interest 
Cr N Doonan declared an interest in the matter as a shareholder in the Company.  He vacated the Chamber 
and took no part in discussions or voting. 
 
RESOLVED that:  
1. the minutes of the Development and Environmental  Services Committee meeting held on 

January 2007 be noted; 
2 the following recommendations be adopted: 

Item 1 DA 376/06 Proposed Rural Residential Subdivi sion – Moobi Rd Scone (B Hails)  
2.4 DA 376/06 for a proposed rural residential subd ivision, at lot 10 DP 1032281 Moobi Rd 

Scone, be approved subject to completion of the Sec tion 79c assessment and inclusion of 
appropriate conditions including; reduction in ridg e height by 700mm, restrictions on use 
of the shed for commercial or industrial purposes. 

Item 2 DA 242/03 Proposed modification to consent f or Gloucester Ruby and Sapphire Mine 
(Cluff Resources)  
2.5 That Council note the site inspection undertake n by Councillors and staff at the Gloucester 

Ruby and Sapphire Mine in respect of proposed modif ication to DA 242/03 
2.6 That the draft Section 79c assessment including  responses from Government Agencies be 

referred back to the D & E Committee for further co nsideration and recommendation back 
to Council. 

 
Moved: Cr P Hodges  Seconded: Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Minutes of the Development and Environmental Servic es Committee Meeting 

15 January 2007 – Upper Hunter Shire Council Chambe rs - Scone 
 
Present:   Council was represented by Councillors:  P Hodges (Chairperson), B Rose, D 

Peebles, J Scriven and L Watts. 
In Attendance:  Mr. D Casson, Director Environmental Services, Mr P Smith, Senior Environmental 

Officer  
 
Apologies:  Nil 
 
Absent:  Nil 
 
Declaration of Interest:  Nil 
 
The committee members met at the Chambers at 8.45am  and proceeded to the first site inspection in 
respect of item 1.  
 
Agenda Items 
There were two items: Item 1 DA 376/06 Proposed Rural Residential Subdivision – Moobi Rd Scone (B Hails) 
and DA 242/03 Proposed modification to consent for Gloucester Ruby and Sapphire Mine (Cluff Resources) 
 
Item 1 - DA 376/06 Proposed Rural Residential Subdi vision – Moobi Rd Scone (B Hails) 
Community Members on Site: 
Mr B Hails (applicant / owner) Mr P Grant, Mrs K Fulljames, Mrs J Russ, Mr P & Mrs D Gatenby, Mr J Day, Mr 
M & Mrs H Yields. 
 
Issues 

·  The Committee carried out a site inspection in respect of the development 
·  A Section 79C assessment under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979  will be 

completed and provided under separate cover prior to the council meeting 
·  The application has been the subject of one submission, a copy of which has been previously 

provided and will be attached to the Section 79C assessment (note that the committee was advised 
that a petition which was referred to on site would be submitted for consideration by Council) 

·  A number of community representatives were on site and provided with the opportunity to make 
further comment in respect of the proposal and for the proponents to clarify several issues. Matters 
raised included availability of water and sewer, loss of “rural” amenity should the application be 
approved, perceived inconsistency with Council vision statement, precedent for further such 
applications, impact on local road system (problems with existing road edges identified).  

·  Further discussion by the committee acknowledged that the proposal was permissible under the 
Scone LEP due to the provision of sewerage to the proposed lots. It was acknowledged that the future 
erection of a dwelling would likely have minimal impact on the streetscape with the minimum 18m 
setback requirement. It was suggested that conditions of consent in respect of side boundary 
setbacks and tree planting / landscaping may limit perceived impacts. It was noted that the land is 
zoned rural residential and not rural – with the development generally being in accordance with the 
requirements of the zone. 

 
Recommendation : 
  
1.1 DA 376/06 for a proposed rural residential subdivision, at lot 10 DP 1032281 Moobi Rd Scone, be 

approved subject to completion of the Section 79c assessment and inclusion of appropriate conditions 
including; reduction in ridge height by 700mm, restrictions on use of the shed for commercial or 
industrial purposes.. 

 
  Moved Cr Peebles seconded Cr Scriven;  Carried 
 
 
Item 2- DA 242/03 Proposed modification to consent for Gloucester Ruby and Sapphire Mine (Cluff 
Resources) 
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Issues 
·  The committee were invited to the property to carry out a site inspection with representatives (elected 

and staff members) of Gloucester Shire Council 
·  The site inspection allowed a review of the sites which have been or currently are being mined, 

inspection of monitoring stations in the River, appreciation of the proposed additional mining area and 
an understanding of the mining process undertaken on the site.  

·  Committee members participated in round table discussion with the Gloucester representatives 
regarding issues which have been raised in submissions 

·  The draft section 79c assessment has not yet been completed as responses from relevant 
government agencies are yet to be received.  

·  A further review of the documentation will be made upon receipt of the Government Agency 
submissions and preparation of draft section 79c assessment. 

 
Recommendation : 
  
2.1 That Council note the site inspection undertaken by Councillors and staff at the Gloucester Ruby and 

Sapphire Mine in respect of proposed modification to DA 242/03 
2.2 That the draft Section 79c assessment including responses from Government Agencies be referred 

back to the D & E Committee for further consideration and recommendation back to Council.  
 
Moved Cr Scriven  seconded Cr Watts;  Carried 
 
Meeting Closed: 4.35pm 
 
Next Meeting:  10:00am - 13 th  February, 2006  
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DEVELOPMENT 
 
Section: DEVELOPMENT 
 

D.1.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 85/95 MODIFICATIO N FOR VAILIMA 
QUARRY, ROSSGOLE ROAD  

 Council: 22 January 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Development Application No. 85/95 be approved subject to conditions of consent. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 

Owner:  Georgina Bragg 
Applicant:  Mr Frank Bragg 
Property: Rossgole 
Proposal: Modification to Development Application 85/95 to increase extraction from 5000m3 up to 

29000m3. 
Zoning:  1(d)  Rural Holdings Zone 
 

At its 18 December 2006 ordinary meeting the Council resolved that the above mentioned development 
application: be deferred for staff to develop conditions which might be more acceptable to the residents on the 
Rossgole Road. Council staff have now given further consideration to the application with respect to the 
issues raised by residents. 
 
ISSUES: 

·  The Hunter Regional Development Committee (HRDC) has no objections to the proposed 
development provided certain matters are included in the conditions of consent (see the attached 
excerpt from the HRDC minutes). These requirements have been included in the conditions of 
consent and/or to be addressed by Council. 

·  The 79c assessment has been revised and the recommended conditions of consent have been 
amended (provided under separate cover – the amendments are highlighted). 

·  The amended conditions of consent include: the requirement monthly reporting where there are 100 
or more truck movements in any one month or upon Council request and the provision of an initial and 
annual survey plan to help verify that the volume of material extracted is in accordance with the 
conditions of consent. 

·  The condition concerning the school bus movement has been removed (the school buses do not use 
Rossgole Road). 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an important 
role for Council. 
 
OPTIONS: 

·  That Council resolve that the application to modify Development Application No. 85/95 be approved. 
·  Reject the development application modification stating reasons 

 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Development Application fees of $700 have been paid ($250 of this is paid to the Department of Natural 
Resources). 
 
 
RESOLVED that Development Application No. 85/95 be approved subject to conditions of consent. 
 

Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr N Doonan  CARRIED 
 
AMENDMENT TO THE MOTION 
 
RESOLVED that: 

1. Development Application No. 85/95 be approved su bject to conditions of consent 
2. Quarterly reports be broken down into monthly fi gures 
3. Cattle grid maintenance or replacement will be u ndertaken as necessary.  
4. That the speed limit be reduced to 60km/hr 

 
Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr N Doonan  CARRIED 
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Attachment: Minutes of the Regional Development Com mittee Meeting (6 December 2006) 
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Section: DEVELOPMENT  

 
D.1.2 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION NO. 332/06 BOBIALLA F EEDLOT 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 

That Council refer Development Application No. 332/06 to the Development and Environmental Services 
Committee for further consideration and recommendation. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 

Owner:   Balmoral Estate Pty Ltd 
Applicant: Frampton Farms 
Property: “Bobialla” Lot 15 DP 112964, Lots 7, 8 and 114 DP 750913 
Proposal: To Establish under 1000 head feedlot 
Zoning:  1(a) General Rural Zone 
 
The Council has received the above mentioned application to establish an under 1000 head cattle feedlot on 
the property known a “Bobialla” (see the attached location map). A Statement of Environmental Effects has 
been submitted and can be made available on request. A feedlot is currently operating from the property for 
12 months, however in order to gain accreditation through the Australian Lot Feeders Association (ALFA) they 
are required to obtain the relevant approvals under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
The Council has received two submissions from adjoining land owners (provided under separate cover) 
raising concerns such as odour and the suitability of Idaville Road for use of heavy vehicles. The Council has 
also received a detailed submission from the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) which is generally 
supportive of the proposal (provided under separate cover). 
 
ISSUES: 
 

·  A section 79c assessment under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 has not yet 
been completed. 

·  The proposal is for a feedlot of more than 50 head of cattle, but less than 1000 head of cattle, as such 
it becomes Local Development and Council is the consent authority. 

·  There are a number of potential impacts of feedlots including odour, increased use of roads by heavy 
vehicles, surface and groundwater contamination, soil degradation and carcass disposal. 

·  The proposal is Integrated Development as the applicant is required to obtain a groundwater licence 
for industrial purposes from the Department of Natural Resources. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 

Appropriate development control which considers all relevant issues and merits of applications is an important 
role for Council. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 

To refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee or to have a further report 
submitted to Council. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 

Development Application fees of $820 have been paid.  
 
 
RESOLVED that Council refer Development Application  No. 332/06 to the Development and 
Environmental Services Committee for further consid eration and recommendation. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Attachment 1: Location Map 
 
 

 
 

Bobialla Feedlot 
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Section: DEVELOPMENT REP  15/07 

 
D.1.3 DA 48/98 RURAL RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT - OWEN 'S GAP - DRAFT 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN  
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council refer the draft Development Control Plan (Clifton Hills Estate) in respect of DA 48/98 to the 
Development and Environmental Services Committee for further consideration and recommendation. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Owner:   Longmeadows Pty Ltd and others 
Applicant: K F Murphy & Assoc 
Property: Lot 41 & 110 DP 750939 and Lot 11 DP 1041764 Owen’s Gap 
Proposal: Rural Residential Subdivision of 15 lots 
Zoning:  1(c) and 1(d)  
 
Council approved the abovementioned application in August 2000. The work associated with establishing the 
lots has primarily been completed however all conditions of consent must be satisfied before the linen plan 
can be endorsed and the new lots sold.  
 
One of the conditions of consent required the preparation of a Development Control Plan for the subdivision. A 
draft document has been submitted and it is suggested that it should be referred to the Development and 
Environmental Services Committee for review and recommendation back to Council prior to the document 
being placed on public exhibition. 
 
ISSUES: 
 

·  The draft document (once approved by Council) must be placed on public exhibition.  
·  Referral to the D & E Committee will allow a more detailed look at the guidelines and recommendation 

for any amendments thereto. 
·  The draft document will be provided to the D & E Councillors. It will also be made available for any 

other Councillors upon request. 
·  A copy of the subdivision layout is attached. 

 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Preparation of a development control plan forms part of appropriate development control which considers all 
relevant issues and merits of applications.. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To refer the application to the Development and Environmental Services Committee or to have a further report 
submitted to Council. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Development Application fees for the original subdivision were paid.  
 
 
RESOLVED that Council refer the draft Development C ontrol Plan (Clifton Hills Estate) in respect of 
DA 48/98 to the Development and Environmental Servi ces Committee for further consideration and 
recommendation. 
 

Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 



Page 26 of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of    
Upper Hunter Shire Council held on 22 January 2007  MAYOR GENERAL MANAGER 

 



Page 27 of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of    
Upper Hunter Shire Council held on 22 January 2007  MAYOR GENERAL MANAGER 

ENVIRONMENT/HEALTH 
 
Section: ENVIRONMENT/HEALTH REP5/07 

 
E.1.1 COMMENCEMENT OF COMPANION ANIMALS AMENDMENT A CT 2006  
 Council: 22 January, 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council: 
 
1. adopt the amended changes to the Companion Animals Act 1998; and 
2. delegate to the General Manager authority to nominate an ‘Authorised Officer/s’ (see part (ii)) to declare 

a dangerous dog. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Companion Animals Amendment Act 2006 has been passed by the NSW State Government and has 
come into effect from 1 January 2007. The amendments are intended to provide councils with additional tools 
to effectively enforce the Companion Animals Act 1998. 
 
The main amendments to this legislation are:- 
 

(i) A dog that displays unreasonable aggression or a dog that is kept or used for the purposes of 
hunting to be declared a dangerous dog under the Act (dogs used or kept for the purpose of 
locating , flushing , pointing or retrieving birds or vermin are excluded).  

(ii) Declaration of dangerous and/or restricted dogs will be done by an authorised officer/s within the 
council, instead of the council itself making such a declaration.  

(iii) To prohibit the sale (which includes giving away) and the acquisition of dangerous dogs in the 
same way as restricted dogs cannot be sold or acquired. 

(iv) Enable a dangerous or restricted dog to be seized and immediately destroyed if the dog attacks or 
bites without provocation or if the enclosure or muzzling requirements have not been complied 
with on two separate occasions over a 12 month period. 

(v) Require the owner of a dangerous or restricted dog to obtain a certificate of compliance in relation 
to the enclosure in which the dog is required to be kept (an owner of an existing dangerous or 
restricted dog will have 28 days from the date of commencement to obtain the certificate). 

(vi) Require a dog owner generally to take reasonable precautions to prevent the dog from escaping 
from the property it is usually kept. 

(vii) Remove the exemption for working dogs from the identification and registration requirements 
under the Act (working dogs that are ordinarily kept in the unincorporated area of NSW or on 
rateable land that is categorised as “farmland” under the Local Government Act 1993 will be 
exempted by Regulation). 

 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
 
3. adopt the amended changes to the Companion Anima ls Act 1998; and 
4. delegate to the General Manager authority to nom inate an ‘Authorised Officer/s’ (see part (ii)) to 

declare a dangerous dog. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr E Cottle  CARRIED 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
Section: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION INT:6715/07 

 
G.1.1 HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN HORSE EXHIBITION 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council: 

1. Provide a letter of support to the Australian Stock Horse Society in support of the project to 
accompany their application to Regional Partnerships Program; 

2. Provide appropriate tourism signage around Scone, should the project proceed; and 
3. Receive the presentation from Mr Ray Hynes and then consider any cash grant for the development 

of the exhibition. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The “Australian Horse” is an identifiable and popular breed throughout the world. There is much history about 
this horse and there is an opportunity to showcase this in a purpose built exhibition centre at the existing ASH 
Society site in Scone. 
 
Design and costing has been completed by Mr Ray Hynes and a presentation will be made to Council to 
support this worthwhile project. 
 
The exhibition supports the Horse Capital of Australia theme and provides further tourism potential for the 
Upper Hunter region. This would provide a focal point within Scone for the horse industry enthusiast that can 
then be used to promote all other activities throughout the Shire. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
There is already reference to a horse museum in the Upper Hunter promotional material, even though it does 
not exist. This would not be a museum but an interactive exhibition. 
 
There are a number of partners involved and Regional Partnerships funding would have more chance of 
success if there is commitment from UHSC. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
The exhibition would be run and maintained by the Australian Stock Horse Society. It would be expected that 
this project would increase tourism to the area and encourage people to stay overnight or extend their stop 
over. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Accept, reject or modify the recommendations 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
No allocation in existing budget - Council would need to approve the $5,000 budget and conditions of 
commitment 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 

1. Provide a letter of support to the Australian St ock Horse Society in support of the project to 
accompany their application to Regional Partnership s Program; 

2. Provide appropriate tourism signage around Scone , should the project proceed; and 
3. Receive the presentation from Mr Ray Hynes 
4. Request ED&TC to consider any cash grant for the  development of the exhibition  

 
Moved:  Cr P Hodges  Seconded:  Cr E Bates  CARRIED 
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Section: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION REP2/07 

 
G.1.2 LOCAL PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - 2007 
 Council:  22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
For notation. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
At its meeting on 24 October 2005, Council resolved to seek a half-day public holiday on Friday, 18 May 2007 
for the running of the Scone Cup. 
 
Advice has been received from the Deputy Director-General, NSW Department of Industrial Relations, that the 
Hon John Della Bosca MLC, Minister for Industrial Relations, has appointed the requested public half-holiday 
for the towns of Aberdeen, Blandford, Bunnan, Ellerston, Gundy, Moonan Brook, Moonan Flat, Murrurundi, 
Parkville, Scone, Rouchel, Timor and Wingen within the Upper Hunter Shire Council area, for the running of 
the Scone Cup and the necessary Notice was published in the Government Gazette on Friday, 22 December 
2006. 
 
Also at its meeting on 24 October 2005 Council resolved to provide a half day holiday for all Council staff for 
the designated annual half-day public holiday for the Scone Cup. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The granting of a half-holiday for the running of the Scone Cup. 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Not applicable. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
The report was noted. 
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Section: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  

 
G.1.3 UPPER HUNTER WATERKEEPERS ALLIANCE INC - ART PROJECT FOR 

MURRURUNDI/BLANDFORD DISTRICT 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council invite representatives of the Upper Hunter Waterkeepers Alliance Inc to make a presentation. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
In a letter dated 19 December 2006, the Upper Hunter Waterkeepers Alliance Inc requested an opportunity to 
present Council with details of an Art Project planned for the Murrurundi/Blandford district in 2007. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The project team making the presentation consists of Artist Hanna Kay, Environmental Scientist Michelle Bush 
and Project Manager Steve Guihot. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
Not applicable. 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council invite representatives of the  Upper Hunter Waterkeepers Alliance Inc to make 
a presentation. 
 

Moved:  Cr D Peebles  Seconded:  Cr N Doonan  CARRIED 
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Section: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  

 
G.1.4 RAINWATER TANK POLICY 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council: 
1. Exempt development application fees for the installation of rainwater tanks with a capacity up to 25,000 litres to 

existing dwellings in rural, village and residential zones. 
2. Endorse a simplified rainwater tank application process for rainwater tanks between 4,500 and 25,000 litre 

capacity. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
At its meeting on 27 November 2006, Council endorsed a rebate scheme for the installation of rainwater tanks in 
residential areas to existing dwellings serviced by reticulated water supply. 
 
Council’s current Development Control Plans for the former Scone and Murrurundi areas exempts water tanks of up 
to 4,500 litre capacity from obtaining development consent.  A development application, with fees, is required on 
tanks above 10,000 litres with an informal approval required between 4,500 litre and 10,000 litre capacity tanks. 
 
The formal development application and fees are a disincentive to the installation of water tanks to existing 
dwellings. 
 
ISSUES: 

·  The Council’s policy for rebates for rainwater tanks is an encouragement for their installation, however, the 
current development consent process for the commonly used capacity tanks acts as some discouragement. 

·  The recommendation removes the disincentive to submit an application, with a simplified application 
process and no development fees. 

·  The benefits of rainwater tanks have been assessed and are to be encouraged. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
The installation of rainwater tanks to existing dwellings will assist the sustainability of water supplies within the 
Shire. 
 
Individual residents can assist their own sustainability in rural areas and reduce reliance on reticulated supplies 
through the installation of rainwater storage tanks. 
 
OPTIONS: 

·  That Council not exempt fees and/or endorse a simplified rainwater tanks application process. 
·  That council amend the capacity limits recommended. 
·  That Council amend its DCP for exempt and complying developments (this is a complicated process given 

the requirements of the EP&A Act). 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
Council would forego development application fees for rainwater tank applications of capacity 10,000 to 25,000 
litres. 
 
Water Funds will fund the cost of processing applications in addition to the rebates provided to landholders. 
 
A development application and inspection fees for a 25,000 litre tank estimated to cost $5,000 would be in the 
vicinity of $200 per application. 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council: 
1. Exempt development application fees for the inst allation of rainwater tanks with a capacity up to 2 5,000 

litres to existing dwellings in rural, village and residential zones. 
2. Endorse a simplified rainwater tank application process for rainwater tanks between 4,500 and 25,00 0 

litre capacity. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr N Doonan  CARRIED 
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UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

RAINWATER TANKS  -  CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Upper Hunter Shire Council encourages the installation of rainwater tanks to existing residences within the 
Shire and requires their installation with any new residence. 
 
Depending on the capacity of the tank, various conditions will apply to the installation of the tank. 
 
Council offers a financial rebate for the installation of rainwater tanks to existing residences connected to 
reticulated water supply.  Separate conditions apply to obtain the Council rebate. 
 
 
CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 
Tank Capacity up to 4,500 litres 
 
Rainwater Tanks for residential and bushfire water supply within rural, village and residential zones are 
exempt from development application subject to the following: 
 

(i) Residential Zones 
- Maximum capacity 4,500 litres 
- Minimum setback 900mm to side and rear boundaries 
- Maximum height 2.4 metres (including tank and stand) 
- Behind the building line and not in front of the dwelling 
- Noise from pumps not to exceed 5dbA at the wall of a dwelling on any adjoining property 

 
(ii) Village and Rural Zones 

- Maximum capacity 100,000 litres 
- Minimum setback 5 metres to side and rear boundaries  
- Maximum height 2.4 metres 
- Installation must be to manufacturer’s instructions 
- Located behind the building line 
- Noise from pumps not to exceed 5dbA at the wall of a dwelling on any adjoining property 

 
Advisory Note: 
 
You should consult a structural engineer to ensure structural stability. 
 
The tank and any stand to be installed in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications. 
 
For further advice refer to Department of Local Government Circular No 95/73 – Information and 
Guidance Regarding Installation of Rainwater Tanks as a Domestic Water Conservation Resource in 
Urban Situations. 
 
Council Policy requires the provision of a minimum 100,000 litres of potable water storage to village 
and rural dwellings that do not have reticulated water.  A minimum 20,000 litres must be available for 
fire fighting purposes and provided with a 38mm fitting for connection to fire fighting equipment. 
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Tank Capacity 4,000 to 25,000 litres 

 
Rainwater Tanks for residential and bushfire water supply within rural, village and residential zones may be 
approved by Council by submission of a development application, without fees, subject to the following: 
 

(iii) It complies with any requirements of Upper Hunter Shire Council. 
(iv) Is designed to collect roof water only, but can be topped up from a water supply service pipe. 
(v) Is fitted with a first-flush device. 
(vi) Is prefabricated, enclosed and has any inlet screened, is structurally sound and is installed in 

accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. 
(vii) Does not exceed a height of 2.4 metres from ground level. 
(viii) Is not installed over or immediately adjacent to a water or sewer main unless the 

requirements of the public authority with responsibility for the main have been met. 
(ix) Is located behind the front building alignment. 
(x) In residential zones, is located at least 900mm from any property boundary or any covenant 

attached to the land. 
(xi) In village and rural zones, is located 5 metres from side and rear boundaries 
(xii) Has a sign affixed stating ‘rainwater’. 
(xiii) Has overflow directed into an existing stormwater system. 
(xiv) Is maintained to prevent mosquito breeding and overflow. 
(xv) The installation of the tank must not involve the excavation of more than one metre from the 

existing ground level, or the filling of more than one metre above the existing ground level. 
(xvi) If plumbing is required to connect the tank to the water supply service or water main, it must 

be done by a licensed plumber, in accordance with the NSW Code of Practice-Plumbing and 
Drainage, have the consent of and meet any requirement of the Upper Hunter Shire Council 
who is responsible for the water supply service pipe or water main. 

(xvii) Noise from pumps not to exceed 5dbA at the wall of a dwelling on any adjoining property. 
 

Advisory Note: 
 
You should consult a structural engineer to ensure structural stability. 
 
The tank and any stand to be installed in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications. 
 
For further advice refer to Department of Local Government Circular No 95/73 – Information and 
Guidance Regarding Installation of Rainwater Tanks as a Domestic Water Conservation Resource in 
Urban Situations. 
 
Council Policy requires the provision of a minimum 100,000 litres of potable water storage to village 
and rural dwellings that do not have reticulated water.  A minimum 20,000 litres must be available for 
fire fighting purposes and provided with a 38mm fitting for connection to fire fighting equipment. 

 
Tank Capacity greater than 25,000 litres 

 
Rainwater Tanks greater than 25,000 litre capacity will require a development application, with fees in 
accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, as amended. 
 
The development application will be assessed, neighbours notified if required and conditions of consent 
established based on the particular circumstances but generally in the form of conditions for the above 
rainwater tanks. 
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ADVISORY NOTES FOR RAINWATER TANKS AND CONSUMPTION OF WATER AFTER INSTALLATION 
 
 
(i) WATER CONTAMINATION 
 
Residents are also requested to ensure however that adequate measures are undertaken to reduce the 
chance of the water in their tanks being contaminated. This is particularly essential if it is proposed to drink the 
water without any other treatment. There are simple steps which will help ensure that the water in their tank 
does not become unusable due to contamination from roofs or animals / insects finding their way into the 
tanks. These measures include: 

All tanks must be roofed 
Keep gutters clean – use an approved method of screen / guard. Note: the types vary and some are 

far better than others 
Use a first flush diversion system so that higher contaminated water from the initial runoff from the 

roof does not go into the tank 
Install approved screens to the water storage tank (for vermin and vectors eg: mosquitoes) 

 
It is possible to utilise a combination of town water and roofwater runoff in a storage tank. Such a system 
allows use of rainwater when it is available and town water can be utilised to supplement any shortages. 
There are again precautions that must be undertaken and residents should consult with Council’s 
Environmental Services Department if they wish to obtain more information. 
 
In addition to the above requirements, attached is further information concerning the use of rainwater tanks 
where a reticulated potable water supply is available. 
 
(ii) REDUCING DEMAND 
 
Reducing water consumption in the home is a simple and easy way to decrease water and energy bills and 
reduce your household’s impact on the environment. 
 
Ways To Minimise Water Use 
 
Determine what water services are required (bathing, washing up, watering the garden), and choose water 
efficient products to provide these services. 
Minimise  outdoor water use through reducing lawn areas and using native plants. Minimise paving of outdoor 
as this increases heat radiation and water run-off from the site. 
Wash cars and bikes on the lawn so that the grass is watered at the same time as cleaning takes place. 
Sweep your paths and drives instead of hosing them down. 
Reuse water where possible. 
 
(iii) SHOWERS 
 
The shower  is one of the easiest and most cost effective places to decrease your water use. 
An inefficient showerhead can use 20 to 30 litres of water every minute while an efficient one will give a high 
quality shower using only nine litres of water every minute.  Depending on the model you choose it is possible 
to get additional features such as massage, self-cleaning, and flow control. 
A-rated showerheads  use less water and less hot water, meaning that water heaters don’t need to work as 
hard. 
The environmental benefits are: 

·  Lower water use. 
·  Decreased  wastewater volume. 
·  Reduced  CO2 emission form reduced hot water use. 

 
 
(iv) DUAL FLUSH TOILETS 
 
Dual flush toilets are compulsory in all new developments.  Retrofitting dual flush cisterns is a simple and cost 
effective way of reducing water consumption.  Devices are also available to reduce the volume of each flush in 
older cisterns. 
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USE OF RAINWATER TANKS WHERE A RETICULATED POTABLE WATER SUPPLY IS AVAILABLE  
 
A properly maintained rainwater tank can provide good quality drinking water.  Upper Hunter Shire Council 
advises householders, councils and developers to ensure that an adequate system of cleaning and 
maintenance is in place if rainwater is the sole source of drinking water.  Tanks should not be allowed to 
become breeding sites for mosquitoes. 
 
Those who use rainwater should be aware of potential risks associated with chemical and microbiological 
contamination.  Collection of rainwater for human consumption (drinking and cooking) in areas affected by 
heavy traffic, incinerators, smelters or heavy industry is not recommended.  Airborne contaminants and other 
pollutants may find their way into tanks in urban centres and industrial areas. 
 
In large urban areas access to a reticulated potable water supply remains the most reliable source of drinking 
water for the community.  In these areas Upper Hunter Shire Council supports the use of rainwater tanks for 
all non-potable uses, such as garden watering, topping up swimming pools and car washing.  The collection of 
rainwater conserves the potable water supply and helps to reduce stormwater.  The use of rainwater tanks for 
drinking purposes is not recommended where a reticulated potable water supply is available. 
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RAINWATER TANKS  
 
Water is our most precious natural resource and something that most of us take for granted.  We are 
increasingly becoming aware of the importance of water to our survival and its limited supply, especially in 
such a dry continent as Australia. 
 
Rainwater tanks can provide a renewable supply of natural, soft, clear and odourless water that can be used 
for a range of purposes.  In some areas it may represent the primary source of household water while in 
others it can supplement existing public water supply. 
 
Is The Water Safe To Drink?  
 
Generally yes.  Providing the rainwater is clear, has little taste or smell and is from a well maintained water 
catchment system it is probably safe and unlikely to cause any illness for most users. 
 
Water used for household purposes for drinking, food preparation or bathing should meet certain guidelines in 
order to protect you and your family’s health.  The water should be free of harmful micro-organisms or harmful 
levels of chemicals.  By far the greatest potential risk to your health comes from contamination of water with 
harmful micro-organisms such as bacteria, viruses and parasites. 
 
The microbiological quality of rainwater collected in domestic tanks will be poorer than that of many public 
water supplies.  However, providing systems are well maintained the risk of harmful organisms being present 
is low. 
 
Rainwater Tanks In Urban Areas  
 
Those who use rainwater in urban areas should be aware of potential risks associated with chemical and 
microbiological contamination.  Collection of rainwater for human consumption (drinking and cooking) in areas 
affected by heavy traffic, incinerators, smelters or heavy industry is not recommended.  Airborne contaminants 
and other pollutants may find their way into tanks in urban centres and industrial areas. 
 
In large urban areas access to a reticulated potable water supply remains the most reliable source of drinking 
water for the community.  In these areas Scone Shire Council supports the use of rainwater tanks for all non-
potable uses, such as garden watering, and car washing.  The collection of rainwater conserves the potable 
water supply and helps to reduce stormwater.  The use of rainwater tanks for drinking purposes is not 
recommended where a  reticulated potable water supply is available. 
 
What If I Have A Weakened Immune System?  
 
People with special health needs such as those who have a severely weakened immune system (the 
immunocompromised); including some people with HIV and AIDS, transplant recipients, dialysis patients and 
cancer patients; should talk to their doctor about potential risks from drinking rainwater.  These people, and 
the very young or very old, may wish to take extra care by using only boiled, bottled or microfiltered water and 
avoiding foods and beverages that may contain rainwater. 
 
Please contact your doctor or local Public Health Unit if you require additional information on this issue. 
 
RAINWATER CAN BE BROUGHT TO A ROLLING BOIL, AND ALLOWED TO COOL BEFORE DRINKING. 
 
People should be aware of the dangers of scalding and be careful when boiling water. 
 
Fluoride  
 
Rainwater does not contain fluoride.  Where rainwater is the major source of water for drinking and cooking, 
advice about alternative sources of fluoride should be sought from your local dentist, school or community 
dental service or from the Australian Dental Association. 
 
How Can Water Quality Be Protected?  
 
The provision of good quality water depends on correct design and installation followed by sensible 
maintenance of the rainwater tank and catchment area.  The collection of rainwater involves “low  
maintenance not no maintenance”. 
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The Tank  
 
Tanks are available in a wide range of materials including steel (galvanised and Aquaplate), concrete, 
fibreglass or plastic.  All of these materials can be suitable providing the tanks have been manufactured 
specifically for the collection of rainwater.  It is also important to note that: 
 
·  Some PVC pipes may contain lead so if the water is for drinking purposes, only high quality (“food grade”) 

plastic pipe and fittings should be used. 
·  There have been some reports that water collected from metal roofs can react with steel tanks to cause 

corrosion. 
·  Some types of new tanks may have to be washed or flushed before use.  The manufacturer should be 

able to provide advice on whether this may be necessary. 
 
When installed the tank should be covered to prevent light from reaching the water, as it will encourage the 
growth of algae.  Every access point should be sealed unless in use.  The inlet and overflow of the tank 
should incorporate a mesh cover and a strainer to keep out materials such as leaves and to prevent the 
access of mosquitoes and other insects. 
 
The top of the tanks should have a tightly sealed access cover, to stop animals and children entering but to 
allow access to the tank for cleaning and inspection purposes.  Any ground level covers should also be sealed 
to prevent stormwater entering in-ground tanks. 
 
The Catchment  
 
In general, house and shed roofs are used as catchment areas.  Rainwater can be collected from most types 
of roofs, including asbestos roofs, providing they have not been painted with lead-based paints or coated with 
bitumen-based material. 
 
Roofs coated with acrylic paints may contain dissolved detergents and chemicals that can affect the colour or 
taste of rainwater.  The first few runoffs from these types of roofs may need to be discarded.  Rainwater 
collected from the first few runoffs from new concrete tiled or metal roofs should also be discarded. 
 
As a precaution the use of pesticide-treated timbers and lead flashing should be avoided in roof catchments.  
Also, if possible, rainwater should not be collected from parts of roofs incorporating flues from wood burners. 
 
Overflows or discharge pipes from roof mounted appliances such as evaporative air conditioners or hot water 
systems should not be allowed to discharge onto the roof catchment area. 
 
First Flush Devices  
 
First flush devices prevent the first portion of roof run-off from entering the tank and will reduce the amount of 
dust, bird droppings and leaves etc, that can accumulate on roofs, from being washed into tanks.  The use of 
these devices is recommended. 
 
Alternatively the tank inlet should be disconnected so that the first run-off of rain after a dry spell is not 
collected. 
 
If your house is over sprayed by aerial chemical spraying, divert the collection pipe from your rainwater tank to 
prevent any pesticides form entering the tank.  Clean the roof or wait until after the next rainfall before 
reconnecting your drinking water tank to your roof. 
 
Tank Maintenance  
 
Proper maintenance of the tank, catchment system, roof, gutters and inlet is essential to ensure a safe supply 
of water and is best carried out before seasons when heavy rain is expected. 
 
Roof catchments and gutters should be inspected and cleared of leaves and other debris every three or four 
months.  Overhanging branches should also be removed where possible.  If overhead wires are too close for 
safety, contact your local  power authority for advice. 
 
All screens should be cleaned regularly.  Tanks should not be allowed to become breeding site s for 
mosquitoes.   If mosquitoes are detected in a tank the entry point should be located and closed.  For most 
types of tanks mosquito breeding can be stopped by adding a teaspoon of domestic kerosene.  Power 
kerosene should not be used as it will taint the water. 
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Desludging  
 
Tanks should be examined for accumulation of sludge at least every 2-3 years.  If sludge is present in the tank 
it should be removed by siphon or by complete emptying of the tank (desludging). 
 
Tanks with a ‘cone scour’ base are easy to clean by simply opening the cleaning outlet to allow the water to 
gush out with the sludge then rinse with a hose.  Small, flat-bottomed tanks can be drained, rinsed with a hose 
and tilted to drain.  One method of cleaning big flat-bottomed tanks is to get inside with a bucket, shovel and 
broom and dig out the sludge.  A second person should be present to ensure the safety of the person inside 
the tank. 
 
Clean a big tank early in the morning or when the area is shaded to avoid heat exhaustion.  For light inside the 
tank, use a battery lantern not a flame or electric extension.  If chemicals are being used for repairs inside, a 
respirator may be necessary. 
 
Professional tank cleaners are available in some areas. 
 
If the tank is your only source of water, it can still be desludged regularly by siphoning the sludge off.  If the 
sediment has been stirred up, the water can be treated chemically with chlorine and/or boiled before 
consumption.  The best arrangement is to have two tanks and clean them out alternately. 
 
A CONCRETE TANK COULD CRACK IF IT DRIES OUT.  CHECK WITH THE TANK SUPPLIER TO FIND 
OUT IF THE TYPE YOU HAVE CAN SAFELY REMAIN EMPTY FOR A FEW WEEKS.  IT MIGHT BE 
NECESSARY TO PUT WATER IN THE TANK TO STOP IT FROM CRACKING. 
 
Plastic tanks will need some water or should be tied down to stop them from blowing over in strong winds 
when they are emptied. 
 
Disinfection  
 
Regular disinfection should not be necessary.  However, if you suspect that water in the tank is contaminated, 
it can be chlorinated by adding powdered swimming pool chlorine (calcium hypochlorite, 75% available 
chlorine) or liquid chlorine (sodium hypochlorite, 12.5% available chlorine).  You should not use stabilised 
chlorine (chlorine cyanurates). 
 
It takes about 5 milligrams of chlorine per litre to disinfect your tank.  This is equivalent to 7 grams of calcium 
hypochlorite or 40 millilitres of sodium hypochlorite per 1000 litres of water.  A level dessert spoon may be 
used as an approximate measure for 7 grams of powdered calcium hypochlorite.  A lot of the chlorine may be 
used up during disinfection.  There should be at least 0.5 milligrams per litre free chlorine, 30 minutes after the 
chlorine is in the water.  Note that milligrams per litre is the same as parts per million. 
 
You should be able to smell the chlorine faintly an hour or so after treating the water.  If you can’t, you may 
need to add a similar amount of chlorine again.  Ideally the tank should not be used for at least 24 hours to 
allow the chlorine taste and smell to dissipate and for harmful micro-organisms to be destroyed. 
 
To maintain a safe water supply after the initial dosage, 1 gram of calcium hypochlorite or 4 millilitres of 
sodium hypochlorite per 1000 litres should be added to the rainwater tank weekly and allowed to stand for a 
minimum of two hours.  The water will be safe to drink provided the chlorine smell is not too strong. 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO MIX THE CHLORINE IN A PLASTIC BUCKET IN THE OPEN AIR BEFORE ADDING 
IT TO THE TANK.  MIX IT THOROUGHLY WITH THE TANK WATER.  DO NOT POUR WATER INTO 
CHLORINE ALWAYS ADD CHLORINE TO WATER. 
 
Other forms of water treatment may also be used, such as disinfection with ultraviolet light (UV) or filtrations.  
Not all filters remove or inactivate harmful micro-organisms.  If a filter is used for health reasons, then it should 
be certified against an appropriate standard (such as AS/NZS 4348 or ANSI/NSF 53).  Units that incorporate 
boiling, distillation or reverse osmosis processes are also satisfactory.  An additional disinfection unit may be 
necessary to inactivate bacteria and viruses.  It is important to follow the manufacturer’s instructions.  Filters 
should be maintained and replaced, regularly otherwise they will become ineffective and can allow bacteria to 
grow that are then released into the filtered water.  Please contact your local Public Health Unit for further 
advice on disinfection and filtration. 
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Choosing A Rainwater Tank  
 
The size of tank required to meet household needs will depend on a number of factors including: 
 
·  Rainfall- the average annual rainfall, the pattern of distribution throughout the year and the variation from 

year to year. 
·  Roof Area – which places an upper limit on the amount of water that can be collected. 
·  Acceptable Level of Security – the risk or possibility of the tank running dry.  A higher level of security will 

be required where tanks are the sole source of supply. 
·  Demand – which varies enormously from household to household and season to season depending on: 

number of people in household; their water use habits; what the rainwater is used for and the number and 
type of water saving appliances. 

 
Where a tank is to provide an alternative or secondary supply (eg to mains water), the size of tank is not such 
a critical issue and often will depend on considering user requirements (drinking and cooking etc) balanced 
against cost. 
 
What If I Need More Water From Another Source?  
 
Rainwater may be supplemented by water from other sources such as rivers, creeks and dams (surface 
water) or bores (groundwater).  However, water from these sources may require additional treatment, such as 
filtration and disinfection, to maintain water quality. 
 
If you top up your tank from a water carter you should ensure that you are being supplied with clean (potable) 
drinking water from a clean tanker. 
 
 
Where Can I Get Additional Information?  
 
·  Your local Public Health Unit can provide information on water quality and health (under ‘H’ in the Telstra 

White Pages or at http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/public-health/phus/phus.html) 
·  If you have any specific health concerns you should discuss these with your family doctor. 
·  More detail about managing and using rainwater tanks can be found in the book ‘Guidance on the Use of 

Rainwater Tanks’, published by the National Environmental Health Forum in 1998 (ISBN 0 642320160).  
This is available from AusInfor Bookshops (02 92428500) and copies can be printed from the NSW Health 
website:  
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publi-health/ehb/water/rainwater.html 

·  Many analytical laboratories can advise on chemical, microbiological and algal testing of water.  If you 
wish to have some water tested your local Public Health Unit can help you find an accredited laboratory or 
look in the Yellow Pages under the heading ‘Analysts’. 

·  Upper Hunter Shire Council can provide information on any buildings or planning regulations for rainwater 
tanks in your area. 
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WORKS/TECHNICAL 
 
Section: WORKS/TECHNICAL REP1/07 

 
J.1.1 ROAD NAMING 
 Council: 22 January 2007 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council endorse the name of “Karalee Row” for the right of carriageway created in DP 873709 and 
shown in subdivision DP 1087586 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Mr &  Mrs Colmer applied to have the 20 metre wide right of carriageway named to assist with clear 
identification of properties by emergency and utility service providers. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
“Karalee” was the original property name and was proposed by Mr & Mrs Colmer. This name was agreed 
upon by all property owners legally benefited by the right of carriageway. 
 
The naming proposal was advertised in accordance with road naming guidelines. No comments were 
received. 
 
The right of way is not a Council road and is not maintained by Council. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
N/A 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
To adopt the name proposed or reject the proposal 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Gazettal costs  $100 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that Council endorse the name of “Karalee Row” for the right of carriageway created in DP 
873709 and shown in subdivision DP 1087586 
 

Moved:  Cr N Doonan  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
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Section: TECHNICAL WORKS REP8/07 

 
J.1.2 AUSLINK STRATEGIC REGIONAL PROGRAMME 
 Council: 22 January 2007 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the report be noted, indicating that the funding applications for the program have been unsuccessful. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
In May 2006, Council submitted project nominations for funding under the Australian Government’s Auslink 
Strategic Regional Programme. Council submitted 2 applications being for: 
·  Merriwa Road, Cuan Bridge replacement 
·  Scone to Gloucester, Moonan Flat to Park Boundary Safety Improvement Programme 
 
Unlike the Auslink Road to Recovery Programme, which is formula driven, the Strategic Regional Programme 
involves a competitive merit based process for allocating funds to Councils. 
 
 
ISSUES: 
 
The Hon. Jim Lloyd MP, Minister for Local Government, Territories and Roads has announced that Upper 
Hunter Shire Council was unsuccessful in their application for funding. 
 
The funding round was highly competitive with significantly more demand than the available funds of $127 
million. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY:  
 
N/A 
 
 
 
OPTIONS: 
 
N/A 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
N/A 
 
 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted, indicating that the funding applications for the program have 
been unsuccessful. 
 

Moved:  Cr E Bates  Seconded:  Cr D Peebles  CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 5.10 PM 


